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PREFACE. 



In the following work, a great part of which is necessarilj a 
compilation from the numerous Authors that have preceded 
me, will be found numerous new rules and formulae adapted 
to the practical purposes of the present engineering age, 
many of which are not found in any other work of this kind. 

All the fundamental principles of this work are rigidly 
demonstrated on the most elementary principles, and chiefly 
after the manner of the most approved authors of English 
works, excepting for the rotation of bodies, where UAlem- 
herts simple and elegant principle is adopted. 

When the great quantity of matter, the numerous en- 
gravings, and small price of this work, are considered, I 
trust that no apology will be necessary for adding it to the 
great number of similar works that have preceded it. 

A part of the engravings used in this work, are taken 
from Tamlinson^s Rudimentary Mechanics (the present 
Series), for the use of beginners, which I would recommend 
the student to read carefully previous to studying this work, 
as that work contains a clear and popular exposition of a 
great many of the leading subjects, of which I have here 
tr^ted in a more strictly scientific manner. 

T. Bakeb. 
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DEFINITIONS. 

1 .) Statics treats of the laws of equilibrium of solid bodies. 

^2.) Dynamics investigates the laws of motion of solid 
bodies. 

(3.) Hydrostatics has for its object the laws of equilibrium 
of fluid bodies. 

(4.) Hydrodynamics treats of the laws of motion of fluid 
bodies. 

(5.) PneunutHcs is a branch of Hydrostatics, and relates 
to properties and equilibrium of elastic fluids, such as com- 
mon air and the gases. 

1. Motion is a continual change of the place of a body. 

KoTB. — If a body moyes throagh equal spaces in equal times, it is called 
tquabU motion. If its motion continnally increases or decreases, it is re- 
spectively called a/ccderixted or retarded motion. 

2. Rest is a permanency of a body in the same place. 

3. Matter is the substance that affects our senses. 

VoTB. — Bodies are certain portions of matter limited in magnitude. Mau 
is the quantity of matter of which a body is composed. An elemientair$ 
partiele is a body indefinitely small. The space occupied by a body is called 
its pokmeoT woUd etmimt, 

4. Density of a body is the prop<»tional quantity of matter 
contained in it, to the quantity of matter contained in another 
body of the same magnitude ; and it is called uniform when 
equal quantities of matter are contained in equal magnitudeB. 

6. Force is a power that tends to impress or destroy mo- 
tion. 

NoTB 1. — There are no means of estimating force except by i^ effects 
It is different]^ measured in Statics and Dynamios : in Statios^ it is m^- 



2 BTATICS. 

■Bted by the preuvre, which It cnuea a body Kt n»t to exert agiinst another 
bodj- with which it i» in contact, or with which it is coiinecled. The 
preuuies exerted by Tneans of corda pulled by any forces are called Unaiont. 
In Dyoamio, fbrce is measured by the velocity uniformly genecated in a 
given time. See Defimtiom in Dj/«amici. 

KoTB 2.' — It ia usual to represent forces or pressurea by linea, the direction 
of the line coinciding with the direction of the force, and the length of lbs 
line expre«aing tbe amount or magnitnde of the ^iven force or pressure. 

6. Gravity 18 the force by which bodies tend to descend in 
the direction of the centre of the earth : thus, gravity urges 
the fall of a atone, when left unsupported. 

7. Poweraad weight, when opposed to one another, signify 
the body that moves and the body to be moved ; L e. the body 
that gives the motion is called the power, and that which 
receives the motion is called the weight. 

8. VehcUy b the BwiftnesB or slowness of the motion of a 
body, and is measured by the space wn^ormly described in a 
unit of time, as for instance, in one second of time. 

9. The momentum of a body is the product of its velocity 
and quantity of matter. 

NoTi. — The remainder of tbe definitions, adapted to tbis work, will be 
liiiuid oDder the bead of Dyuamici, Part II., at placing tbem here woald 
onlj land to perplex tbe student 



STATICS. 

OM TBE COKPOSITION AMD BESOLUTION Or F0BCG8. 

10. Pkoposition.— Let A B, A C (eee Note 2, Art. 5.) 
represent two forces acting on a point or particle A, then 
these forceswill bepropcrtion- 
al to the velocitieB communi- 
cated to the particle A in thdr 
respective directions, and con- 
Bcquently to the spaces whicli 
it would uniformly describe 
in a given time. Complete 
the parallelogram A B D C, 
then the modoo in the direc- 
tion A C, can neither accelerate nor repal tbe approach of 




RESOLUTION OF FORCES. 3 

the body or particle to the line BD, which is parallel to AC ; 
hence the bbdy will arrive at B D in the same time that it 
would have done if no motion had been given to it in the 
direction A C. In the same manner, the motion in the di« 
rection A B can neither accelerate nor retard the approach 
of the body to the line C D ; therefore, in consequence of the 
motion in the direction A C, it will arrive in the same time 
that it would have done if no motion had been given to it 
in the direction A B. It hence follows that, by the joint 
effect of the two motions, the body will be found both in B D 
and C D at the end of this time, and will therefore be found 
at D, the point of their intersection : consequently, by the 
simultaneous action of the two motions, the body will evi- 
dently describe the diagonal A D of the parallelogram. And 
since A B, A C» AD, represent the spaces uniformly moved 
over by the body A in the same time, they are proportional 
to the forces acting in these directions ; that is, the forces 
A B, AC, acting at the same time, produce a force which is 
represented in magnitude and direction by A D. 

11. CoROLLABY 1. — Hence, if any two forces act from the 
same point, the force which is equivalent to these two is 
expressed in direction and moffnihide by the diagonal of the 
parallelogram, the sides of which represent the direction and 
magnitude of the two forces. 

12. CoB. 2. — The force in the direction AD is called 
the resultant of the two forces in the directions A B, AC; 
and the forces in the directions A B, AC, are called the 
components of the force in A D. 

13. CoR. 3. — A force represented in magnitude and direc- 
tion by AS, which is equal to and directly opposed to A D, 
will evidently just balance the forces A B, A C. 

14. Cor. 4. — If AB, taken from a scale of equal parts, 
represents the magnitude and direction of one of the com- 
ponent forces or weights in pounds, •cwts, &c., and A C, 
taken from the same scale, represents the magnitude and di- 
rection of the other component force or weight in pounds, 
cwts, &c. ; then, if on the two lines A B, AC, the parallel- 
ogram A B D C be constructed, the diagonal A D will be 
the direction and magnitude of the resultant force or weight, 
and its length, taken from the same scale, will give the 
pounds, cwts, &c., in the resultant force or ¥r«\s^\\« 
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15. Cob. 5. — ^Let the component AB = P pounds, the 
eomponent A C = Q pounds, and the resultant A D = W 
pounds ; also let the angle B AC = a, then, bj trigonometry, 

AD« = AC«-|-CD«(z=AB«) + 2ACxCDcosBAC* 
that is W» z=P« -I- Q« 4- 2 PQ cos a, 
or W=^/(P«4-Q«-|-2PQcosa); 
also, to find the angle B A D, we have 

W : Q : : sin a : sin B A D, 

or, sinBAD=Q|^". 

Example. — Two forces of 4 and 5 tons act in directions 
inclined to each other at an angle of 60°; it is required to 
find the weight of the resultant force, and its inclination to 
the greater of the component forces. 

Let P =: 5 tons, Q = 4 tons, and W =: resultant force or 
weight, then W = ^(P* + Q« + 2P Q cos 60°) = 

lx5xi)=>/61 = 7-81 ton 

D = ^^ = .443 = sii 

inclination to the greater force. 

16. Cob. 6. — ^K three forces acting on a point, keep it at 
rest, each of these forces is proportional to the sine of the 
angle made bj the other two. Let the forces or weights P 
and Q be components of the force or weight W, and let the 
force or weight B, represented b j A S, be equal to and 
directly opposite to W ; then since the forces P and Q ba- 
lance the force B, the force W will also balance B ; whence, 
by the last corollary, 

W : P : : sin a : sin C A D or sin C A S 

W : Q : : sina ; sin BAD or sinBAS 

.*. B : P : Q : : sin a : sin C A S : sin B A S. 

17. Cob. 7. — ^If the three sides of any triangle be pa- 
rallel to three forces, which, acting on a point, keep it at rest, 
these three forces will be proportional to the sides of the 
triangle. For the forces P, Q, and B keep the point or 
]^article A at rest, and these forces are proportional to the 
sides of the triangle A B D. 

* Because angle ACD =s ISO* ^ a =s rap. of BAG, and cos AGD = — 
eof a, which ti Uie angle aetnallj us<Ki in this and the following formula. 



v^(25 -f 16 +2 x4x 5 xi) = >/61 = 7-81 tons = required 

O sin a 
force, and sin BAD = ^_ = -443 = sin 26° 2^ = 
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18. Cob. 8. — If two forces F and Q act in the same or 
in opposite directions, their resultant will be respectively 
equal to P -|- Q or to P — Q. This is self evident from 
dailj experience. This may also be proved by making the 
line AC = Q revolve to the right or to the left till it coincide 
with, or be opposite to, the direction of AB = P, the resultant 
or diagonal being respectively P -|- Q or P — Q ; thus fur- 
ther establishing the truth of the doctrine of the composition 
of forces. 

19. Scholium, — The proposition, (Art. 10.) which has 
just been demonstrated, is generally known by the name of 
the parallelogram of forceSy and is the foundation of the 
whole doctrine of equilibrium. Various demonstrations of 
this important proposition have been given by the most 
eminent mathematicians, such as D. Bernouilli, Dalembert, 
Laplace, and Poisson ; but they are all of too abstruse a 
nature to be introduced in a work of this kind. The de- 
monstration of the same proposition by Duchayla,. though of 
an elementary character, and founded on self-evident prin- 
ciples, is at the same time abstruse and circuitous. The au- 
thor has, therefore, here introduced the proof usually given 
by English mathematicians, which, from its extreme sim- 
plicity, may be considered as well adapted to those who are 
only commencing the study of the subjects treated of in this 
work. 

20. Problem. — If any number of forces P, F, F*, 4*^., act 
in the same plane^ in given directions on the point A, it is re- 
quired to find the magnitude and directum of a single force 
which shall he eqtud to them all. 

This force may be easily found by geometrical construc- 
tion from Art. 11. Firsts describe a parallelogram the sides 
of which represent two of the forces, and its diagonal will be 
the equivalent or resultant of these two forces. Draw a new 
parallelogram, with this diagonal and the line which repre- 
sents the third force for its sides, and the new diagonal will 
be the resultant of the three first forces. Proceed in this 
manner till all the forces be included, and the last diagonal 
will be the equivalent or resultant of all the forces. But 
the following method is much better adapted to calculation 
and general practical purposes. 

Let A be the point on which all the forces act. D^^>k 




any two lines Ax, Ay, through A, in the pl&na of the forces 
at right angl^ to each other. Let the force P be repre- 
sented in magnitude and direction by AP ; through P draw 
PB, PC perpendicular to Atr, 
Ay respectirely, then ABPC 
is a parallelogram, and the 
force AP is equal to the two 
forces AB, AC, acting in the 
direction Ax, Ay. Similarly 
each of the other forces P, P", 
8cc., may be resolved into two 
others in the directions Ax, 
Ay. Let the angles PA a:, 
P* A «, &c., be respectiTely de- 
noted by a, a, &C,," then AB = P cos », AC = P sin a, which 
are the components of the force P in the direction Ax, Ay, 
respectively. In like manner the components of P', P", &c. 
in the direction Ax, are P' cos ^, P" cos a", &c. ; and the com- 
ponents of the same forces in the direction Ay are P' sin 4 
P^sina", &c. Now, by putting X for the sum of all the 
forces in the direction Ax, and Y for the sum of all the 
forces in the direction Ay, there will result 

X = Pcos« + FcoBfl' + P'cos»" + &c. (1) 
and Y = P sin « 4- F sin «' + P' sin a" + &c. (2) 
Put R ^ resultant of all these forces and ^ the angle it 
makes with Ar, then 



R=^X' + Y'; (3) tan ♦ = ^. (4) 

Note, — It miut be lemembered that if aoj of the component fbrcea A B, 
AB', &C., and AC, AC, ice, be estimated in an apposite direction fyom A, 
tbey moat be coniidered negative. 

21, Cob. — When there is an equilibrium, the resultant or 
equivalent of all the forces := 0, and .*. R=: ^X' -f-Y»=: 
; hence X and Y are each = 0, or their values in equation 
(1) and (2) vanish, on account of the forces counteracting 
each other. 

Ex. 1. — It is required to determine geometrically and by 
computation, the resultant and direction of the four pressures 
or forces, P, F, P", F", all applied to the point A and acting 
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in the same plane ; the several forces being P =: 24 tons, 
F = 18, F' = 32, and F" = 30, and the wigles which their 
respectdvB directions make with a given line BAG being 
77°, 37°, 9°, and 312°. 

Geomelriealfy, The method of solving this question geo- 
metrically is already pointed out in Art. 20, i. e., hj finding 
the resultant of two of the forces, which may be considered 
as a new force, then bf finding the resultant of this new 
force and the line which expresses the third force, and so on 
till all the four forces shall be reduced to one force, which 
will be the resultant of the four given forces or pressures, 
and will be found ^ 73*4, the number of tone required, its 
inclination to BAC being 18°. 

Calculation. The pressures P, F, F' being all in the first 
quadrant of the cir- 
cle their sines and 
cosines must \k po- 
sitive, but the pres- 
sure P"'beinginthe 
fourth quadrant its 
sine must be taken 
negaHve ; then the 
valnes of X and T, 
Form. (1) and (2), 
being substituted 
in Form. (3), there 
will result 




R = ,/X'-t-T'= ^/ J(24 x -9744 + 18 x '6018 -J- 32 x 
■1564 - 30 X ■7431)« + (24 x -225 -f- 18 x 7986 + 32 x 

■9877 4- 30 X 6691)*} = 73427 tons, 
and fnmi Form. (4) 

tan ^ = = = '28105 = tan 13", 

which arc the values of the resultant and its angle of incli- 
nation to the given line BAG. 

Ex. 2. — Four forces in the same plane are 3, 4, 5, and 
6 cwt., acting upon a given point, and are inclined to a 
given line at angles of 20°, 40°, 80°, and 150°, reacectivel^ ■, 
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required the magnitude and direction of another force which 
shall just counteract or balance these four forces. 

Ans. The force is 11|> cwt., and inclined 80° 17' to the 
given line. 

Ex. 3. — ^In pulling a weight along the ground bj a cord, 
inclined to the horizon at an angle of 45°, a power of 80 lbs. 
was exerted ; required the force with which the body was 
dragged horizontally. 

Here the resultant, which represents the force of 80 lbs., 
is resolved into two other equal forces, the one parallel with, 
and the other perpendicular to, the horizon, which last force 
is wholly inefficient in acting on the body, and may, therefore, 
be considered as lost ; whence the required force is readily 
found to be 56^ lbs. nearly. 

Ex. 4. — Two equal forces act at an angle 120°; prove 
that their resultant is equal to one of the equal forces. 

Ex. 5. — ^A weight of 20 lbs., suspended by a cord from a 
fixed point) is drawn by the hand in the plane of suspension 
through an angle of 30° ; required the pressure at the point 
of suspension, and the force exerted by the hand. 

Ans, 23^ lbs. and 1 1^ lbs. nearly^ 

Ex. 6. — ^If any number of forces acting on a point, be 
represented by the sides of a polygon taken in order, these 
forces will keep the point at rest ; required the proof when 
the polygon is in one. plane. 

Ex. 7. — A boat is fastened to a fixed point, and is acted 
on at the same time by the wind and the current. Now the 
wind is S. E., the direction of the current S., and the direc- 
tion of the boat from the point P, S. 20° W., also the pres- 
sure on P is 300 lbs. ; it is required to find the forces of the 
wind and the current. 

Ans. Force of the wind 145 lbs. ; of the current 384 lbs. 

Ex. 8. — Two unequal forces P and Q act at an anf^le of 
120° ; prove that their resultant is = >/P» — PQ + Qa. 

22. Prop. — If the directions of three forces meet in one 
point, and if their magnitudes be represented by the three 
contigtious edges of a parallelopiped, their resultant will be 
represented, both in magnitude and direction, by the diagonal 
drawn from their point of meeting to the opposite angle of the 
paraUelopiped. 

Let the magnitudes and directions of the three forces be 




represented by A B, A C, A D, and let the parallelopiped 

be AG. Then, since ABHC is a paralldogniin, the force 

AH is the resultant 

of the two forces AB, 

AC; hut ADGH is 

a parallelogram, and 

its diagonal AG is the 

resultant of the two 

forces AD, AH; that 

is, of the three forces 

AB, AC, AD. 

23. Coa. 1.— If A S be prolonged till it be equal to A G, 
tlien A a represents the niagnitu<!e and direction of a force, 
that will hold the three forces AB, AC, AD in equilibrium, 
because it is equal and opposite to the resultant AG of these 
three forces. 

24. Cor. 2. — If four forces in different planes act upon a 
point or body anff ieef it lA eqaSOSbtinm, these four forcea 
are proportional to the Oane e^ea ssd diagonal of a paral* 
ielopiped, formed on Sites respeetivdy psrallel to the direc- 
tions of the forces, 

25. Cob. H. — Hence a siflKle fi^ce laay he resolved into 
three others in diftiTent planes ; and each of these may be 
i-esolved again into others, either in the same or different 
planes, and so on to an; extent 

26. iScuOL. — Tlie properties in the preceding propositions 
and their corollaries hold good for all similar forces acting 
on one point or body, whether they act by drawing or press- 
ing, or whether they be instantaneous or continual, as in 
the cases of percussion and gravity, and are of the utmost 
importance in the application of forces to mechanics and 
natural philosophy. The properties of several forces in 
different planes may be developed analytically by means of 
three co-ordinate planes as in Art. 20, where several forces 
in the same plane are developed by means of rectangular co- 
ordinates. This subject shall be resumed further on, in 
order that the student may proceed to those parts of statics, 
which are of real utility, anil not requiring at the same time 
a knowledge of the geometry of three dimensions; his 
studies, the author trusts, wil! thus be rendered more easy 
and interesting. 
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27. Dbfikition 1. — The product of a force and the per- 
pendicnlar distance of a given pCHht fr<Hn its direction, is 
called the mumefU of du force with respect to that point. 

28. Dbf. 2. — If through the point an axis be drawn per- 
pendicnlar to the plane, passing throngh the point and the 
direction of the force, this product is called the motaent of the 

force as it respects the axis. 

29. FSOP. — The sum of Ae tnomenU of any number oj 
foTcet that tend to turn a body in one direction, u equal to 

the mm of the moments of any number of forces thai tend to 
turn Ae body in Ae opposite dtrevtion, all the forces, in both 
cases, being supposed to be in equilibrium. 

Let the three forces A B, AD, AS, in the same plane, 
keep the bodjr A in eqailibrium; draw the parallelogram 
ABCD, the di- 
agonal AC of 
which will be 
the resultant of 
AB, AD and 
equal and oppo- 
site, to SA. Let 
the point P be 
taken in the 
plane of the 
three forces, 
and join A P, 
UP, CP, and fi-om P let fall the perpendiculars Pa, PA, 
Pc, Pd, on AB, AD, AS, or on their prolongations; then 
the quadrilateral PADC is = triangle APD + triangle 
PDC; and 
theareaof aPAC = PAD-|-PDC— ACD (1) 

,PAC = ^^-^, 




A ADC = 



DC ) 



Hence, by substitnting these four values in (I.), there 

ACxPA = ASxPA = ADxPrf+DCxPc— DCx<xc 

= ADxPrf + DC(Pc— ac) 

____ = ADxPrf + ABxPa. 

Hence ve see that when a body or point A is kept in 
equilibrium by three forces A B, AD, AS, the sum of tb« 
momentB AB xPa + ADxPii, which tend to turn the 
body in one direction, is equal to the moment A S x F b, 
which tenda to turn the body in the opposite direction, and 
since all those forces may be resolved into innumerable other 
forces, the proposition is true for any number of forces. 

30. Cob. I. — Hence the moment of the resultant is equal 
to the sum of the moments of its components. 

31. Pbop. — To find the resttbant of two- parallel formt 
acting perpendu^larly at the ends of a rigid straight rod, 
and the moments of thtie twojbrcet. 

Let AB represent the rod, (supposed to be without 
weight,) A P, B Q the magnitudes of the two forces F, Q ; 
and let two opposite and equal forces S, T, expressed by AS, 
B T be applied to the extremities A and B of the rod, and 
in the prolonga- 
tion of its direc- 
tion. Then, since 
these two assumed 
equal forces S, T 
evidendy balance 
each other, the re- 
sultant of the two 
forces P,Q will be 
the same as that 
of the four forces 
P,Q,S,T. Com- 
plete the parallelograms aPAS', fiQBT; then the resultant 
of the two forces AP, AS is Aa and the result&nt of the two 
forces BQ, BT is Bfi ; but, since the forces S, T counteract 
each other, the two forces P, Q are evidently equivalent to 
the two forces oA, £B, which act obliquely at the ends of the 
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rod AB. Prolong <iA, fiS till they meet at E, und through 
Kdraw MN parallel to AB, and EF parallel to AP or BQ. 
The force A a will produce the eame effect as an equal force 
at K acting in the direction K A : and this Ibrce may be re- 
solved into two others, one in the direction K M, equal and 
parallel to A S, and the other in the direction K F, equal and 
parallel to A F. In the same way the force B b may be re- 
moved to K, and resolved into two forces, one in the direction 
KN, equal and parallel to BT, and the other in the direction 
KF, equal and parallel to BQ. Thus the four forces P, Q, S, 
T, may be considered as acting at K, of which the two forces 
S, T, being equal and opposite, will counterbalance each 
other, and therefore produce no effect^ while the other two 
P, Q, acting in the direction KF, will produce a resultant 
equal to their sura P + Q or equal to their representatives 
A P, B Q. Also by similar triangles. 

AP : AS (=aP) :: KF : AF 
BT<=Q6) :: BQ :: BF : KF 
.-.AP ! BQ :: BF : AF. 

But, AP = P and B Q = Q, therefore, 
P : Q :i BF : AF and 
.-. P X A F = Q X B F. 

Hence, if the line or rod A B be divided in F inversely as 
the forces P and Q, their moments estiCnated from F will be 
equal, and if an axis psas through the point F, the forces P 
qnd Q will Buntain each other in equilihrium on the the rod. 

32. Cor.— If an axis pass through B, and P + Q = B = 
resultant of the forces P and ^ then, by compounding the 
lut proportiou, 

P : R :: AF : AB. 

33. Pbop, — The turn of the moments of two parallel 
Jbrceg is equal to 

the moment of their 
resuUant. 

Let P and Q be 
two parallel forces, 
acting in the same 
direction on the line 
ABi and B their 
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resultnnt, acting at F. From any point D draw Tib perpen- 
dicular to their directiona. 
Put Da=p,Db = q, and D/sr, then by Art. 81. 
P : Q ■.:/b : a/:: FB : AF; 
.■.Pxa/=Qx/6, OpP(r-^) = Q(j-r). 
whence Pp + Q? = (P + Q)p = Br. 
And if the point D* be taken any where between a and b, 
it will be found that Qp — Fp = Rr. In this case Ufa or 
p 18 meaeured in the oppodte direction from IX, and is there- 




34. CoR. 1.— If one of 
the forces, as Q, act in an 
opposite direction, the 
f orce P being now removed 
to A, and the resultant or 
fnlcrom to F nearest to D, 

then Vxa/=Q,x/b, or P(j)-r) = Q{j — r) 
.-. Pp-Q? = (P-Q)r = Rr. 

Hence in all cases the sum of the moments of two parallel 
forces is equal to the moment of their resultant, recollecting 
that the signs of those forces that act in opposite directions 
must be considered negative, as well as the signs of those 
forces that are estimated in an opposite direction from D. 

35. Cob. 2. — Hence the resultant of any number of pa- 
rallel forces may be easily found. Let B represent a force 
equal and opposite to 
the resultant of the pa- 
rallel forces P, Q, S, 
&c.; if all these forces 
be moved parallel to 
their directions till they 
coincide with their re- 
sultant R, they will be in equilibrium with the force B, 
therefore, 

E = P-Q4-S-f-&c. 
and RxD'Di=PxiyB - Qx D'C -f- SxD'E -|- &c., 
Px D'B - Q X D'C + S X D'E -f- &c 




whence D'D =: - 



B 
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P X D^ — Q X IKC + S X IKE + &c . 

NoTB. — ^The equilibriam of forces acting in different planes shall be oon- 
sidered farther on ; we shall now, as an application of what is already done, 
proceed to the discussion of the following subjects. 



THE MECHANICAL POWERS. 

36. By the mechanical powers we are enabled to sustain a 
great weight, or overcome a great resistance, by a small force, 
or change the direction of any force. 

The mechanical powers are usually considered six in 
number ; — ^the Lever, the Wheel and Axle, the Pulley, the 
Inclined Plane, the Wedge, and the Screw, 

The first three, when in a state of equilibrium, may be 
reduced to the lever ; and the three last, may be referred to 
the inclined plane ; so that, strictly speaking, we cannot 
reckon more than two simple mechanical powers. 

37. When two forces act on each other by means of ma- 
chinery, one of them is usually called the power and the 
other the weight The resistance to be overcome is the 
weight ; and the force, of whatever kind, which is employed 
to overcome that resistance, is called the power. 

1. THE LEVER. 

38. The lever is an inflexible rod movable in one plane 
about a point called the ftdcrum or centre of motion. The 
)>arts of the lever, into which the fulcrum divides it, are 
called the arms of the lever. When the arms are in the 
same straight line, it is called a straight lever, otherwise a 
bended, or more commonly, a bent lever. 

39. There are commonly reckoned three kinds of straight 
levers, depending on the position of the points of application 
of the power and the weight with respect to the fulcrum, 

40. A lever of the first kind is represented in fig. I., 
in which the fulcrum F is situated between the power P and 
the weight W. 

In a lever of the second kind, fig. II., the power P and 



the weight W act on the same side of the fulcrum F, the 
weight bdng between the fulcrum and the power. 

In a lever of the third kind, Sg. UL, the power P and 
the weight W act on 
the same side of the 
fulcrum V, aa in the 
latter case, but the 
power, in thia case, is 
between the fulcrum 
and the weight 

41. Levers of the 
first kind are steel- 
yards, crowbars, pin- 
cers, &c Levers of 
the second kind are 
nut-crackers, oars of a 
boat, wliere the water 
is considered the ful- 
crum, &c. Levers of 
the third kind are such 
as tongs, sheep-shears, 
&c. ; the bones of ani- 
mals are also consi- 
dered as levers of the 
third kind, in which 
the joint is the fulcrum , 
the muscle near the 
joint the power, and the force exerted by the limb, at a greater 
distance from the joint, is the weight. 

42. Prof. — To find the conditions of equilibrium, when a 
power and weight act in the game plane on a lever. 

(1.) Let AFB be a lever, F 
the fulcrum, P and W the power I 
and weight, acting respectively I 
on the arms AF, BF of the | 
lever by their gravity, the direc- 
tions A P, P W, vrill be there- 
fore parallel to one another. Now it is evident, from Art. 
31, that if the resultant of these two forces passes through 
the fulcrum F, there will be an equilibrium, since the fulcrum 
v a fixed point ; but if the resultant pass through B.a^ ci>Jc«k. 
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point in A B, as F', the furce at V will be unsupported, and 
will cause the lever to move round F in the direction of this 
force. Hence it is evident, from Art, 31, tfaat the lever A B 
must be divided in F, so that 

P ; W : : F B : F A. 
Whence P x FA = W x FB. 
(2.) But if tlie direction of the forces F and W be inclined 
to each other, let these directions meet each other in the 
point K ; and let this point be rigidly connected with the 
lever A B, then the forces P 
and W may be considered to 
be t^)plied at the point K, in- 
stead of the ends A, B of the 
lever, and therelbre the re- 
soltant of these two forces will 
pass through E. But when 
there is an equilibrium it must 
also pass through the fulcrum F, as in the last case, hence 
KF will betbe direction of the reeultant. Let Ky represent 
the pressure on the fulcrum F, and let the parallelogram 
K a/& be completed, then Ko, Riwill express the two 
forces P and W. Draw FS, FT perpendicular to AK, BK, 
then 

P : W :: Ka : Kb=a/. 
: I sin K/fl : sin a K/. 
:: sin/Kft : sinaK/ 
: : FT : F S. 

43. Cor. 1.— PutAF=:a, BF=: 6, theangle PAF = 
o,andWBF = ft then since FS= a sin a, and FT = i sin ft 
we shall have, by multiplying extremes and means, 

P a sin a = W A sin A 

44. CoK. 2. — This proposition is equally true for straight 
or bent levers of any figure, also from Art. 35, it is true for 
levers of the second or third kind ; while the pressure on the 
fulcrum in levers of the second kind is evidently = W — P, 
and in those of the first and third kinds the pressure on the 
fulcrum is = W -I- P> the lever, in these cases, being con- 
lidered to be without weigbL 
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45. Peop, — If any nwtAer offoreei or vieigkb P, Q, fcc.; 
p, q, he., acting vpon the arms of a ttraighl lever to turn it 
in oppoiite directions, round thejulcrum F, be suek that 

t PxFM-HQxFN + fcc. — pxFm + yxF« + aec. 
here mil be an eguilibriwm on the lerer. 

For the resultant of 
all these forces passes 
throughF,aitdifwees- 
timate the moments of 
these forces from F, we 
shall have, hj Art. 35. 
PxFM+ Q X FN-4-&C. — pxFm — 9xF« — &c. = 
R X = 0, whence 

PxFM + QxFN4-&c=pxFm + ?xF«+&c 

46. Cob. — If any of these forces or weights act obliqncty, 
such forces mast be multiplied by the sine of the angle which 
their directions make with the lerer, or if the lever be bent, 
such forces mast be multiplied by the perpendiculars from 
the fulcrum on their respective directions. 

47. To find Ihefulorum, ieh*n Hu power, weight, tmd length 
of lever are given. 

Betnming to Art. 40, fig. X., we have, by Art 43, 
P : W ;: EW : PP; whence by comp., 
P + W : P :: FW + FP = PW : FW 
P+W : W :: PW : PF 

PXPW WXAW 

P + W P + W ' 

whence the distance of the fnlcrum fran uther end of the 
lever may be found. 

48. When the power is required to be very great, and it is 

not convenient to 

construct a very 
long lever, a com- 
pound lever, or a 
composition oflevers 
is used. In the com- 
position of levers in 




the aonezed figure, the several levers act perpendicularlj 
upon one another, aa A B, B C, CD, the fulcrums of which 
are respectively F, F and F*; then 



power P acting at A ; 
weight at B : 
eight at C : 



. : weight at B : : B F : FA, 
; : weight at C ; : F'C : FB, 
: : weight at W : ; F'D : F'C. 
Hence, by compounding these three proportions, 
P : W :: FB X FC X F'D : FA X FB X F'C. 
And generally, when a ajatem of this kind is in equilibrium, 
■the ratio of the power to the weight or load will be as the 
product of the alternate arms of each lever, beginning with 
the power, to the product of the alternate arms, beginning 
from the weight or load, of whatever kind the levers may be, 
recollecting that if any of the levers be bent, or the forces 
act obliquely, the arms muat be considered as the perpen- 
diculars let fall from the fulcnima .on which such forces act. 
49. A system or composition of levera may be conveniently 
arranged, aa in the 
fig. annexed. Here 
we have three le- 
vera, two of the 
second, i. e., A F, 
A" F", and one of 
the first kind, A'B'; 
and we will now 
consider the man- 
ner in which the 
power P is trans- 
mitted tothe weight 
W. The power F 
acting upon I he le- 
ver AF, produces 
a downward force 
„ PX AF 

The arm A' F of 
the aecond lever is, 
therefore, pulled 






P X A F X A' F' 
A'P and then divided by FB, will gire — :^ — y,n, 

= force with which B', and therefore A", is drawn upwards. 
And lastly, we find in the same manner, 

_ P X AF X A'F' X A"F ' 
F B X FB' X F' B" 
Thus, for example, if AF, A'F, A" F' be respectively 16, 
20, and 18 inches, and B F, B' F, B" F" be respectively 2, 
2, and 3 inches ; then 

P X 16 X 20 X 18 



W = - 



- = 480 X P, 




2X2X3 
or the weight is 480 times the power. 

50. The Balance, — One of the most useful applications 
of the lever is to the balance, which consists chiefly of a 
lever of the first kind with 
equal arms, trom the ends 
of which scales are sus- 
pended. This lever A B 
is called the beam, C is 
the fulcrum or centre of 
motion, g is the centre of 
gravity (which term will 
be hereafter particularly 
defined) of the beam and 
scales, this point is placed a little below the fulcrum, other- 
wise the beam would rest in any position ; if, on the contrary, 
the point g vi&re above the beam, the least disturbance would 
cause the beam to upset. The points of suspension A, B 
should be BO situated that a straight line A B, joining them, 
may be perpendicular to the line joining the centre of gravity 
ff with tiie point of support m. 

In a perfect balance all the parts must be symmetrical 
with respect to the fulcrum c; that is, the parts on either aide 
of this point must be exactly equal. Moreover, the scales 
must be in equilibrium when empty, and there must be as 
little friction as possible at the fulcrum c. 

5 1 . TAe False Balawx.— This balance has its arms of un- 
equal length, and is in equilibrium when charged with un- 
equal weights. But the true weight of a body may be fau,ad. 
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by a false balance in the following manner. First, vrdgh 
the body in one scale, and afterwards weigh it in the other ; 
then the mean proportional between these weights will be 
the true weight. For let z = true weight of the body, and 
W the number of ounces or pounds it weighs in the scale A, 
and w the ounces or pounds it weighs in the scale B ; then, 
hj Art. 39, we shall hare 

AcX a!=Bc X W, 
and Be X X- Ac X w. 
By multiplying these equations, there results, 
Ac. Bc,«» = Ao.Bc. W. w, 
.-. i» = Ww, 
or X = ^Ww. 
That ia, the trne weight is a mean proportional between 
.the two ftjse weights W and w. 

52. 7^ (hmuum Steefyard. — This is another useful ap- 
^ication of the lever for ascertaining the weights of bodies. 
It is a lever with arms of unequal length, by means of which 
a ungle weight P is sufficient to determine, from its positioii, 
the weight of any other body W. 

The beam of the steelyard is shewn in the annexed figure. 
C is its fnlcram. The body W, the weight of which is to 
be found, is sus- 
pended at the end S 
of the shorter arm, 
and the constant 
weight P is moved 
along the graduated 
iirm till there shall 
lie an equilibrium. 
Let us first assume 
that the scale and 
heavy hall at S keep 
the lever in equili- 
brium or horizontal, 
when the load Wand 
the weight P are removed, as is the case in some steelyards. 
Now, let W and P be applied to the steelyard so that they 
may balance each other, then PXCP = WXCS, or 
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W = 5^^, ... when C P = C S, W wiU be = P, and 

when CP = 2 C S, W will be = 2P, and so on. Therefore, 
if the longer arm of the lever be marked or graduated so 
that CI, C2, C3, &c., shall be equal to SC, 2SC, 3SC, &c., 
respectively; then, when P is at the 1st, 2nci, Srd, &c., marks, 
the corresponding weights of W will be P, 2P, 3P, &c. 
Thus if P = 1 pound then W will be successively equal to 
1, 2, 3, &c., pounds, when P is at the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, &c., 
marks or divisions on the longer arm of the steelyard. In 
the figure, P is shewn at the twelfth division on the longer 
arm, therefore, in this case, W = 12P ; and, if P s 1 pound, 
W = 12 pounds. 

53. If the lever do not balance itself, its weight must be 
taken into calculation by considering it to act at the centre 
of gravity ; and if the lever be in the form of a prism, or an 
uniform bar of any kind, its centre of gravity will be at its 
middle point. 

Let / be the whole length of such a lever or steelyard, and 
w its weight ; then the distance of the centre of gravity of 
the lever from its fulcrum C will be = ^ (/ — 2SC) at which 
distance the weight w acts, 

.-. WX SC = PXPC + i(/-2SC)tr 
whence P = ^ X SC -^i^«>(/- 2SC) 

Ex. l.-»Let the whole length of a lever be / = 8 feet, its 
lesser arm S C = 3 feet, and its whole weight tr = 4 lbs., 
and let a weight W z= 100 lbs. be suspended in the scale at 
S ; what weight P must be placed at the end of the longer 
arm to hold the lever in equilibrium ? 

By the formula given above 

^ WXSC-4tiK/-2SC) 100X3-2(8-6) ^^„^ 
P= ^^ ^= ^ =59ilbs. 

Ex. 2. — On a lever three feet in length a weight of 
500 lbs. is suspended at one end, at 2f inches from its ful- 
crum ; what weight at the other end will keep the lever in 
equilibrium, the lever being assumed to be without weight ? 

. Ans. 40 lbs. 

Ex. 3. — Required the force that will draw a carria<;^e- 




wheel over bq obstruction, aaauming tht; whole weight of the 
carriage to be collected at the axis of the wheel. 

Let he the centre of the wheel D C W, C the obstruc- 
tion, P the drawing power acting in the direction O P, ^V 
the weight of the load acting in 
the direction OW perpendicular 
to ihe horizon. Draw Cm, C n 
perpendicular to OP, OW, Then 
the wheel, in turning over the 
obstruction, must turn round the 
point C ; therefore C may be 
considered as a lever, the fulcrum 
of which ia C, and Cm, Cn are the perpendiculars from the 
fulcrum in the directions of the power and weight respec- 
tively. 

Hence P : W : : C» : Cm : : sin COn : sin COw. 

Put the radius of the wheel W = r, and the height of 

the obstruction =n%V = h; then Cn = ■^2rh — A», and 

sin C O » = p-TT = = (since A is usually very 



If, therefore, "W and ^ — be given, P will be least when 



P = W V . 

Ex. 4. — If weights of 2, 4, and 6 cwts., be suspended at 
the distances of 3, 6, and 9 feet from the fulcrum of one arm 
of a straight lever, and weights of 4, 6, and 8 cwts., be sus- 
pended at 2, 5, and 6 feet from the fulcrum on the opposite 
arm ; where must a weight of ^ cwt. be placed to keep the 
lever in equilibrium? 

jins. 4 feet from the fulcmm on the first arm. 

Ex. 5. — The arms of a bended lever PFW are of equal 




EXAMPLES ON THE LEVER. 23 

length, and make an angle at the fulcrum F of 135®; re- 
quired the position in which the lever will rest, when two 
weights of 3 and 5 cwts. are placed at P and W ? 

Ans. PF makes an angle of 8° 37' with the horizon. 

Ex, 6. — Required the weight of the body W, when the 
power P. on the lever in the last example, is 3 cwts., and the 
arm PF is horizontal. Ans. 4 J cwts. nearly. 

Ex. 7. — A beam A B sustaining a weight W at the point 
F, is supported by two posts at A and B ; it is required to 
determine what portion of the weight 
is sustained by each of the props or 
posts, the weight of the beam being 
neglected. 

Supposing the beam to turn on B 
as a fulcrum we shall have 

Pressure on A X AB = W^ F B, 

, FB X W 

.*. Pressure on A = 7^=; — . 

A B 

Similarly, by supposing the beam to turn on A as a fulcrum, 
there will result, 

T> T^ AFxW 

Pressure on B = — -^r; — . 

AB 

Ex. 8. — Two men carry a weight of 2 cwt. hung on a^ 
pole, the ends of which rest on their shoulders; what part 
of the load is borne by each man, the weight hanging 6 inches . 
from the middle of the pole, the whole length of which is ' 
4 feet ? Ans, 140 lbs. and 84 lbs. 

Ex. 9. — ^Let the length of the beam A B in Example 7" 

be 30 feet, FB = 10 feet, and consequently AF = 20 feet, 

and the weight W =18 cwts ; required the pressures on the 

supports A and B. 

„ . FBxW 10x18 ^ 

Here pressure on A = — , ^ = = 6 cwts., 

^ AB 30 

, -J AFxW 20x18 ,^ ^ 

and pressure on B = — T-=r — = — -- — = 12 cwts. 

A B 30 

Note 1. — If two or more weights be suBpended at different points of a 
beam, supported by posts or props, the pressures due to dach weight must be 
found for each of the posts separately, and the sum of the pressures on each 
post will glye the total pressure on eadi. 



NomS. — If the weight of the beam be tiken into c*leaIatioa,tbKt«d^t 
mut be coDwdered u ictlag an iu cenCrs if gnyitj, which contn, if tha 
baam be of nniform thi«kne«i, will be >t the middle poiat of the beim. 

Ex. 10. — A beam, the length of which is 18 feet^ is sap- 
ported at both enda ; a weight of 18 cwto. is sospeDded at 3 
feet from one end, and a weight of 12 cwts. at 8 feet from the 
other end ; required the pressure at each point of sairporL 
Am. The pressures, b^ Note 1, are found to be IS 
and 9f cwts. 
Ex. 11. — If the weight of the beam in the last example be 
12 cwts., required the pressure on each point of support. 
Atu. 21 and 15f cwts. 
Ex. 12. — A uniform beam 40 feet in length, the weight of 
which 18 4 cwts., is supported by two props A and B, 30 feet 
apart; now a weight of 24 cwts. is suspended dd the beam at 
the distance of 10 feet from B, the beam projecting 8 feet 
over the prop at A,And 2 feet over that at B ; required the 
pressure on each of the props. 

Afu. 10| cwts. on A, and 17f cwts. on B. 

TO GRADUATE THE LEVEB OV A SAFBTT TAI.TE. 

The safety valve is for the purpose of preventing the 
borstiiig of boilers bj the elastic force of the steam. A F is 
a graduated lever turning on F 
as a folcrum ; V is the Talve, 
which is raised when the elastic 
force of the steam becomes too 
great for the pressure of the 
w^ght W, which presses down 
the valve by means of the lever 
AF. 
Let AF = L, VF = i; "W = weight at A, w weight of 
the lever A F, r = radius of the valve, and P = greatest 
pressure per square inch of steam in the boiler. Then wr' = 
area of the valve or its orifice, » r» P = pressure on the 
valve, and by the property of the lever. 

LxW + iLxw = lx»r*P, whence 

w = --'\-»'-" <i) 

The weight W at tha end of the lever may be determined 
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from Formula (1), after which the length L', corresponding to 
any other given pressure P', may be found from the following 
formula, which is derived by substituting L' for L and P' for 
P, in (1) and transposing which gives 

^ ^ • (2) 

Ex. 1.— Required the weight W when A F = 24, VF = 
3 inches, weight of the lever 4 lbs., radius r of the valve = 
l^ inches, and the pressure P of the steam in the boiler 40 
lbs. per square inch. 

Here the area of the valve irr« = 3-1416 x(l J)* = 7-07 
square inches nearly, which, by omitting the small decimal, 
may be taken as 7 square inches ; whence 

^^,.MF-iL«,^7X 8X40-12X4^ 

L 24 

That is, 33 lbs. put at the end of the lever will give the 
required pressure. We have next to find the distance 1/ from 
F, at which this weight must be put to give any other re- 
quired pressure P*. 

Ex. 2.*— Let the pressure P' be 20 lbs. per square inch, 
all the other dimensions and weights being as in the last ex- 
ample, required the distance A F = L^ 

By Form. (2). 

»rMP — 4Lw 7X3X20—12X4 ,,.. ^ 
L = :^^— 2 ^ 33 =llAmches, 

for the new distance A F at which the weight W must be 
suspended to give a pressure of 20 lbs. per square inch. 
Similarly, the distances on the lever may be found for any 
other pressures to complete the graduation of the lever. 

Ex. 8.— A beam of timber, 24 feet in length, is found to 
balance itself on a prop lO^feet from the greater end; but on 
placing the middle of the beam on the prop, it requires a 
man's weight of 200 lbs. standing on. the less end, and also a 
weight of 20 lbs., at a distance of 4 feet from this end, to 
balance the beam ; what is the weight of the beam ? 

Ans. 11 cwts. 48 lbs. 

2 
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54. The wheel and axle coneista of wheel with a CTlindricsI 

axis, passing through its centre perpendicular to the plane of 

the wheeL The power is appli^ to the circamference of tiie 

wheel, and the weight to the circnmference of the axis. 

dJ3. 'Baov.^The wheel and axU are in equHibrium (cAcn 

the power ii to the tceight at &e 

radiut of axle is to ^ radw o^ 

the toheeL 

Let CA, CB be the radii of the 
wheel and axle, at the extremi* 
ties of which the power and 
weight act ; then A S C may be 
considered as a lever, the ful- 
crum of which is C ; and since 
the power P and the weight W, 
bang suspended by cords, act 
pcrpendicularty to A C, we shall 
have 

P : W :: CB : CA, that is 
P : W : : rad. of axle : rad. of wheeL 



56. Cob. 1.— If theponerpact in the direcdoDaji,whicb 
cuts A C at right anglea in u, then there will be an leAiii- 
Ubriumwhen^j : W :: CB : CD. 

57. Cob. 2.— When P and W sustain each oibee try 
means of a wheel and axle, the thickness of the rope by 
which they are sustained must be taken into account ; that i% 
we must add half the thickness of the rope to each of the 
distances at which P and W act. Therefore, if B = radius 
of the wheel, r = radius of the axle, and 2t=c thickness of 
the rope, then we shall hare 

P : W :: r + t : E + t 
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59. Cor. 3. — ^If the wheel be acted upon without a rope, 
the above proportion becomea 

P : W :: r + t i R. 

When P and W may be found as in the preceding case. 

Note. — By increaiiDf; the tite of the wheel hi proportion to that of the 
azle> a veiy smsll force nuy be made to balance a wry great iteight. but nn 
the veigbt Is increawd, the »ze of the wheel moat also be increnteil to an 
iDconv^ent extent. Hetice the ose of a aretem or combination of wheele 
and axlea. Now aa the wheel and axle is onlj a modification of the lever, 
«o also a Bfstem of wheels and axles is only a modification of the componnd 
lever, already described in Art 48. A gyatem of wheals and axles are some- 
times tamed by simple contact with each other, and Bametimcs br cords, 
chsioBi or straps passing over them ; in all soch cases the friction of the enr- 
&ce9 prerents their Blldiag on each other; but the most nanal method of 
transmitting power to complex machlneiy Is by means of teeCA or co^t. which 
are raised on the sniftcta of the wheels and axles. 

60. Prop. — In a syflem of toothed wheels and axks, it is 
required to find the relation between the power and the weight, 
when they are in equilibrium. 

The power P is ap- 
plied to the circum- ~ ' 
ference of the first 
wheel a, which trans- 
mits its effect to the 
circumference of the 
first axlo or pinion b ; 
this acta on the cir- 
cumference of the se- 
cond wheel e ; and so 
on through the pinion 
c to the wheel f, till 
the force i H transm itted 
to the laetaxlec^ which 
supports the weight 
W. This system or 
combination of wheels 
and axles is evidently 
the very same in prin- 
ciple as the combina- 
tion of levers in Art. 48 j therefore P is to W-as the product 
of the radii of all the axles is to the product of the radii of idl 
the wheels ; and if the letters, referring to the wheels and 
2* 
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axles in the annexed figure, denote the radii of those wheels 
and axles, we shall have 

V iW i. bed I aef 

, ^ Wbcd ,^, 
whence P = 7- (1) 

and W = ^^^ (2) 

oca ^ ' 

61. .Cob. — Since the numher of teeth in wheels are as 
their radii, P : W : : product of number of teeth in all the 
pinions : product of number of teeth in all the wheels ; 
whence the number of teeth in the respective wheels and 
pinions may be substituted for their radii in the two pre- 
ceeding formulae. 

Note. — ^By a combination of wheels and axles, such as that just referred 
to in Art. 60, a power to any extent whatever may be acquired. 

Ex. 1. — A weight of one ton or 2240 lbs. is sustained by 
a rope of 2 inches in diameter, going round an axle 4 inches 
in diameter ; what weight must be suspended at the circum- 
ference of the wheel, by a rope of the same thickness, to 
obtain an equilibrium, the radius of the wheel being 6 feet ? 

By Form. (2), Art. 57, P = ^ ^t^^ • 

Here W = 2240, r = 2, R =s= 72, and 2 <= 2 or * = 1, 

whence P = ^^y+J) = ^ = 92^1bs. 

72 + 1 73 ^ 

K the thickness of the rope had not been considered, then 

£x. 2.—- In a combination of wheels and axles there are 
given the radii of the wheels, 20, 26, and 48 inches, and the 
radii of the pinions and a^le 4, 5, and 8 inches. Now, if a 
power of 1 cwt be applied to the circumference of the first 
wheel, what w^ht unll it be able to sustain at the circum- 
ference of the fude or last pinion ? 

By Form. (2), Art. 60. 

^^Pa^^ll2X^X26)<18^jj2X26X61bs=156cwt. 
ocd 4X0X0 

Ex. 3. — The number of teeth in each of three successive 
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wheels ia 144, and the number of teeth in each of the axles 
or pinions is 6 ; what weight will this machine support with a 
power of 2 cwt.? Atu. 1884 tons 8 cwt. 

Ex. 4. — A power of 10 lbs. balances a weight of 300 lbs. 
on a wheel, the diameter of which is 10 feet; what is the 
diameter of the axle, the thickness of the rope on the wheel 
being one inch, and that of the rope on the axle two inches ? 

THE FCLLBT. 

62. A pvJUy is a small wheel moveable abont an axis 
passing through its centre, in the citcumference of the wheel 
is a groove to admit a rope or flezibte chain. The pull^ is 
called fixed or moveable, according aa its axis is fixed or 
moveable. 

63. Pbop. — In the tingle fired puBey there 
it on equHibrium when the power atid xoeight 
are equal. 

For through the centre C of the pulley draw 
AB, which represents a lever of the first kind, 
of which the fulcrum is C, and since the arms 
A C, C B are equal, the power and weight 
suspended at A and B must be equal when 
an equilibrium is obtained. 

64. Fbop. — fFhen &e power tuttamt the weight by a 
of one moveaile pulley, the power itjutt 
half the weight, if Ae portiont of the 
ttutaaUng cord be paraUeL 

First, it is evident that the rope 
P C D A B H must have the same ten* 
sion everywhere throughout its length, 
or the system would not be in eqaill' 
brium, and this tension must be equal 
to the power F, and since the tensions 
of the two parts of the rope AD, BH 
are each equal to P, the weight W, 
suspended irom the axle of the pulley 
A B, must be necessarily equal to 2 P. 
— ITie same may be proved in the fol- 
lowing manner, suppose A, B to be 
joined by a line passing through the 
axle of the moveable pulley, then the 



■ 





line A B may be considered 
as a lever of the second kind, 
the power F acting at A, the 
weight ftt the axle of the 
pulley, and the fulcrmn at 
B i therefiire P : W : : \AB 
(=rftd.) : AB : : AB : 2AB, 
conBeqnently 2P =3 W, or 
P = i W. 

65. Cob. 1. — The same 
principle may be applied to a 
system or combination of pnl- 
leyg, all drawn by one cord, 
passing over an equal num- 
ber of fixed and moveable 
pulleys. In fig. 1, P : W 
: : 1 : number of parts of 
the cord passing aver the 
moveable block. Therefore, 
in tg. 1, where tbe num- 
ber of parts of the cord go- 
ing over the moveable block 
b4, we shall have P : W :: 1 :4, 
whence 4P = W, orP = JW; 
and generally, if the number of 
these parts of the cord be n, we 
shall have P : W ; : 1 : «, whence 

P= " or W = mP. 

66. Cob. 2. — In Sg. 2, the 
weight, being sustained by three 
cords, is equal to three times the 
power; and generally, if the num- 
ber of the parts of the cord (pass- 
ing over moveable pulleys) be n, 
we shall have P : W : : 1 : : «+ I, 
whence W = (a + 1) P. 

67. Prop. — In a combination 
where each ptdley han^s by a te- 
pareUe cord, and the cordt are 
parallel P : W : 1 ■.2"; being 
the number of moveable pulley*. 
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In this combuution, a cord goes over the fixed palle; E, 
under the moveable pulley D, and is fixed to the hook at 1. 
Another cord is fixed to D, goes under the moveable pnlley 
C, and is fixed to the hook at 2j and so on. 
From Art. 63, the weight at D = 2 P, 

theweightat C = 2 x weight at D=2*P. 
the weight at = 6 2 x weight at C = 2'F 
and if the number of moveable puUeys be m, then 
W = 2» P. 

68. CoB.^The teneions of each of the strings in ihis sys- 
tem is shewn by the numbers above the hooks ; these ten- 
aions being P, 2 P, 4 P, 8tc. 

69. Note. — Althongli the porer increues rapidly tn this t^Wm, Mag 
donUed by the addition of erti? moresbls pnllsy; but thli •dvantage over 
Ule common ■j'stem ii more than coonterbsliuiced by the veiy limited range < 

9 ia tbe common blocks, the motion may be continaed till the flxtd knd 
rertle block come into contact, but is thia ayitem the motion can oslj 
be Gontlnned till D and E come into contact, at which time the other pulleTi 
«r]U be taz apart, because C rises ozUy half as bat aa D, B only one-foorUi, 
and A only one-dghth ■■ flut Hence the longeat poidble range ia bnt a 
amalt portioa of the irhole b^ht occupied by the eyatem, which accoidingly 
ent^b a great waste of apace, and i« hardly of any practical ns& 

70. Prop.— There toill be an eqmlibriwm on the fmgU move- 
aJAe puQey, when the power u to the weight as radius to Iwica 
the cosine of the angle lehieh either ttring mahea with the direc- 
tion in which the siring acta. 

A cord fixed at H passes under the moveable pnlley B, 
and over the fixed palley 
C, the power P being ap- 
plied at the extremity of 
the cord. The weight W 
is suspended to the cen- 
tre of the moveable pul- 
ley B, which in this case 
is assumed to be of very 
small radius. Draw the 
vertical line AB of such 
a length as to represent 
the weight W, and com- 
plete the parallelogram A D B E ; then B D, B E will repre- 
sent the tensions on the cord, which are evidently each equal 
to the power P, ,-. all the sides of the parallelogram are 
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equal. Now, conceive ED to be joined, b; » line not shewn 
in the figure, then we sball have F : W : BD : AB : : rad. : 
2 cos A B D, because the angle E D B is the complement of 
A B D. Whence 

W = 2Pcos ABD. 

71. CoB.^If the weight of the moveable pulley be con- 
sidered, and that weight = w ; 

then PiW + w::! :2co6ABD. Whence 

W = 2Pco8ABD — le. 

Ex. 1 — In a system of pulleys, such as shewn in fig. 1, 

Art. 65, the nuinber of moyeable pulleys being six, required 

the weight, the power being ^ cwt. and the weight of the 

moveable block and pulleys being 36 tbs. 

Ex. 2. — If the angle mode by the horizon and a cord pass- 
ing under a moveable pulley be 30° ; what proportion does 
the power bear to the weight ? Ant. P =■ W. 

Ex. 3.— If the angle in the last example be 45° ; what 
proportion does the power bear to the weight ? 

Am. P : W : : 1 : V2. 
Ex. 4. — If w be the weight of each pulley in Art. 67, then 
prove that W a= 2» P — (2" — 1 )w. 

THE mCLUfED FLAKE. 

72. The inclined plane is considered in mechanical science 
as a smooth, perfectly hard and inflexible surface ; the iron 
rails on an ascending or descending gradient of a railway 
may be regarded as a plane of this ^d, or at least a near 
approach to it. 

73. Prop. — When a body ia in equilibrium on an ifKHned 
plane, P : W : : t/te sine of 
the inclination of the plane lo 
the horizon : the cosine of the 
angle which the suttaimng 
cord makes with theplane. 

Let A B be parallel to the 
horizon, A C a plane inclined 
to it ; W a body sustained on 
the plane by a power P acting 
in the direction WD. Draw 
WE perpendicular to AB, 
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take WD, WE to represent the two forces P and W, and 
complete the parallelogram WEFD. Since P and W are in 
equilibrium, their resultant must be perpendicular to the 
plane AC, and the^ will be supported bj the reaction of the 
plane. Hence the pressure R of the body on the plane will 
be represented hj the diagonal WF of the parallelogram, and 
the three forces P, W, and B will, therefore be proportional 
WD, WE, WF, and 

P 1 W : : W D : W E : : Bin W F D : sin D W F. 

Bntsin WFD = ainFWE = BinBAC; and, since the 

weight Wmay be regarded as a point on the plane A C, and 

because WF is perpendiculaT to AC, sin DWF = cos CWD, 

hence 

P: W :: sin BAG : cos CWD. 
74. Cob. 1.— When ooa CWD = rad. = 1, then 
P:W::sinBAC:l 

:: CB :AC, 

that is, F : W : : the height of the plane : its length ; also 
W ; to pressure R against the plane ; : A C : A B, 
that is, W : B : : the length of the plane : its base. 
WxBC 



Whence P = 



(1) 



AC 

W = ^^^^ 
BC 

WxAB 

®-T4C- 

In this case the direction of 
the power is parallel to the 
inclined plane A C, as in the 
annexed figure, and the 
weight is the greatest that 
can be Bupportedby the given 
power P. 

75. Coa.2. — If the power 
act parallel to the base A B, 
then the angle CWP = com- 
plement of DWF, and 
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P: W :: Bin BAG: 008 BAG. 
:: CB : AB. 

76. Cob. 3. — If the power act perpendicular to the hori- 
zon the CWD = 90° — BAG, therefore co« CWD « 
ain B A C, and consequently 

P :W ::1 : 1, or P = W. 
In thia case the weight is entirely supported by the power, 
a.nd there is no pressure on the plane, which is oleo s^-evi- 
(ient from the nature of forces. 

77. Cor. 4.— Hence it ia easily seen that, if %wo weights 

balance eat^ other 
on .two indioed 
planes-oPtbe same 
height, as 'in the , 
annexed figure, 
the weights must 
be directly pro- 
portional to the 
lengths of the 
a which they rest. 
NiTTE. — Example! would have been given here, u bu >lresd7 been done 
afMr the exporition of tbe piindplei of tbe other mecbuticol powen ; but u 
the ucdgt and the icrta ore only modificaliona uf the Inclined plane, the 
screw being chiefly combhed wtt^ one or more of the othw mecboDical 
povera, it ia thought beat to treat immedietely of the principlea of these two 
povere and aftenrarda to give co[aaDa examples on the inclined plane whidi, 
■■ a power on tailwaya, loada. Sic., peifonna moot important tffacxa, awond 
onl)' to thoaa of the aleam engine. Alao, previaiu to giving these examples. 
It will be proper to explein the natnre and define the power of vaiioua irotk- 
iog ^enta b^ wbicb fbicea are ImpoRed. 

THE WEDO-E. 

78. The wedge is commonly used for separating bodies 
that are strongly bound or pressed together, as for cleaving 
timber, in which case it is urged by percussiou. The force 
impressed by percuuion, or a blow ou the back of the wedge, 
has an effect incomparably greater than any mere pressure 
or dead weight, such as is used in the other mecbsjucal 
powers. But as tbe force of percussion cannot be measured,- 
we ahall only here compare its effects on wedges of different 
inclinations. 
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79, In the wedge ABC, the power acting perpendicular to 
the back ATt is to the fines acting perpendicular to either side 
A C Or B C as the breadth of the back 
AB is to the length of the ride AC or 
^C, the wedge mil be in egwUbrium. 

For when three forces are in equili- 
brium, tbej are as the corresponding 
udes of a triangle, drawn pei^endiculi^ 
to the directions in which these forces 
act. But AB is perpendicular to c^C the 
direction of the force against the back, 
and A C, B C are perpendicular to the 
forces acting against them ; therefore, if 
P = force on the back, and W = pressure on A C or B C, 
then P : W:: AB : AC ::2sinACB : I, 
.-. P = 2WsinACB. 

THE SGBEW. 

80. The screw is a spiral groove winding round a cylinder 
90 as to cat all the lines drawn on its sur^ice poraHel to its 
axis at right angles. The screw is, therefore, nothing more 
than an inclined p^e, wrapped round the Borface of the 
cylinder, the base of the plane being etmal to the circumfer* 
ence of the cylinder's base, and coincidiag with it, and the 
height of the plane equal to the distance A B between two of 
the threads. 



&1, Prof.— /n a verticai screw, when there 
6riam, P : W -.id ■.2wr; in 
which d is the distance between 
ttoo contiguous threads mea- 
sured tn a direction parallel to 
the axis of the screw, and 2vr 
' is the drettn^erenee of the circle 
tehieh P describes. 

For, since 
the screw is 
Dothing more 
than an in- 
clined plane 
ABC, un- 



! an eqniti- 




wrapped from the cylinder, (see the small fig.) the base B A 
of the plftDe being equal to the circumference of the cylinder's 
base, and the height AB of the plane equal to the distance 
between two of the threads of the screw, and since the power 
in this case acta parallel to the base, it follows from Art. 75, 
Cor. 2, that P : W : : AB ; BC : : the distance between two 
of the threads : the <»rcumference described by the power, 
which in this case is the circumference of the cylinder, to 
which the power P is supposed to be applied, the wei^t 
W resting on the top of the screw, as sliewn in the larger 
figure. 

F : W : : A B : the circumference described by P, 
:: d ■.2*r, 

82. Cob. — Instead of considering the screw to raise a 
weight W by acting TerticaUy, we may suppose it to be ap- 
plied to produce a pressure W in any other direction, and the 
proportion between P and W will be the same as before. 

83. Prop. — /n the endiess screw there will be an equilibrivm, 
when P:W::rfxpXj/x(''x^c. : 2«rx r' x r" X r^' X^., 

where d is the dittance between the 
threads and 2rr the circumference 
described by the power, a* before, and 
/, r", i'", ^c. the radii qf all the 
wheels, and p, p, r, Sfc. Ae radii of 
aU the axles. 

The endless screw is so combined 
with the wheel and axle, or with a 
system of wheels and axles, that the 
threads of the screw may work in the 
teeth of the first wheel, the teeth of 
the pinion of this wheel working the 
teeth of the next wheel, and so on, 
the weight being supported by the 
asle of the last wheeL Let F = 
power produced by the screw at the 
circumference of the wheel E, the 
power P acting on the winch AC at 

A, then, by Art. SI, 

PiP" ■.•.d:2'r, 

and in the wheel and axle. Art. 60, 
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F : W : : p, p', p\ &c. : r, r', r^', &c. 
.-. P : W : : dp, p\ p\ &c. : 2irr, /, /*, /", &c. 

84. Cor. — In the figure to Art. 83, there are three wheels 
E, F, and G, and their pinions or axles, whence in the S3rs- 
tem referred to 

P : W i-.rfpp'p" :2»r/r'r"'. 

NoTB. — ^The number of teeth in the wheeto and pinions may be sobetitnted 
lot their radii, as in Art. 61. 

Ex. 1. — The distance PW (fig. Art. 81.) at which the power 
acts is 6 feet, and the distance between two of the threads of 
the screw is 2 inches ; what weight will a man be able to 
raise, when he acts at P with a force of 150 lbs. ? 

Here the power acts 72 inches from the centre, hence 
2irr = 2x72x 3*1 416 = 452"39 inches = circumference 
described by the power ; whence, by Art. 81, 

P : W : : 2 : 452-39 in which P = 150 lbs. 

...W = l^?:?y<^ = 83929ilte. 

Ex. 2. — ^If the endless screwbe turned by a winch AC of 
18 inches, the threads of the screw being distant \ an inch 
each, the screw turns a toothed wheel E, the pinion of 
which turns another wheel F, the pinion of this another 
wheel G, and on the pinion or axle of which is sustained the 
weight W; now the radii of the wheels to be 18 inches, those 
of the pinions and axle 2 inches, and the length of the winch 
AC = 22 inches ; what weight will a man "be able to sustain 
who acts at the handle of the winch with a force of 150 lbs. ? 
From Art. 84. 

P = 150 : W : : I X 2» : : 2 3 X '1616 X 22 X 18», whence 

^ ^ 150 X 2 X 8I416 X 22 x I8« ^ 3^3^^^ ^^ ^ 

ix 2» 

13496 tons, nearly. 

VIBTUAL VELOCITIES. 

85. Tbof,'-^!/ a power and weight be in equiUbrium in any 
machine, and the whole he put in motion ; the power : weight 
: : the weights velocity : the power^s velocity. 

One proof of this important proposition may be simply de- 




rived from an enumeration of the casea (£ the different me- 
chsnical powers. 

(1.) l%e lever. Let AFB be a lever, kept at rest hy tba 
power P and the weight W ; and let the lever move tbrough 
a very small angle to Ae 
position aF6i then A and 
B will evidenUv describe cir- 
cular area Aa, ab, which will 
be aa the velocitiea of the 
points A and B, and altimate- 
i^ these arcs maj be taken 
(or straight lines perpendi- 
oular to A B, and because the triangles AFa, BFft have the 
equal angels at F, we shall have 

Aa:Bi::AF:FB, 
.-. P'a veL : W's vel : : W : P. 
(2.) In the wheel and axle, if the power be made to des- 
cend through a space equal to the circumference of the whee^ 
the weight will be made to ascend through a space equal to 
the circumference of the axle in the same time, and siace 
these drcumferencea are as their radii, we shall have 
Ps vel. : Wa veL : : rad. axle : rad. wheel : : W : P. 
(3.) In the smgk moveable pwliey with parallel ttringe. If 
the weight ascend 1 inch, ea^ of the strings is shortened 
1 inch, whence the power descends 2 inches, therefore 
Fs veL : Ws veL : : 2 : I : : W : P. 
(4.) In the fy»lem of pvBeyt (Art. 65), if the weight aa- 
oend 1 inch, each of ^e strings at the lower block will be 
^ortened 1 inch, and the power will descend n inches] 




Fa ret : Wb veL :; Wi 



P's veL : Ws vel. :: B : 1 :: W : P. 
(5.) In the incliited pkme, let 
the weight W be raised through a 
small space Ww and let WA be 
drawn in the direction of the 
power, causing P to descend ; then 
W lo, tr 71 are as the velodtiee of 
power and weight, therefore 

: AB ; AC : : W : P. 
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(6.) In the screw^ if the power P describe the circumfer- 
ence of a circle, the radios of which is PW, (Art 81) liie 
weight W will be raised through a distance equal to two ad- 
jacent threads of the screw ; therefore 

P's vel. : Ws veL 2 : 2* x P W : AB : : W : P. 

88. Cor. 1. — Hence not only in the mechanical power, 
taken singly, but in any combination of them, we shall have 
.generally 

Fs veL : Ws vel. : : W : P. 

87. Cor. — The weight of a body multiplied by its velocity 
is called its momentum ; and it is hence evident that, in ge- 
neral, when there is an equilibrium, the momenta of the power 
cmd weight are eqttaL On this principle the power of a 
machine may be estimated, and frequency this will be found 
the simplest method* 

ON FRICTION. 

88. In the investigations of the problems in equilibrium 
the surfaces of bodies have been assumed to be perfectly 
smooch ; but, in practice, all bodies are found to be more- or 
less rough, and therefore the results that have been deduced 
will be more or less modified by the effects of this roughness, 
which produces a retarding force called friction. It has been 
found by experiment that this retarding force or resistance, 
on a given surface, is a certain proportional part of the 
weight of the body moved, and that it is not affected by the 
rate of motion,nor by the extent of 
the rubbing surface. Thus, if the 
weight W rest on the horizontal 
plane A B, and it be drawn hori- 
zontally by a weight F attached to 
a cord passing over a pulley P, then 
tlie weight F, which is just suflS- 

dent to draw W along the plane, will measure the friction of 
W on the plane. If W be 1 ton, then, in the case of a well 
made, smooth Macadamized road, the resistance of friction 
is found to be about -^ of the whole load, or F is about 75 
lbs. to the ton ; so that a horse drawing 1 ton along sucli a 
rood, must pull with a force of 75 lbs. ; which is called tlie 
traction of the horse. In the case of a railway, where the 
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Action is probably the smallest in all ways, being about -^ 
of the weighty therefore, if W be 1 ton, then F will be 

W 1 

-— = 8 lbs., and if - = j^ then, generally, F will be = 

«oU II 

W 

•—-. The fractions -^ and j^ are called the oo-efficients 

of friction. 

89. If the inclination cf the planey an tohich a body it 
moved^ is smalls as on the ascending and descending gradients 
of railways, and the ascents and descents of common roads, 
the pressure on the plane will evidently l)e very nearly equal 
to the weight of the body ; hence the resistance produced by 
friction may be calculated with sufficient accuracy after the 
manner explained in the last article. 

90. Now, let P = power requisite to draw a weight W, 
including its friction, along a plane with a rise of h feet in 
100 feet, Q = power requisite to draw W along the plane 

exclusive of friction, and let the friction F be = — =: an n 

n 

part of the weight ; required the relation between P and W. 
By Art. 74. Q : W : : A : 100, 

whence Q=J^; 

, ^ r^ ^ AW. W An-flOO^ 

butP = Q+F = -+-=^^^W, 0) 

^ lOOwP 

Ex. 1. — ^If a train of 30 tons be moved along a level rail- 
way; what power wiU be required to overcome the resistance 
of friction at the rate of 8 lbs. per ton, or i-^ of the weight ? 
Here the required power P is equal to the resistance of 
friction, that is, by Art 88, 

W^304:2210^ 
IT - r - ^ 280 ' 

or, P = 8W = 8x30 = 2401bs. 

Ex. 2. — The gradient of a railway rises 2 feet in 100 ; 
what power will be required to draw a train of 50 tons up 
the gradient, the coefficient of friction being ^^ orn = 280 ? 
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By Form. (1), Art. 89, 

P - i^JOO 5x280+100 

^" lOOn ^ - 100x280 X 50 x ^^40 - 2640 lbs. 

Ex. 3. — The ascent of a turnpike road is 5 feet in 100 ; 
what power will be requisite to dniw a load of 6 tons thereon, 
the coefficient of friction being -^-j or ?» = 24 ? 

Here p , ^^^H-lOO 5 x 24 x 100 __ 

^^^^"" 100« ^ " 100x24 6X^^- 

1344 lbs. = 112cwt 

THE USEFUL EFFECT OB MODULUS OF A MACHINE. 

90. The useful effect or modulus of a machine is, the 
fraction which expresses the ralue of the work compared 
with the power applied, which is expressed by unity. Thus, 
if a machine only perform -I of the work applied to it, in this 
case \ of the work or power applied is lost by friction, and 
•| is called the modulus of the machine. The work that is 
Uius lost depends on the nature and extent of the rubbing 
surfaces. The work thus lost in the screw, the inclined 
chain-pump, &c., is very great. The following is a table of 
the moduli of machines for raising water, with examples of 
their application. 

Inclined chain pump j- 

Upright chain pump \ 

Bucket wheel f 

Pumps for draining mines ... \ 

Ex. 1. — ^A power of 150 lbs. is applied to the winch which 
turns the axle of an inclined chain pump ; what weight of 
water will this power raise, the length of the winch bemg 20 
inches and the radius of the axle 4 inches ? 

By the property of the lever, or wheel and axle, in con- 
junction with the table, 

4 W = |x 20x P, whence 

4 
Ex. 2. — The piston of a steam engine draws the rod of a 
pump for draining a mine with a force of 6 tons ; what weight 
of water will be raised by the piston ? 
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Here the engine is supposed to act with a lever with 
equal arms. 

/. W = |P = |x6 = 4 tons. 



THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OP STATICS TO 
THE WORK OP LIVING ACJENTS AND HO 

MACHINEBY. 

In applying the principles already laid down, to estimate 
and compare the different kinds of work performed under 
different circumstances, it becomes necessary to have a dis- 
tinct measure or unit of work by which the various results 
can be estimated and o(»npared. 

91. 7^ EngUsh unit of work is the power necessary to 
rcdse one pound through a space of one fboL Thus, if cme 
pound be raised one foot either by a Hving agent or by a 
machine, then one unit of work has been p^ormed ; if 1 lb. 
be raised 6 feet, then 5 units of work has been performed ; If 
4 lbs. be raised 6 feet, then 4 x 6 = 24 units of work has 
been performed, and so cm. Hence the units of work per^ 
firmed are measured hy product of the weight of the body tn 
poundSy and the space or height in feet trough which it is 
raised; also, pressures or resistances of every Idnd, in what- 
ever direction they are exerted, may be expressed in pounds 
and therefore measured by the unit of work here described. 

Ex. 1.— How many units are required to raise a corf of 
coals of 5 cwt. from a pit, the depth of which is 60 fathoms? 

Weight of coals in pounds = 112 x 5 = 560 lbs. 

Depth of pit in feet = 60x 6 = 860 feet. 

.-. the units of work required = 560x 360 = 201,600. 

Ex. 2.— -The ram of a pile engine weighs 9 cwt., and it 
has a fall of 21 feet, required the units of work exerted in 
raising the ram ? 

Units of work = 9x 112x21 = 21,168. 

Ex. 3. — How many units of work will be required to pump 
6000 cubic feet of water from a mine, the depth of which is 
80 fathoms ? 

A cubic foot of water weighs 62j^ lbs., hence, 



• • 
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Weight of water = 62| x 6000 = 375,000 

units of work = 375,000 x 80 x 6 = 180,000,00a 

Ex. 4.-tA horse, moving at the rate of 3 miles an hour^ 

draws a bucket of water weighing 100 lbs., out of a well, by 

means of a rope passing over a pulley ; required the units o( 

work done per minute. 

o 3 . 5280x3 ^, 

Space passed over per mmute = — ^r — sa» 264 

oo 

.*, units of work per minute = 264 x 100 =: 26,^XX 

Ex. 5. — How much labouring force will be required to 
raise 1000 gallons of water from a well, the depths of whieb 
is 50 fathoms ? 

Ex. 6. — How many units of work will be performed by a 
man descending a mine 50 fathofns deep, and drawing up a 
weight of 140 lbs. over a fixed pulley, the man's weight 
being supposed slightly to exceed the given weight ? 

Ana. 42,000 IbB. 

SOURCES OF LABOUBINO FOBCE AKD THE WOBX OP 

LIVING AGENTS. 

92. The chief sources of labouring force are animakf in- 
cluding ma?iy toateTf windy and steam : the labouring force or 
work of animals varies according to the manner in which 
they exert their strength, and it is estimated by M^ number 
cf units of work which they can raise, or move 1^ drawing, 
or bv pressure in any direction, in one minute. The follow- 
ing table shews the amount of effective work, that can be 
performed by several of the most common living agents. 

Work done per minute. 

Duration of labour, eight hours per day. 

Horse powor 33,000 units.* 

A man turning a winch 2,600 „ 

drawing horizontally 3,200 „ 

raising materials with a pulley 1,600 „ 

throwing earth to the height of 5 feet 560 „ 

* This is the number of units of work assigned by Watt to a horse, but 
by recent experiments, it has been found to be considerably too much, f of 
which, or 22,000 is considered to be the work of a horse of average strength ; 
however, the number given in the table is still retained by engineers as the 
number of units of a horse's power. 
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The work of a mule and an ass are respectiyelj estiniated 
at f and ^ of that of a horse. 

JPork of water. — ^When water acts on the float boards of a 
Wheel, the quantity of work which it is capable of performing 
is equal to the product of the weight of the water and the 
height through which it falls. 

Work of steam. — Steam acts by its elastic force against the 
surface of the vessel in which it is contained, and the mea- 
sure of its pressure is the number of pounds it will raise 
upon one square inch. Thus, if in a steam engine the 
surface of the safety valve be one square inch, and have a 
weight of 40 lbs. placed upon it, and the steam be just aUe 
to raise the valve, and to escape, the pressure of the steam is 
said to be 40 lbs. per square inch. 

Examples of manual power. 

Ex. 1. — How many tons of earth will a man raise in 8 
hours working with a winch, (wheel and axle,) from a mine 
20 fathoms deep ? 

Here the time of work is 8 x 60 = 480 minutes, hence 

Units of work per day = 2600x 480 (see table.) 

Units of work in raising 1 ton ^ 

to the height of 20 fathomE^ > = 2240 x 20 x 6 

or 120 feet ) 

.*. Number of tons raised ...... = ^^^^ — -- — -= 4*64. 

2240x20x6 

Ex. 2. — ^How many cubic feet of earth of 100 lbs. peiffoot, 
will a man throw to the height of 5 feet in a day of 8 hours? 

No. c. ft. = ^^^^» = 537f 

100x5 * 

Ex. 3. — How many tons of earth will a man raise with a 
single pulley in a day of 8 hours, from a mine 80 feet in 
depth ? 

No. of tons = 1^^^^ = 4f . 

2240 X 80 ^ 

Examples of horse power. 

Ex. 4. — How many horse powers will it require to raise 5 
cwt. of coab per minute from a mine 100 fathoms deep? 
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Weight of coals raised per minute = 5x112 = 560 lbs. 

Depth of mine in feet = 6x 100 = 600 feet. 

.*. units of work per minute = 560 x 600 = 336,000. 

Now a horse does 33,000 units of work per minute, (see 
table, Art 92.) 

^ -r*^ 336000 

.-. Horse powers, or EP = -33Q55 = 10^. 

Ex. 5. — ^How many horse-powers will be required to lift 
10000 cubic feet of water per hour, from a mine 80 fathoms 
deep? 

Weight of water = 62| x 10000 lbs. 

Depth of mine... = 6 x 80 feet 

_62|x 10000x6x80 



.-. units of work per min. = 



60 



62ix 10000x6x80 _ 
"^^ ^ = 60X33000 ^^^**- 

Ex. 6. — How many cubic feet of water will an engine of 
10 horse-powers rabe per hour, from a mine 80 fathoms 
deep ? 

Ex. 7. — ^Required the number of cubic feet of water which 
an engine of 60 horse-powers will raise per hour, from a 
mine 80 fathoms deep, supposing \ of the work to be lost by 
friction. 

Ex. 8. — ^A forge hammer weighing 5 cwt makes 60 lifts 
of 2 feet each in one minute ; what is the horse-power of the 
engine that moves the hammer ? 

WOBK IN HOYING A CABBUOE OB RAILWAY TRAIN ON A 

HORIZONTAL PLANE. 

NoTB.— When a locomotiye engine commences its motion, its power ex- 
ceeds the resistance, and therefore the speed of the engine continues to 
increase mitil the resistance hecomes equal to the power of the engine, tiien 
the speed of the train will be uniform, which is commonly called a steady 
speed, or the greatest or maximum speed, the work destroyed by ^e resist- 
ance being now exactly equal to the power exerted -by the locomotiye engine. 
The same may be said of aU other machines ; and it is on this principle that 
the following investigations are made. 

93. By Art 88, the friction on a horizontal plane is 
— , or the nth part of the weight w of the carriage or train ; 
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— being the coefficient of friction, therefore the whole resist- 
ance to motion on the plane is also = --• Let F ^ power 

or units of work required to move the train, s = space in feet 
moved over in the time i in minutes, and £P = number of 
horse-powers in P; then P = 33000 IP = units of woik 

or pounds moved one foot in one minute, and — =r feet 

w w s 

moved in one minute by the weight — , whence - x - 

= units of work required in moving the carriage or 
train; 

.-. P = 33000 IP = - X *• 

n t 

In railway calculations of this kind tc and s are usually 
given in tons and miles, which are to be reduced to pounds 
and feet by multiplying them respectively by 2240 and 5280, 
also n is most commoidy == 280 ; if, therefore, we substitute 
2240 W for w, 5280 S for *, and 280 for n, in Form. (A), we 
shall have, after reduction, 

__128W.S 1-28 W.S .,^ 

^ "-ioo7~=" 'i — ^^> 

whence W==.j-^ (2) 



1-28W 



, ^ 1-28 W.S ,^, 
ff ^^ 

Ex. 1. — ^Required the horse-power (IP) of a looomotive 
engine, which moves with a steady speed of 60 miles per 
hour, on a level railway, the weight of the train being 45 
tons, and the friction ^hf ^^ ^^^ weight of the train, the re- 
sistance of the air not l^ing considered. 
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By Form. (1> 

;_ 1-28 W.S 1-28x45x50 ^^ , 

^ s _ SB ;es 48 horse powers. 

i oO 

Ex. 2. — An engine of 40 £? moves witli a steady speed of 
35 miles per hour on a level railway ; required the weight of 
the train, the friction being as usuaL 

By Form. (2), 

^^riss'^ 728735 = ^^* *^^ 

Ex. 3. — In what time will an engine of 50 £?, moving a 
train of 60 tons, complete a distance of 40 miles ? 
By Form. (4^ 

^ 1'28W.8 1-28x60x40 .,., , _,, .., . 
t ="'^-^ — = ^5 = 61Hmin. « 1 h. H|min. 

Ex. 4.-*— How many miles per hour will a train of 40 tons 
be drawn by an engine of 35 IP, the friction being as usual? 
By Form. (3), 

^ W.t 35x60 .. , ., 

1.28 W 1-28x40 " 

Ex. 5. — To how many pounds per ton does the friction 
amount in Example 1., the engine being 48 IP? 

By transposing Form. (A) ^ 

l_ 33000^.g. _ 33000x60x48 ^ i £»the 
n w2 ""2240x40x5280x50^'*^^ 

weight of the train, or 8 lbs. per ton, the values of tr and s 
being in pounds and feet respectivelv. 

Ex. 6. — ^If 4 horses draw a load of 6 tons, 2 miles per 
hour, on a road of which the coefficient of friction is -^i how 
many units of work will each horse perform ? 

By transposing Form. (A), and putting U instead of 33000, 
we shall have 

TT ^^ 6x2240x2x5280 ^^_^ •* p u 

U = =r = 7:^: — rr^ — : «= 29568 units of work. 

nt.:^ 20x60x4 

Ex. 7. — ^What must be the effective BP of a locomotive 
engine, which moves with a uniform speed of 50 miles per 
hour, on a level railway, the weight of the train being 30 
tons, and the friction as usual ? Ans, 32 H^. 
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Ex. 8. — ^In what time will a locomotive engine of 50 IB, 
which moves a train of 135 tons, complete a joumej of 80 
miles on a level rail ? Ans. 3 h. 4^min. 

Ex. 9. — ^At what rate per hour will a train of 100 tons be 
drawn by an engine of 50 £P on a level rail ? 

Ex. 10. — The maximum speed of a locomotive engine of 
50 IP is 40 miles per hour on a level rail ; required the 
weight of the train. 

WORK nr aVEBCOMING THE JOINT RESISTANCES Or FBICTIOK 
AND GRAVITY ON AN INCLINED RAILWAY OS 

COMMON ROAD. 

94. Let P = power and w = weight in pounds of a carriage 
or train, and h = rise of the inclined plane in every 100 feet 

lOO-hkn 

of its length; then, by Art. 89, Form. (1), P == ^ — w; 

lUO A 

and let £P, s and t respectively represent the horse-powers, 
space in feet, and time required in moving the weight 

— — - — tr, as in the last article; then P = 33000 EP = 
100 n - 

units of work in pounds, and j = feet moved in one minute 

. . . . 100+An ^ , 100-hAn s 

by the weight ^^^ w; whence ^^^ wx j = 

units of work required in moving the weight, which must be 
equal to the units of work in the power, 

... P=„«X,H.= >^.xi 

Now, let W = weight moved in tons and S = space in 
distance moved in miles, as usually given in railway calcula- 
tions; then to = 2240 W, and s =s 5280S ; these values being 
substituted in Form. (A), and n being taken ^=^ 280 as in the 
last article, there will result, after reduction, 

256(5 + 14A)W.S . 

1000 1 ^^ 
, -^ 1000 ^ . EP 

^^"°'" ^ = 256 (5 -hH A) S <^> 
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__1000£JP_ 

256(5 4- 14 A) W ^^ 

256(5 + 14A)W.S 
^~ lOOOIP ^"^^ 

^ . 1000^. IP— 1280 W.S 
^^ ^ = 3584 W . S • (^^ 

# 

Note.— In all these fonnuls Amust be taken negatively, when the weight 
or train descends the plane, in which case gravity assists the moving power, 

it also appears that when h is negative and eqaal -^ of a foot, then no 
power is required to move the train, for the value of HP vanishes, since in 
this case 5 + 14 h becomes = 0. 

Ex. 1. — A train of 40 tons ascends a railway gradient, 
rising 2 feet in 100, with a uniform speed of 15 miles per 
hour ; required the IP of the locomotive engine, the friction 
being as usual. 

By Form. (1), 

256(5 + 14A)W.S 256(5 + 28) x 40x15 
"" 1000 e *" 1000 X 60 "" ^^^' 

Ex. 2. — ^Required the IP, as in the last Example, when 
the weight of the train is 60 tons, the rise 1 in 200 or \ in 
100, and the rate of motion 30 miles per hour. 

Ans. 92 IP. 

Ex. 3. — ^An engine of 75 IP ascends a gradient, rising ^ 
in 100, with a uniform speed of 20 miles per hour ; required 
the weight of the train. 

By Form. (2), 

1000 i.W 1000 X 60 X 75 

"■ 256(5 + 14 A)S"" 256 (V -r 5) x 20 "" ^^'^ *^"^' 

Ex. 4. — A train of 120 tons descends a gradient, rising ^ 
in 100, with a uniform speed of 50 miles per hour ; what is 
the IP exerted by the engine ? 

Here h must be negative, because the train descends the 
gradient; hence 
By Form. (1), 

^^ 256(5- 14A)S.W 256 (5 -i)X 50x120 

1000^ 1000x60 ~*5»T- 

Ex. 5. — A train of 50 tons ascend» a railway gradient, 



having a rise of 1 in 600; what is the apeed of the eagine 
when its IP = 40? 

By Form. (3) the speed is found = 25^ miles per hour. 

Ex. 6. — At what rate per hour will a train of SO tons be 
drawn by an engine of 60 IF up a gradient rising I in 800 ? 

Ex. 7. — An engine of 40 IP draws a train of 50 tons, 
with a uniform speed of 25^ miles per hour ^p a gradient ; 
required the rise per cent, of the gradient. 

By Form. (5), the rise of the gradient is found to be 
^ per cent. 



FORCES ACTING IN ANI DIRECTION IN THE SAUE PLANE 
ON A BIGID BODy. 

(A). Pbop. — To _find the Temlta^ of any number of forces 
acting in the same plane on a rigid body. 

Let P, P, &c. be any number of forces, acting in the direc- 
tions PQ, FQ", &c. on 
the body in the plane 
X &.y; let Ax, A]/ be 
dmwn in this plane at 
right angles to each other ; 
and let x, y; x', ^ ; &c. 
be the co-ordinates of the 
points M, M', &c. ; also, 
let m o', &c. be the angles 
at which the forces P, P, 
&G. are inclined to the 
axis A a;, at Q, Q*. *c. 
Now let each of the forces 
P, F, 8tc. be resolved into two others X, Y ; X', y ; &c. 
parallel to the axes Kx, Ay, then there will result 
X = P cos o, X' = P cos <£, &c.; 
and Y = P sin a, Y' = P sin A &c. 
Let X, be the resultant of the first set of forces, and m 
its distance from tbe axis Ax ; and let Y, be the resultant of 
the second set, and n its distance from the axis A^ ; then by 
Art 20, there will result 

X, = X + X' + &c. 
Y, = Y + Y' + &c. 
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Xim = Xy + Xy + &c. 

Y,«= Ya? + Yy + &C. 

From these four equations X^, Yj, m, «, can be deter- 
mined. Take AC = m, AB = w, and draw C S, T B re- 
spectively parallel to Aa, Ay; then the forces Xj, Y^, acting 
in the dlirections C S, T B, may be assumed to act at their 
point of intersection D ; now let R be their resultant, and ^ 
the angle which its direction makes with the axis Ax ; then, 
we shall have 

R = ^/ (X,« -h Y,«), 

Y, 

and tan^ = =^; 

T 

whence the position and magnitude of the resultant of all the^ 
forces P, F, F', &c. becomes known, 

(B). Cob. — ^When there is an equilibrium among the forces 
P, F, F, &C9 one or more of them must act in contrary 
db*ections to the others, in which cases the sines and cosines 
of their directions must be negative according to the ^uad-l 
rant in which they fall, as estimated from the axis A a?. 
Hence it is evident that, in this case, 

R = x/(Xi" -f Yi«) = 0, and consequently 

Xj = 0, and Y^ = 0, or 

X 4- X -h &c. = 0, and Y -f Y' + &c. = 0. 

Ex. 1. — ^ABCD is a square, the side of which is 20 inches; 
and four forces of 8, 10, 12, and 16 cwts. act in the plane of 
the square, at the points A, B, C, D, and make respectively 
with AB the angles 30^ 45% 60% and 150°; what is the 
magnitude and position of a force, which acting on AB, shall 
keep the square in equilibrium ? 

Ans, Force 28*45 cwts., acting at an angle of 80° 26', and 
at a perpendicular distance of 16f inches, form (A). 

Ex. 2. — ^Required the same, as in the last Example, when, 
instead of a square, the figure is a rhombus, the acute angles 
of which are each 60°. 

Ex. 3. — ^If any number of forces, in the same plane, act on 
a point and keep it at rest, they may be represented by the 
sides of a polygon taken in order ; required the proof. 

a* 




ON rORCES WHICH ASB NOT Uf THE SAME FLAKE. 

(C.) Prof. — TofiTid the remltanl of any given number of 
forces, acting in any given direction* upon a point. 

Let AP be any force acting at the point A ; from A draw 
the three rectangular co-ordinatea Ar, Ay, Az, and complete 
the parallelepiped AF ; join FB, Am; then mB is a fuiral- 
lelogram, hence the force 
A P, acting at the point 
A, laaj be reeolved into 
two forces represented 
by AB, Am, acting at A; 
also, because CD is a pa- 
rallelogram, the force Ami 
may be resolved into the 
two forces AC, AD, act- 
ing at A. Thus the force 
A F is resolTcd into the 
three forces A B, A C, 
AD, acting in the direc- 
tions of the three co-or- 
dinates. — Let A F be represented by Q, and let "i ft y be the 
angles which AP makes with Ax, Ay, Az respectiTe^ ; then, 
because A B is perpendicnlar to the parallelogram F B, it is 
also perpendicnlar to the line PB, and .'. AB = AF cos a = 
Q cos » ; similarly to A C = Q cos A, and A D ^ Q cos y. 
— Now, let Q", Q', &c., be any other forces acting at A, and 
making with A a: angles "', "", &c,; with Ay angles J*", B", 
&c, i and with A z angles V, 7", 8(C. ; then, if all these forces 
Q', Q", &c., be resolved each into three others acting at right 
angles to each other at A, and if we make 

Qcoso + Q'co8'>' + Q"cos<>" + &c. = X, 
Q cos ^ + Q' cos fl" + Q" COS fl" + &c. = Y, 
and Qcosy + Q'eoaV + Q" cos t" -I- &c. = Z. 
X, Y, Z will be respectively equal to the sum of the resolved 
forces, acting in the directions of A «, Ay, A?. Now let 
B be the resultant of X, Y, Z, and *. p. <r the angles it makes 
with A 2^, Ay, Az; and let it now be assumed that A B, 
A C, A D shall represent X, Y, Z ; then we shall have 
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AP» = AB» + BP» = AB2 -f Am* = 
AB» -f AC + AD»; whence 
R = V (X» + Y» -h Z*) (1) 

also AB = APcos» = Rcosir, AC = Rco8p, and 

A D = R cos <r ; whence 
X Y Z 

cos ir = — , cos P = ^, cos <r = - . (2) 

(D). Cor. L— Since R» = X' + Y» -f Z» = R« cos« » -f 
R' cos* p -h R* cos* 0", there results 

cos' » 4- cos* p -h cos' (T = 1. (3) 

Therefore only two of the angles »» />» «* are required to deter- 
mine the position of the resultant A P. 

The equations (1) and (2) are available to find the magni- 
tude and position of the resultant R of three forces, acting 
oTh a point at right angles to each other ; which equations are 
usually given for this purpose in works on mechanics. 

(E.) Cor. 2,— When there is an equilibrium, we shall have 

R=:^/(X• + Y« -f Z«) = 0, 
consequently X =; 0, Y = 0, Z = 0, as in former cases. 

(F.) ^&OF.^^To find the resultant of any given number of 
parallel forces^ acting on a rigid body^ and not in the same 
plane. 

This may be most readily done by finding the resultant of 
any two of the forces (Art. 20), then by considering this re- 
sultant as one force, and next finding the resultant of this 
force and a third force, and so on till the resultant of all 
the forces be found. 

(G.) Prop. — To determine the conditions of equilibrium of 
any number of forces y acting in any directions on a rigid body* 

Let P, F, F', &c., be the forces, acting upon a rigid body 
at the points Q, Q', Q", &c.; and let A a;, Ay, A 2; be three 
axes at right angles to. each other ; x^y^z the co-ordinates 
of the point Q ; a^y y, oi those of the point Q', and so on. 
Also let «, /3, 7; o', fl^ y, &c., be the angles which the direc- 
tions of the forces P, F, F', &c., make with lines parallel to 
A J7, Ay, A 2; respectivdy. Now, let the force P be resolved 
into three others X, Y, Z, parallel to the three axes; similarly 
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let the force F be resolved into the three forces X^f, Z'; and 
so on. Thus the forces F, P, hc^ may be resolved into 
three sets of forces, acting at the points Q, Q", &c., and 
parallel to A «, A y, Az, respectively ; whence the conditionB 
of equilibrium may be readily found, as in Articles A and C 
and consequently the magnitude fmd position of their re- 
sultant. 

P80BLBHB ON ALL THE FBECEDIHG ARTICLES. 

(H.) Fbob. 1. — A barqfironAB, \2 feet long, restrngoH 
a letfye atS,is tvepported in a horizontal position ai the other 
end A by a chain A C, fattened to a hook at C, which is 16 
feel directly above B ; a weight W of 12 ciots. is subtended 
from the beam at%, S feet from B ; required the tension of 
the cord, the weight of the iron bar being 4 cwls. ■= w. 
Perpendicular to A C draw B D, which is readily found 
to be 9-6 feet, which is the per- 
pendicular distance, from the fnlmmi 
B of the force or tension acting 
in the direction AC; and the weigl^ 
of the iron bar acts at its centre of 
gravity G, the middle point of AB. 
Now, put T = tension of the chfdn 
and W ^ weight of the iron bar ; 
then, either by the property of the 
bent lever Art. 46, or by the equality 
of moments, we shall have 
B D X T = B E X W + B G X w = B E X W + JAB X w, 

wi..„™ T BExW+^ABxw 8 x12+6x4 

whence T= gJ = — =12icwt8. 

(I.) PROB. 2.— Required the weight W, in the last Problem, 
which will be necessary to break the chain A C, when it can 
just suatain 2 tons or 40 cwts. 

By transposing the formula in the preceding problem, there 
will result 

_ BDxT-iABxw 9-6x40-6x4 ^^__ 
W= ^ -= g- = 45 cwts. 

(J.) Pros. 3, — A cone BC, of given dimensions and 
weight, rest on one edge of its base at B, on the horizontal 





pbiHe AE, and m nuteumf by Ae card A C; now AC 
anrf A B a« yttwu A> defermMe fi&e fcnrioN ^ the cord A C 

From B draw B D per- 
pendicular to A C and from 
G, the centre of gravity of 
the cone, draw GE perpen- 
dicular to A E ; then BD, 
BE are reepecdvelythe per- 
pendicular distances &om 
the folcmm B| at which 
the force of tenaion on AC 
and the wdght of the cone 
act, whence by the propert; of tbft^tent lervy 

B D X tension onACsBGxwtof osnet 

.„ BE X wt. of cone' 

.*. tension on AC = gri )( 

a which B D and B E are reBd% Smnd hy: Mbme 



(K.) Fbob, 4.— a and B are two find pointa, and "W is a 
leeiffhl nupmdad at a loop On the cord AB C,Uu required 
tofind the (entiona on ihepartf AC, B C of the cord. 

The point C of the cord is kept at rest by three forces or 
tensions; i.^, the weight W 
acting by the cord CW, and 
the tenaione or forces of the 
cords CA, CB acting In the 
directions of the cords. From 
any point c in the line C W 
proUniged, draw cb, e a parallel 
to G A, C B respectively. Now 
that the weight W may be sup- 
ported in equilibrium, the re- 
sultant of the tensions of the 
cords C A, C B must be in the vertical direction c C, and 
must be equal to the tension exerted by W, and the tensions 
of the cords C A, CB will be respectively Co, C* (Art, 11). 
Hence, if F and Q represent the tensions of the cords C A, 
C B, we shall have 
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P: Q: W ::Ca:C6:Cc::ginBCc:niiACc: ACa 
whence F and Q become known. 

(L.) Coo.— If the figare be inTerted, and A C, C B repre- 
sent two props sopMvting a weight at C, the prQssnres on the 
two props will eridentl^ be the same as the tensions of the 
cords which have been jnst detersiined. 

(Jii.)PsoB.5.—AcordABCD, of ic^h Oe end> A, V 
art ^fixtd, and at two loop* B and C are »tupe*ukd two 
toeightt W and W; rtquirid the condition* of eguiii6rAim. 

Let the cord make with 
the vertical lines at the points 
B, C, the angles «, ti, and $, f 
respectively; aod let B the 
tension of BC, which will 
evidently be the same both 
at B and C. The point B is 
kept mt rest by three Forces 
or tensions, t. e., the weight 
W, the tension A in the di- 
rection AB, and the tension B in the direction B C. Whence 
by Art. K. 

W :P ::smABC -.sinABW :: 8in(a + (£) : sino 

Hence W = ^ "°,^° "*"'^ = B ahi a (cot ■ + cot .t). 

In Uke manner we shall have for the pcnnt C, 
W = B sin fl (cot e + cot S") ; 
and since ^ is the supplement oti, sin S = no b^, theref<HV 
W : W : : cot ■ -(- cot o' : cot P + cot S". 
In a similar manner we should find that, if there were 
more anglea, the weights would be proportional to the sum of 
the cotangents of the angles which the supporting cords make 
with a verticsl line. 
* Note. — A cord, when kept at reat in thia wa;, b called a /uninlor 

FrobUmt for Exercise, 
Prob. 6. — The height of a cone is double the diameter of 
its base ; what is the inclination of its axis with the horizon 
when it is on the point of faUing ? Atu. 45°. 
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PsoB. 7. — The ends of a cord 10 feet long ar^ fastened to 
two fixed points A and B, 6 feet apart, and. in the same 
horizontal line ; where must two weights in the proportion of 
3 to 6 be hung on the cord, so that, when at rest, thej shall 
be in the same horizontal line, at a distance of 3 feet per- 
pendicularly below A B ? 

Ans, 3 feet if inches, and 3 feet 4f inches from the 
ends of the cords. 

Pbob. 8.— The position of the centre of gravity of a right 
cone being given to find the centre of gravity of a frustum 
thereof. 

Pbob. 9.-^Bequired a solution to Prob. 3, when a given 
weight is suspended to the vertex of the cone. 

Pbob. 10. — Two uniform beams of equal length are con- 
nected by a joint at one extremity, and placed across a given 
cylinder ; required their position when in equilibrium. 

Pbob. 11.— How many tons of coals will a man, working 
with a wheel and axle, draw in a day of 8 hours from a mine, 
the depth of which is 165 feet ? 

* 

Pbob. 12. — How many cubic feet of water will a man raise 
in a day of 8 hours by a pump to the height of 35 feet, suppos- 
ing that he can perform 2500 units of work exclusive of the 
friction of the pump ? 

Pbob. 13. — A train of 80 tons ascends a gradient rising 
1 in 100; required the maximum speed, the engine being 
of 60 horse-powers ? 

Pbob. 14. — What power does the engine exert and in 
what direction, when the train in the last example descends 
the gradient with a constant speed of 45 miles per hour ? 

Pbob. 15. — The area of the piston of a high-pressure en- 
gine is 1200 square inches, the length of the stroke 8^ feet, 
and the pressure of the steam upon the piston 32 lbs. per 
square inch and the nimiber of strokes per minute 18 ; re- 
quired the number of cubic feet which the engine will raise 
from a mine 60 fathoms deep, the friction being estimated at 
1 lb. per square inch plus the pressure of the atmosphere. 



^*» 



THE CENTRE OF GRAVITT. 

95. Def. — The centre of gravity of a body or syattm of 
bodies is that point on which the body or system will balance 
itself in soy position whatever; or it is that point, which 
being supported, the body or system will be also supported ; 
hence the whole weight of a body may be considered as col- 
lected at its centre of gravity. 

96. The centre of gravity of a body is not always situated 
within the substance of the body. Thus the centre of gravity 
of a bow is somewhere in the concavity of the bow and not 
in its substance, and the centre of gravity of a ring is in the 
centre of its circumscribing circle. 

97. PsOP.^Ifa body be guspended at any point, it wiil 
not remain at rest, till the centre of gravity be in a vertieal 
line passing through the point of suspension. 

Let S be the point of suspension of the body S B T, O its 
centre of gravity ; then the effect of the weight of the body 
to put it in motion is the same as if its 
matter were collected at G-. Join S 6, 
and prolong it to K, through S, G 
draw S T, G ^ perpendicular to the 
horizon ; take G ^ to represent the 
weight of the body, draw g K perden- 
dicular to S K, and complete the paral- 
lelogram G K ^ H. Then the force or 
weight Gg is equivalent to the two 
forces G K, G H, of which G K is sus- 
tained by the renction of the fixed 
poiat S, and G H tends effectively to 
move the centre of gravity in a direc- 
tion perpendicular to S G, therefore 
the point G cannot remmn at rest till G H vanishes, that 
is, when S G coincides with S T. 

98. Cor. 1.— When G is in the vertical line ST, below 
the point of suspension S, the weight of the body will be 
effective in drauAng the point S. But if G be in ST above 
S, the body will produce ^pressure on S. In both cases the 
body will be at rest ; but there ia this important difference 
in the two cases, for if the body be moved from the position 
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of rest in the former case, it will have a tendency to return 
to it ; but in the latter case, if the position of the body be the 
least changed, it will tend to move further from its position 
of rest. In the first case it is called stMe equilibrium, and 
in the second unstable equilibrium. 

99. Cor. 2. — If the body be suspended by a cord P S, 
when there is an equilibrium the line P S will be vertical, 
and will pass, when prolonged, through the centre of gravity 
of the body, which centre will evidently descend to the lowest 
point. 

100. Cor. 3. — Hence the following experimental method 
of finding the centre of gravity. Let the body be suspended 
by a string, and be at rest, then the centre of gravity will be 
somewhere in the vertical line passing through the point of 
suspension. Again let the body be suspended from some 
other point, then a vertical line drawn through this point 
will also pass through the centre of gravity, which is, there- 
fore, in the intersection of these two lines. 

101. CoR. 4. — ^If a body be at rest upon a plane, whether 
horizontal or inclined, and if a line, drawn perpendicular to 
its centre of gravity, fall within its points of support, or 
within its base, the body will be at rest ; but if the perpen- 
dicular fall without the points of support or base, the body 
will fall. For, since all the matter of the body may be con- 
sidered as collected in the centre of gravity, in the former 
the body is supported, and in the latter not supported. 

102. CoR. 5. — ^In like manner, it is evident, that if a body 
be placed on an inclined plane, and be prevented from sliding 
by friction, the body will rest or roll down the plane, accord- 
ingly iis the vertical line passing through the centre of gravity 
falls within or without the base. 

TO FIND THE CENTRES OF GRAVITT OF CERTAIN BODIES 

OEOMETRICALLT. 

103. Axiom. — The centreof gravity of a materi.al straight 
line of uniform thickness and density is in the middle of the 
line. 

104. Prop. — To find the centre of gravity of a triangle 
ABC. 

Bisect A B, A C in M, N; join CM, B N, cutting each 
other in G; then G is the centre of gravity of the triai^le. 




For the triftugle may be considered to be compoaed of Unes, 
of uniform thickness and density, 
drawn parallel to A B, such aa a b; 
then by similar triangles, 
AU : an) :: CM : Cm :: BM : dm, 
and AM ^ B M, therefore a m = 
b m ; hence the line a b will balance 
itself on C M. Similarly erery othar 
line parallel to A B will be in equi- 
librium on C M i therefore the whole 
triangle ABC will balance itself on C M, and consequently 
the centre of gravity of the triangle is in C M. In like 
manner it may be proved that the centre of gravity of the 
triangle is in the line B N; therefore Gr the point of inter- 
section of C M, B N is the centre of gravity of the triangle. 
Join US; then, since A M = MB and AN = NO. HN 
is parallel to B C, therefore, 

BC : MN :: AB: AM ::2 ; 1; 

aho the triangles B G C, M G N are similar, and 

CG:GM::BC:MN::2 :1 

.■.CG = 2MN, and consequently CM = 3GM, 

which determines the position of the centre of gravity of the 

triangle. 

105. Cor. — In the same manner the centre of gravity of 
a paralleli^ram may be found by bisecting all its four sides, 
and joining the points of bisection of the opposite sides ; the 
intersectionof these joining lines will be the centre of gravity 
required. 

106. PROB. — To find the centre ofgrav^ of two bodiet A 
and B, connected by an inflexible line AB miStovt weight. 

Divide A B in G so that A : B :: GB : GA; then G 
is the centre of gravity. For, if G be 
the fulcrum of a lever AB supporting 
tlie bodies A, B in equilibrium, the 
above proportion will hold. Art. 42, 
therefore G is the centre of gravity. 

107. CoE. 1.— Hence A-t-B : A : : AB : GB. 

108. CoK. 2. — Hence the centre of gravity of any number 
of bodies connected by inflexible right lines without weight 
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may be found. Let A, B, C represent there bodies of which 

the centre of gravity is required: join 

any two of them, as A and B by the 

line A B; which divide in g, by Art, 

107, Cor. 1, BO that A + B : B : : 

A B : A^ ; then g will be the centre 

of gravity of A and B. Now sup* 

pose the snm of the bodies A and B 

to be collected at g ; join g and C by 

the line g C, and divide it at G, so that A + B + C : C : ; 

^ C : gG; then G will be the centre of gravity of the three 

bodies A, B and C. 

109. Cob. 3. — In like manner the centre of gravity of my 
nomber of bodies may be found, by finding as in the preceding 
Corollaries, the consecutive centres of gravity of 2, 3, 4, &c., 
bodies. 

110. Cor. 4. — If all the bodies he in a right line, their 
common centre of gravity may be found by finding the ful- 
crum on which they will all be in equilibrium, as in Art. 47. 

111. Cor. 5. — Hence the centre of gravity of any plane 
rectilineal figure may be found by dividing it into triangles, 
and first finding the centres of gravity of each of the tri- 
angles ; and supposing each of them to be collected at its 
centre of gravity, the centre of gravity of the whole will be 
found by Art. 108 and 109. 

1 12. Pbob. — To find the centre ofgrav^ ofang irregular 
plane figure AF fa. 

Divide the base AF into any 
number n of equal parts, in A, B, 
C &c, and draw the ordinates 
B &, C c, &c., at right angles to 
AF; then, if the ordinates be suf- 
ficiently near to one another, the 
parts a £, be, ed, &c. may be re- 
garded as straight lines without material error. Now, con- 
ceive the diagonals a fi, bC, c D, &c. to be drawn, then the 
figure will be divided into 2 m triangles ; and putting A a = 
a, Bb =b, &c., and A B = B C = &c. = A, the areas of 
these triangles will be 

iah, ibh, ibh, ^cA, ieh, idh, \dh, &c.. 
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and the distances of the centres of gravity of these triangles 
from A a are respectively, 

^A, «— |A, «4-|A, 2n--'ihy 2«4-|A, dn— |A, 3it+|A, &c, 

and multiplying each of these areas by the distance of its 
centre of gravity fVom A a, and adding them together, there 
results 

Now put the distance of the centre of gravity of the whole 
from Aa = x; then the sum of the products just found 
will be equal to the area of the whole figure x x =: 
«x|A(a-f26-i-2c + 2rfH /). Hence 

^ ^ + 2c -h Sd i/i/4- i(a-/) 

^ = ^^ a + 2b + 2c / ' 

CENTRES OF GRAVITY OF DIFFERENT BODIES. 

(See Integral Calculus. Weale's Elementary Series.) 

113. The centre of gravity of a cylinder, prism, or any 
other body, the parallel sections of which are equal, is in the 
middle of the axis of that body. 

114. In a cone or any other pyramid, the distance of the 
centre of gravity from the base is \ of the axis. 

115. In a conic frustum, or in the frustum of any regular 
pyramid, the distance on the axis to the centre of gravity 
from the less end is 

3 R« 4- 2 R r -f r« 

i ^ • R» + R r. + r« ' 

where L denotes the length or axis, and R and r the radii of 
the greater and less ends in the conic frustum, or the sides 
of the two ends in any regular pyramid. 

1 16. In the paraboloid the distance of the centre of gravity 
from the vertex is |^ of the axis. 

117. In the frustum of the paraboloid, the distance on the 

2R* 4- r' 

axis from the centre of the less end is 4 L . -^^^ -. 

jtc* 4- ^' 

where L is the axis and R and r the radii of the greater 

and less ends. 

118. In a hemisphere the distance of the centre of gravi^ 
is f of the radius from the centre. 
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Examples for practice. 

Ex. 1. — The weights of two bodies are 5 and 2 cwts., and 
their distance apart 21 feet; at what distance from the 
larger body is their common cenlare of gravity ? 

By Art 107. 5 + 2 : 2 : : 21 : 6 feet. 

Ex. 2. — If three equal bodies, considered as points, be 
placed at the three angles of a triangle, then the common 
centre of gravity of these bodies is the same as that of the 
triangle ; required the proof. 

Since the bodies A, B and G are all equal, the centre of 
gravity of two of them, as A, B will be at ^, the middle 
point of the side A B ; then two bodies must now be con- 
sidered as collected at ^, and let C^ be joined ; then by Art. 
107. A -h B = 2 C : C : : C G : G ^ : : 2 : 1 ; hence 
CG = 2G^ = |C^; .-.by Art. 104, G is the centre of 
gravity of the triangle AB C. 

Ex. 3. — Four bodies, considered as points, the weights of 
which are 6, 8, 10 and 12 lbs., are placed at the succes- 
sive angles of a square whose side is 3 feet ; required the 
distance of their common centre of gravity from the largest 
body. 

Ex. 4. — Two spheres of given diameter touch one another 
internally ; required the centre of gravity of the solid in- 
cluded between the surfaces of the two spheres. 

Ex. 5. — A iron rod of uniform thickness, 8 feet in length 
and weighing 80 lbs., has a weight of 60 lbs. suspended at 
one end ; what point in the rod will be the centre of gravity? 

As the rod is of uniform thickness its centre of gravity is 
at its middle point, that is 4 feet from the point where the 
weight is suspended ; whence 

80 + 60 : 60 : : 4 : 1-f feet from the less end. 

Ex. 6. — One of the sides of a given right angled triangle 
rest on a horizontal plane, and the other side is vertical ; 
reguired the greatest isosceles triangle which can be de- 
scribed on the hypothenuse as a base, so that the whole 
figure shall not fall. 

Ex. 7. — The height of a cylinder is double the diameter 
of its base ; required the angle of inclination of ii;s base with 
the horizon, when it is just ready to fall. Ans, 30^. 
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Ex. 8. — Seven equal weights are placed at seven of the 
angles of a cube; required the distance of their common 
eentre of gravity from the remaining angle. 

Ex. 9. — A hemisphere and a cone abut from a common 
base ; required the centre of gravity of the solid included by 
their surfaces. 



PART II. 



DYNAMICS. 



DEPIKITIONS. 

119. Dynamics tresXa of the action of forces producing 
motion, and of the laws of motion. 

120. Motion is the act of a body's changing its place ; and 
is divided into two kinds, absolute and relative, 

A body is said to be in absolute motion^ when it is trans- 
ferred from one point of fixed space to another ; and to be in 
relative motion^ when it changes its situation with respect to 
surrounding bodies. 

121. Uniform motion is when a body passes over equal 
spaces in equal times. 

122. Accelerated motion is when a body continually in- 
creases its motion over successive portions of space in equal 
times, and it is called retarded motion, when the spaces de- 
scribed continually decrease. 

123. Velocity is the degree of swiftness or slowness of a 
body's motion, and it is measured by the space uniformly df- 
scrthed in a unit of time, as in one second. 

124. The momentum of a body is the product of its velocity 
and quantity of matter, which last is in the compound ratio 
of its density and magnitude. 

125.. Accelerating force is measured by the velocity uni- 
formly generated in a given time, without regard to the 
quantity <n matter moved. 

126. Moving force is measured by the momentum uni- 
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formly generated in a given time, and it is equal to tbe pro- 
duct of the accelerating force and tbe quantity of matter. 

127t Let s be tbe space described in tbe time ^ witb tbe 
uniform velocity v ; tben by Def. 123, 

s = tv. wbence ^ =s -, and v =:- . 

V t 

Tbus, if a body move unifoiinly at tbe rate of 5 feet per 
second, and is 2 minutes or 120 seconds in motion ; tben 

s^tv^S X 120 = 600 feet, 

tbe space or distance passed over by tbe body. 

128. Let M be tbe momentum of a body, W its quantity 
of matter or weigbt, and v its velocity ; tben by Def. 124, 

M = W v, wbence W = — , and v = ==. 

V W 

Tbus, if a body weighing 20 lbs. moves witb a velocity 
of 6 feet per second, tben 

M = Wt? = 20 X 6 = 120 = tbe momentum. 

Newton's iaws op motion. 

129. First A body in motion, and not acted upon by any 
external force, will move witb a uniform velocity in a straight 
line. 

130. Second* When a force acts upon a body in motion, 
tbe change of motion in quantity and distance, is tbe same as 
if the force acted upon tbe body at rest. 

131. Third. When pressure produces motion in a body, 
tbe momentum generated in a given short time is propor<^ 
tional to tbe pressure. 

132. These three laws of motion are tbe simplest prin*" 
ciples to which dynamics can be reduced, and on them tbe 
whole theory rests. These laws, however, do not admit of 
accurate proof by experiment, on account of tbe many causes 
of error, which are impossible to exclude ; but are firmly es- 
tablished, from the following considerations. By assuming 
these laws to l)e true, and applying them to tbe investigation 
of the motions of tbe heavenly bodies, innumerable accurate 
results have been deduced, by operations more or less com- 
plex ; and these results have, in every cas^ been found to 
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agree with actual observation : it follows^ therefore, that 
these laws must be true. 

133. Fbop. — When the force (iccelerates un'^brmly^ the 
velocity generated in a given time is equal to the product of 
the force and time. 

Let/ be the accelerating force ; then f = velocity gener- 
ated in one second of time ; and, since the force is umform, 
/ will also be the velocity to be added in the end of the next 
second ; hence 2/ will be the whole velocity generated in 
two seconds. Similarly Sf will be the velocity at the end 
of three seconds ; and generally ^/ will be the velocity at the 
end of t seconds; therefore, putting v = velocity, there 
results 

v=^ft, hence *=7.* 

Thus, if/= force of gravity at the earth's surface = 
32^ feet, and the time of motion be three seconds, then 

V =zft = 32^ X 3 = 96i feet. 

134. Prop. — If a body be urged by a constant and uni' 
formforcCj the space which it describes^ from the beginning of 
the motion, is equal to half the product of the force and the 
square of the time. 

Let the time be divided into an indefinite number of equal 
parts ; then, in each of these equal parts of time, the space 
described will be equal to the velocity gained ; that is, hy 
Art. 133, = force multiplied by the time iVom the com- 
mencement of motion ; and the sum of all these spaces, or 
the whole space passed over, will be equal to the force mul- 
tiplied by the sum of all these equal parts of time from the 
beginning of motion. Put t s= whole time, s = the whole 
space described, and/ = force ; then 

s = (I'-f 2 + 3 + 4 + &c.... t)f 

- But the sum of the arithmetical series 1 + 2 + 3-1-4-1- 

&c....^ is = — — t; therefore, s = tf; but when 

t is indefinitely great compared with the indefinitely small 
parts or units into which it was assumed to be divided, we 
shall have ultimately 
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*-^t/=it'f. 


therefore 

1 


s=\t*f; 


whence 


. 2« 


and 


f=- 


* 

135. Cor. — Since v : 


=ftt < = -?. whei 


by substitation 


« = i*V=2V 



therefore v ^=i ^2sf. 

136. Prop. — If a hody^ urged by a constant and uniform 
forcBy move through any given space, it will move through 
twice that space in the same time by the velocity acquired* 

For, by Art. 133, v =:ft and, by the last Art. s^ = 
^ t^f =^ \t X tf; therefore, by substitution s = ^tv; but 
the space described in the time t with the last velocity v is 
tv; dierefore, the space described by the last velocity is 
twice the space described in the same time by the accelerat- 
ing force. 

137. Prop. — When a body is projected with a given ve- 
locity y, and acted upon in the same direction by a constant 
force/ : to find the space s described in the time t 

By Art. 135, the space described in the time t by the velo- 
city V = V^; and by Art. 134, the space described in the 
same time by the constant force/ will be = \t^f: but by 
the second law of motion, when any force is exerted on a 
body in motion, the effect is the same as if it acted upon a 
body at rest; therefore, the whole space described will be 
equal to the sum of the spaces described by each motion 
separately; consequently 

s = yt + it^f^(Y-\-}tf)t. 

138. CoR. 1. — ^If the body be projected in a direction op- 
posite to that in which the force acts, we shall have, for a 
like reason, 
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139. Cob. 2. — In the same manner it may be proved that 

t; =^ V -h ^/, 

when the body is projected in the direction of the force, and 

r = V - </, 

when projected in the opposite direction. 

1 40. Gravity at the earth's surface or terrestrial gravity, 
is that force by which bodies are urged towards the centre of 
the earth, and it is measured by the velocity it generates in 
a second of time. Experiments shew that a falling body 
descends 16^ feet in the first second, neglecting the resist- 
ance of the air, and that it has then acquired a velocity of 
2 X 16^ = 32^ feet, which is the true measure of the force 
of gravity; this quantity is usually represented by the letter 
g, which being substituted for / in the Fonnulae of Articles 
134 and 135, there will result 

' = i^^' = |^=i^t;. (1) 

2s 

9^ ^2gs=:2gt=-j, (2) 

^"2l V 2s ... 

and < = v^ — = - = — . (3) 

9 9^ 
Ex. 1. — Find the space through which a heavy body falls 
in 10 seconds, and the velocity acquired, g being = 32^, 

Here s = ^gt^ = ^ x 32^ x I0» = 1608^ feet, the space, 

and v = 2^^ = 2x 32^ x 10 = 643^ ft. the vel. per second. 

Ex. 2. — How far must a body fall to acquire a velocity of 
120 feet per second? 

V* 120* 
Here * = ^ = ^^ = 2234 feet. 

Ex. 3. — In what time will a body be in falling through a 
space of 100 feet ? 

Here t = ^/ — = >/ -r^ = 2^ seconds nearly. 

y 6 

Ex. 4. — How far must a body fall to acquire a vdooitj of 
1000 feet per second ? 
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Ex. 5. — An arrow, shot perpendicularly upwards, returned 
again in 10 seconds ; required the velocity with witich it was 
shot, and the height to which it rose, taking g =: 32^. 

Am. Velocity = 161 feet; height = 402^ feet. 

Ex. 6. — A body is projected vertically with a velocity of 
1000 feet per second ; required its situation at the end of 
10 seconds. 

Ex. 7. — With what velocity must a body be projected 
downwards, from a height of 150 feet, that it may pass over 
that space in 2 seconds? 

This is done by Art. 137, and the vel. ia found to be 42f ft. 

Ex. 8. — If a body be projected perpendicularly down- 
wards with a velocity of 50 feet per second ; where will the 
body be at the end of 10 seconds ? Am, 1429^ feet. 

Ex. 9. — A stone is dropped into a well, and after 3 
seconds it is heard to strike the water ; required the depth 
of the surface of the water, the velocity of sound being about 
1 127 feet per second. Awt. \Z5\ feet, nearly. 

Ex. 10. — A body has fallen through m feet when another 
body begioa to fall from a. point n feet below it ; required 
the distance the latter body will fall, before it is passed 
by the former. . n* 

■' Ans. -1 — 

4»i 
141. To determine the conditiom of motion on an xncUjted 
plane ihrouffh the effect of gravity. 

Let A B be an inclined plane, B C its horizontal base, 
A C its height, and P a body 
descending on the plane ; 
&om P, the centre of gravity 
of the body, draw 'Pp per- 
pendicular to B C to repre- 
sent the pressure of P occa- 
sioned by gravity; draw also 
P e parallel and P/ perpen- 
dicular to A B, and complete 

the parallelogram ef, then the force P^ ia equivalent to the 
two Pe, Vf, of which P/ is sustained by the reaction of 
the plane; the force Pe is wholly efficient in accelerat* 
ing the motion of the body P. Let this force be repre- 
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sented by / and P/i by g force of gravity, then by similar 
triangles. 

fig ::P6 : P/> : AC : AB, 

._ XCxg 
•• •'" AB • 

Now, put AB==4 AC = A, and the angle A B C ^ «, 

then the force, which produces motion on the inclined plane, 

becomes 

/. h 
/=^-=r^sina. 

Hence the accelerating force on an inclined plane is con- 
stant, and the equations of motion will be obtained by sub- 
stituting this value of/ for g in equations (1), (2), and (3) of 
Art. 140. 

« = if = ^'=V?^ (2). 



2s Iv ^ 2ls 

and t=--=-rr—s/—r (3). 

V gh gh ^ ' 

Ai • h V 2s v^ 

Also sin o = y = — ; = — r = 5 — (4), 

/ gt gt^ 2g8 

s = ^gt*8ma = ^ — ; — (5), 

* 2^ sin a ^ ^ 

ty = ^ ^ sin a = <^2gs sin a (6), 

and t = — ; — = >/ — : — (7). 

gsma gsina 



Cob. 1.— K* be taken s= / in Form. (2), t; = ^ ^ ^ , 



it becomes v = tJ2gh\ hence, the velocity acquired is the 
same as would be acquired in falling through the height of 
the plane. 

Cor. 2. — If a body be projected down or up an inclined 
plane with a given velocity v then the distance ^, which 
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the body will be from the point of projection in a given time 
/, will be respectively 

2ht^ t 
and s:=tv JT "^ Tl^^^^ " ^^^^ ^^^' 

Ex. 1. — The length of an inclined plane is 200 feet, and 
its height 25 feet ; through what space will a body descend 
on it in 6 seconds ? 

By Form. (1), 

^ght^ 16A^x25x6» ..o-,^,. , 
s = ^ — " 200 " ^ inches. 

Ex. 2. — The length of an inclined plane is 100 feet, and 
its angle of inclination 60°, required the time of falling down 
it, and the velocity acquired ? 

By Form. (7), 

2"^ 200 

t= ^ —. — = ^/ — -— = 2-68 seconds 

g sin a 32^ X '866 

and by (6) v = gt sin a = 32^ x 2-68 x -866 = 74-6 feet. 

Ex. 3. — If an inclined plane rise 2^ feet in 100, in what 
time will a body, descending down this plane, acquire a ve- 
locity of 5 feet per second ? 

By Form. (3), 

Iv 100 X 5 ^^^ 

^ = — 7 = ^171 5", = 6-22 seconds. 

gh 32| X 2^ 

Ex. 4. — If a body be projected up an inclined plane, which 
rises 1 in 6, with a velocity of 50 feet per second ; required 
its place and velocity after 6 seconds. 

Ans. 20S\ feet from the bottom, and velocity 17f feet. 
Ex. 5. — If a body be projected with a velocity of 40 feet 
per second down an inclined plane, which rises 1 in 3; what 
space will it have moved through at the end of 6 seconds ? 

Ans. 144^ yards. 

142. Phop. — If a circle be in a vertical plane, the times of 
descent dovm all its cords, drawn from both extremities of 




its vertical diameter, are equal; and tie 
velocities acquired in faUijtg down the 
chords are proportional to their lenffths. 

Let A C B be a circle, A B its verdcal 
diameter, AC any chord drawn throogb 
A, and C D perpendicular to A B ; then 
by the last article. 



= AB. 



.AD 

,2 A B . , A C» 

= ^___ ,.nee by geo. ^^^ 

This result being independent of the position of C, the 
times of descent down all chorda are equal, and also equal to 
time of falling freely down the diameter A B. 

Also by the last article the velocity acquired down A C 
ia equal to ___^__ 

In which, since g and A B are constant, the velocity acquired 
down any chord A C is as the length of A C. 

In the same manner this proposition may be proved with 
respect to any other plane C B. 

Lemma. — Previous to discussing the following propositions, 
it will be proper to give Atwood's experiment, for examin- 
ing the motions of bodies, when acted upon by constant 
forces. The machine he used for this purpose was a single 
fised pulley, with its axis placed on wheels to diminish the 
friction. Two equal weights F, F are placed in two similar 
and equal boxes, connected with a string passing over the 
pulley; then these weights will exactly balance each other. 
Now, let another weight p be added to each of them sepa- 
rately, and it will then be foimd that the velocity generated 

in a given time is always proportional to -^r^ ; that is, 

if the whole mass or weight moved be the same, that 
is, 2F + P, the velocity as p, the weight that puts the 
whole system in motion ; and if ;i be constant, the velo- 
city is inversely aa 2 F -|- p which is the whole mass or 
weight moved. Since, then, the velocity is proportional to 
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P 

rr—- — , it follows that /I is proportional to (2 P + j^) x ve- 
locity, and therefore is proportional to the momentum gene- 
rated in a given time, or varies as the moving force. This 
establishes the truth of Newton's third law of motion in a 
most satisfactory manner. 

143. Prop. — When two uneqtial bodies are connected by a 
cord hanging over a fixed puUet/, to determine the nature of 
their motion^ the cord and pulley being considered without 
weight. 

Let P and Q be the two bodies ; then it is evident that the 
moving force is in this case proportional to the excess of P 
over Q, that is, to P— Q; but the accelerating force is as the 
moving force divided by the quantity of matter moved, by the 

P— Q 

third law of motion, and is therefore as p |^^ • When Q 

= 0, the body falls freely, and the accelerating force is the 
force of gravity g ; hence the accelerating force in this case 

is/= ^ — pr g. This value of the accelerating force being 

substituted for g in the formulae Art. 140, will shew the rela- 
tion between the space, velocity, and time of the two bodies. 

144. Prop. — To find the accelerating force when one body 
draws another along an inclined plane. 

Let a body P descend down the inclined plane, and draw 
the body Q up another inclined plane, (see ^g. Art. 77) ; and 
let a and fi be the respective angles of elevation of the planes, 
on which P and Q are in motion ; then the force of P in the 
direction of its plane is equal to P sin o, and the force of Q 
in the direction of its plane is equal to Q sin )B. Now, if these 
forces be equal, the bodies P and Q will be in equilibrium ; 
but if P sin a be greater than Q sin iS, P will descend and 
draw Q up the inclined plane. Since the difference of these 
forces, i. e., P sin o— Q sin fi produces motion, and the whole 
mass moved is P-h Q? it may be shewn, as in the last article, 
that the accelerating force is 



#•— ^ sip « ~ Q s^Q ^ 
f- P + Q ^* 



145. Cob. 1.— When P hangs vertically, then a ss 90% 
and therefore, 

4 



74 DYNAMICS. 

P+ Qsin^ 

•'"" P + Q ^• 

146. Cor. 2. — ^When P hangs vertically, and Q is on a 
horizontal plane^ then « = 90° and iS = 0, therefore, 

•^-P+Q^- 

Ex. 1. — ^P and Q hang over a fixed pulley, P = 97 lbs. 
and Q = 96 lbs.; required the space descended by P in 10 
seconds. 

XT /- P-Q 97-96 i?' , . 1, . . 

H^^« / = P+Q ^ = 97T96 ^ = 193'''^^'*'' ^'°«'"^ 

^'. . A c • 1 .3 ' ^ \9t^ 193 X 100 

stituted ioT gm s :=. ^gt\ gives ^j^g-^ ^2^093 "^ 

8-|- feet r=r space descended by P. 

Ex. 2.— A weight P of 1 lb. drags a weight Q of 99 lbs. 
along a smooth horizontal table; required the distance de- 
scended in 10 seconds. 

P 1 

Here/sr= - ij . q ^ ^ Too^* ^^^^ substituted for ^ in « 

, ., . i^^' 16|xl00 ,^, ^ 

= \9 t\ gives s = 1^ = ^^^ = 16^ feet = 

space descended by P, 

Ex. 3. — There are two equal weights, one of which de- 
scends vertically and draws the other up a plane, inclined 
30° to the horizon ; required the accelerating force. 

Am. /= 1-^ = 4^ feet 

ON MOTION UPON A CURVE AND THE VIBRATIONS OF 

PENDULUMS. 

1 47. Prop. — If a body fall from rest down a perfecdy 
smooth curved surface^ the velocity acquired is eqteal to that 
which would be acquired in falling through the sameperpem* 
dictdar height. 

Let A B C D be a system of planes ; draws D T parallel 
and A T perpendicular to the horizon, also draw P ^, C «, 
parallel to D T. The veiocity acquired in falling from A to 
B is equal to that which would be acquired in falling from 
A to 6 (Art. 141, Cor. 1), and supposing no velocity is lost in 
passing from one plane to another, the body will begin to 
descend down EC with the velocity acquired in falling 
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through A B consequently the velocity acquired at C will be 
the same aa in falling perpendicularly through A c. Simi- 
larly it may be shown that the 
Telocity acquired at D frill be 
equal to that which would be 
Acquired in falling through 
the perpendicular distance 
A T, auppoaing no yelocity to 
be lost in passing from one 
plane to another. Now, let 
the number of planes be in- 
creased indefinitely, then the 
.angles at B, C, &c., will be di- 
minished indefinitely .therefore 

the velocity lost is dimioiahed indefinitely, and the system of 
planes approximates to a curve A,B CD aa its limit, in which, 
therefore, no velocity will be loat. Hence the wliole velocity 
acquired in falling down the curve AB C D is equal to that 
which would be acquired in falling down the same perpen- 
dicular altitude A T. 

1 48. Cor. I . — If a body be projected up a curve, the per- 
pendicular altitude to which it will ascend is equal to that 
through which it must fall to acquire the velocity of pro- 
jection ; since the body in ascending will be retarded by the 
same degrees that it was accelerated in descending. 

149. Cor. 2. — This proposition is true when the body is 
retained in the curve by a string or cord, which is at every 
point perpendicular to the curve, since the string will, in this 
case, support that part of the weight of the body, which was 
before supported by the curve. 

THE PBNDGLDU. 

150. Dst. 1. — Apendulum consists of a heavy body, sus- 
pended by a thread or slender wire, and made to vibrate in a 
vertical plane. When the body is considered as a point, and 
the thread or wire without weight, it is called a nmpk 



151. DEr. 2. — The time from the commencement of mo- 
tion till all the velocity is lost by the ascent of the body, is 
called the time ofoteillalion; and the angles through which 
the body moves is called the amplitude. 




152. Frof.— To JSnd the time i^oteiitatioH of a petubtium 
n a small circular are. 

Let a body descend from A, 
and be kept in the circiilar are 
AOB by the thread CA, which 
is supposed to be withont 
weight ; let the body descend 
to M, and let the arc M N fae 
indefinitely small; then we may 
consider this arc with the velo- 
city at M uniformly continued. 
Put this velocity = v, then the 

time through MN^ ; 

but the velocity at M is eqnal 
to the velocity acquired in fall- 
ing from D to P (Art. 147), 

' = 2gx DP = 2ff(0D-0P) 

(chord A 0)' — (chord M O)* 

2C0 
c A 0}* — arc MO)') very nearly; 

since the arc AO ia supposed never to exceed 2 or 3 d^rees, 
/ being the length of the pendulum = AC. Now, take 
Oo = arcOA, and describe the semicircle adb, with the 
radius a ; draw mh, nd perpendicular, and h e parallel to 
Oo, and join Oh; then 

v. = ?(0a'-0m')=|mA'; and v = mh^^; 

• 1 ■•»■»■. MN mn , I 

.: time through MN = = — - ,/ -. 

V mh g 

Now MN or mn being indefinitely small, hd may be con- 
sidered as a straight line, and the triangles Ohm, ehd will 



=-^(.F 



aately similar, therefore 
Oh -.mh .:hd: 



hd^ 
' Oh'' 
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1 ,-,^. hd I hd I 

.'. tune through MN = ^r— v^ - =s — — »J — , 

Oa ^ OA ^ 

As this is true for every indefinitely small part of AO or Oa, 
and as the sum of all the portions hd is evidently equal to 
the semi-circumference adb^ the time of moving through 

A O B = -TT — s/ "- ; and since 
Oa g 

adb :0a = OA ::ir : 1 there results 

^ adb 

'~ OA 

♦*. time of describing A OB = » J - ; 

9 

which, putting t for the time of oscillation, becomes 

^ = » >/ -. 
9 

153. Cob. 1. — Hence, if L and / be the lengths of two 
pendulums, and T and t the times of their vibrations ; then, 
since v* and ^ are constant, we shall have 

T :^ :: >/L : >//, 

or T : <* : : L : /. 

From which proportions, if the length of a pendulum and 
the time of its vibration be given, the length of any other 
pendulum to vibrate in a given time may be found, and 
vice versa, 

154. Cob. 2. — In the latitude of London the length of the 
seconds pendulum is found by experiment to be 39j- inches, 

nearly ; substituting this for / in the Form., ^ = v >/ -, tak- 
ing / = 1 second, and transposing, there results 

^ = »« / = 32^ feet, nearly. 

155. Cob. 3. — If n be the number of seconds in a day, 
and s the number of seconds in the same time ; then 
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hence, if ^ be given n, the number of vibrations varies in* 
versely as the square of the length t of the pendulum. 

1 56. Cor. 4. — If / be increased by a small quantity \ and 
n be diminished by a corresponding quantity " ; then 

whence - = *7, or jf = ---r. 

157. Cor. 5. — If / be given, and g be increased by a small 
quantity 7, also let v be the corresponding increment of n ; 
then 

-^=>/ -— = l+i- nearly, 

hence f = -^r- . 

158. Cob. 6. — The force of gravity above the earth's sur- 
face varies inversely as the square of the distance, in the 
same latitude; therefore, if r = radius of the earth, A s= 
height of any place above the surface, 7 the gravity at that 
height, and p the number of seconds^ which a pendulum vi- 
brating seconds at the earth's surface, loses in a day ; then 

nh 



159. Note.-— The force of gravity has been ibund to vary in difiefent 
latitudes ; the increment of its force above its force at the equator being 
nearly as the square of the sine of latitude. 

£x. 1. — The length of a pendulum is 60 inches ; in what 
time will it vibrate ? 

By Cor. 1. T« : /» : : L : i 

but / has been found (Cor. 2) to be Sdj^ inches, when it 
vibrates seconds ; hence 

T» : 1» :: 60: 39^ 

^ ^ 8 X 60 .480 

•*' ^ == '^ 313 "^ '^ 313 ~ ^'^^ seconds, nearly. 
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Ex. 2.— Required the length of a pendulum, that makes 
80 vibrataons in a minute. Am. 22 incliea. 

Ex. 3. — K a clock loses I minute in 24 hours, how much 
must the pendulum be shortened to make it keep true time ? 
Atu. -jij of an inch, nearly. 

Ex. 4. — A seconds pendulum is carried to the top of a 
mountain 1 mile high ; what number of seconds will it lose 
ia a day, the radius of the earth being 4000 miles ? 

t. n 1 "^ 86400X1 „„ , 

By Cor. 6, .- = —- = ~4000 — ~ ^ seconds. 

Ex. 5, — A pendulum vibrating seconds at the equator, 
when carried to the pole, gains 5 minutes per day ; find the 
proportion of the equatoriaJ and polar gravity. 

Am. 144 : 145. 

OK THB KOTIOK OF PROJECTILES. 

160. Prop. — A body projected obUmth/ to Ae horixon, 
wiU describe a parabola ; lupposing that the motion it not 
eff&!ted by the remittance of the tdr. 

Let a body be projected from A in the direction A T ; 
through A draw D B perpendicular to the horizon, and let 
A T be the space the body would 
describe with the velocity of pro- 
jection continued uniformly dur- 
ing the time t, and A B the space 
through which gravity would cause 
it to descend in the same time ; 
complete the parallelogram A M ; 
then, since the motion in the di- 
rection AT neither accelerates nor 
retards the approach of the body 
to the line B M, the body will be 
in the line B M at the end of the 
time t By like reasoning the body 
will be in the line T M at the end of the same time, and 
therefore it will he at M, the point of their intersection at 
the end of the time t. Let V be the velocity of projection, 
then, because AT ia the space which would be described 
in ibe time t with the velocity V continued unifonnly, 




80 DIKAUlCa. 

AT = Yl; and, since AB is the Space through which t!he 
body would fall by gravity in the time t, A B = ^ j <*; hence 
SAB AT" BM' , . . „ „ , 

(* = =^i?r = ^iiT-i (Bince AT = V<.) 

y V* V* ^ 

.-. BM'=— 'aB. (1) 

Hence the curve AM is a parabola, of which AB Ib the 

2V* 
diameter, B M an ordinate, and the parameter. (See 

Hann's Analytical Geometry, fFeal^g Series.) 

161. Cob. 1. — If A D be taken = ^ of the parameter )tt 

A = i X = n" ) and D E be drawn perpendicular to 

BD, DE, will be the directrix of the parabola. For the dis- 
tance from the directrix to any point in a parabola is equal 
to the distance of this point from the focus. (See Sann't 
Amtfyl. Geo. Art. 25, Par.). 

162. CoK. 2. — The horizontal velocity of the body is uni- 
form, since it is evidently not affected by. gravity. 

V 

163. CoE. 3. — Because AD=--— , AD is the spaee- 

2g *^ 

through which a body would fall to acquire the velocity of 
projection V. AD is usually called the impetiu, or height 
due to the velocity in the curve. 

164. Coa. 4. — AT is a tangent to the parabola at A, 
because it is parallel to B M ; (see Haia^t Analy. Geo.\ 
therefore, if the angle T A C be made = T A D, and A C = 
AD, C will be the focus of the parabola ; and, the focus and 
directrix being given, the parabola can be constructed. 

165. Prop.— To find the equation 
(^ die parabolic curve, deterged by the 
projectile, referred to horizontal and 
vertical co-ordinates. 

Let k = AD ^ impetus ^ height of 
the directrix, A P = a;, P M = y, the 
angle PA»» = o, V = velocity of pro- 
jection, and I = time of describing 
AM; then 
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A P = A m cos a } or xz=iY t cos a ; 
ttnce Am=: V<; also Pm = «taiia; and Mm^^gt^; 

.*. y = Pm — Mm = « tana — -y^'^*; 

by substituting the value of t, from the equation x = V^cos«, 
in the above equation^ there results 

y = a; tan a ~ ^r~ — j- ; 

and by substituting A for — = A D (Cor. 3), this equation 
becomes 



yzi m tan a — 



4 A cos* a 



«-» 



which is the equation of the curve, from which all the proper- 
ties relating to projectiles may be readily derived. 

166. NoTB. — If the curve meet the horizontal plane AH» passing through 
the point of projection A, the distance AH is called the horizontal range, and 
the time of describing the curve A M H is called the time of flight, 

167. Pbop. — The velocity and direction of projection being 
giveny to find the horizovUcd range^ the time of flighty and the 
greatest height to which the body unU rise above the horizontal 
plane. (See last figure.) 

Let the body be projected from A in the direction A T ; 
also let A M H be the parabolic path of the projectile, and 
AH the horizontal range ; then 

TH = ATsina = V^sina; but TH = igt^; 

hence V ^ sin « = ^p <* 

2Vsina 

••• '=-7— ^'^ 

2 V 

Again, A H = A T cosa = sin a x V cos a ; and if 

V* 

AHbeput = R, -— =A, and 2 sin o cos « = sin 2 a ; then 

there will result 

R=:2A8in2a. (2) 

Lastly, if the point C bisect A H, the maximum height H 

4** 



is evidently CB=|CA (kc Bonn's Anafyt Geo.) = iTE; 

but TH = iff('= {fromeqiia. (1)} 8m'« = 4Aain»«( 

hence H^Asin'o. (3) 

168. CoK. 1. — When the impetus or velocity of projection 
is given, the range varies as sin 2 ", and is consequently the 
greatest when 20 = 90°, or the angle of elevatioa 45° ; in 
which case B = 2 A. 

169. Cor. 2. — When thv; vehxiity of projection Is given, 
the elevation requisite to hit a given mark, on the horizontal 
plane, wili be found from Equa. (2) ; and since sin 2a =: aa 
(180°— 2 a), there will always be two values of ", or two ele- 
vations, which will satisfy this condition. 

170. Prop. — The velocity ajid direction of pry ectioH being 
given, to find the time offiight, and range on an obU^ueplane 
patsing through the point ofprcjee^n. 

Let the body be projected from A in the direction AT; 
also let A I be the 
inclined plane, the 
curve AI the path of 
the projectile, and 
AH a horizontal line. 
Put the angle of ele- 
vation TAH = a, the 
angle lAH = ft the 
range AI = R, and the time of describing the curve AI = (; 
then by trigonometry 

TI:AT::einTAI:sinAIT; 

hut T\ = \ge', AT = Vt, sinTAI = Biii(a-fl); 

and sin A I T = sin A I H = cos 3 ; hence 

igl^ :Vt::Bm(d — »):coa$, 

Agaia, AI : AT :: Bin ATI : ain AIT; but 
_ JV«„{.-B) ^ ^,.i.(.-8) 

;COB^ 

n ATI = 00s TAH =coe<>, and sin AIT = cos s; hence 




AT=V>= ^' :-:j~''^ =r4A- 
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-, . - sin (o — iS) 

R : 4 A ^^ ' : : cos « : cos j8, 

cosiS 

., R = 4A«M!L=^?)i2L«. (5) 

COS^iS ^ ^ 

171. Cob. — ^If the plane be a descending one, as A T, the 
angle 3 must be considered negative, 

172. ScHO. — The theory of projectiles, just given, depends 
on three suppositions, which are all in some degree inac- 
curate: Firstly, that the force of gravity in every point of the 
curve described by the projectile is the same. Secondly, 
that it acts in pandlel lines. And thirdly, that the motion 
takes place in a non-resisting medium. The two former of 
these suppositions, however, differ insensibly from the truth ; 
but the resistance of the air affects the motions of all bodies, 
especially when their velocities are great, so very materially 
as to ms^e the parabolic theory almost useless in practice. 
From experiments made with great care, it appears, that 
when the velocity is about 2000 feet per second, the resist- 
ance of the atmosphere is about 100 times as great as the 
weight of the ball ; and that the maximum horizontal range 
is less than a mile, while according to the theory, it ought to 
be above 23 miles. — Another great irregularity in the firing 
of balls is the deflection of its path to the right or to the le^ 
of the vertical plane passing through the axis of the gun. 
Deviations of this kind usually take place when there is con- 
siderable windage, e. e., when the ball is too small for the 
calibre of the gun. This deviation has been found to be, in 
some cases, as much as 300 or 400 yards in a range of a mile, 
or extending from ^ to ^ of the whole range. 

Dr. Hntton has deduced from experiments various rules 
to remedy these deviations of the theory from actual practice; 
for which, see his Tracts, V6L III, 

173. The following rule, obtained from experiment, has 
been given, to find the velocity of any shot or shell, when 
the weight of the charge of powder and that of the shot are 
given. 

Rule. — Divide thrice the weight of the powder by the 
weight of the shot, both in the same denomination ; extract 
the square root of the quotient, multiply the root by 1600, 
and the product will be the velocity in feet. 



That is, if p be the weight of the powder, w that of the 
ball, and k its velocitj ; then 

Zp 
r=1600v' —■ 

Ex. 1. — It is required to find with what velocities the 
following shells, weighing 90, 48 and 16 Iba., with the re- 
spective charges of 4, 2 and I lbs. of powder, will be difl- 
charged. 

By the rule just given, the respective velocities are fonnd 
to he 584, 565 and 693 feet per second. 

Ex. 2. — Required the time in which & shell will range 
3250 feet, at an elevation of 32°. 

Ana. 1 1^ seconds nearly. 
Ex. 3. — How far will a ball range on a plane which as- 
cends 8^°, and on another which descends 8^-° ; the velocity 
or impetus being 3000 feet, and the elevation 32-|-°? 

Ant. 4244 feet on the ascent and 6754 feet on the 
descent. 

ON THE ROTATION OF BODIES. 

174. Prop. — In a rigid system of material parlictei tit, m', 
m", &c., in the same horizontal plane P Q, and moveable 
round a vertical axis E S, o moving force F acts at the point 
F, in the same plane, to turn the system; to determine the 
accelerating force at any point. 

Put m + ?»■ + m" + &c. = Mj and let/ /, &c. be moving 
forces which, acting separately on the particles m, vi, &c., 
would produce the same velocities as they would acquire by 
the action of the force F, 
when they are connecteri 
together ; and let e be the 
angular velocity imparted 
to the system by the force 
F in the indefinitely small 
time t, to radius ^ I, and 
r, /, ?', 8tc, the distances 
of tlie particles m, m', 8cc,, 
from the axis R S at C ; 
then rv will be the velocity 
given to the particle m^ 
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Now, since the moving force y* is supposed to give the velocity 

f 

r t7 to m in the time ty we shall have r r = *— -^ by the laws * 

m 

of motion^ or ft zzz m r v. Let the force — ^, acting at P, 

balance^ acting at m, then the force ^ will produce the same 

effect on m as/ does ; for if the forces ^ and — ^ act on the 

syste^n, they will produce no change in the motion ; and be-< 

cause/' and — ^ counteract each other, the only efficient force 

is <Pi hence P C x ^ = C M x/, and (putting P C = o) ^ = 

/-; .\<l>t=''ft=: . Smularly <t>' t=z i-, 4>" t 

= &c. Now, because the forces % ^', &c., produce the same 
motion in the system as the force F, we shall evidently have 
F = ^ 4- <l»^ + 4>'' + &c.; therefore, 

F ^ = (4> 4- ^' + &c.) t = h &c. 

Fat 



mr + m'r'^ + m" r"» + &c. ' 

But the velocity of any particle w = r t; = accelerating 
force at wi X ^, 

Far 
.-. accelerating force at wi = ^^.a^^V' + ^c/ ^^ 

Fq« .^ 

accelerating force at P = ^^, ^ ^.^., ^ &^ ; (2) 

and accd. force at 1 from R S = ^^, ^ ^,^,, ^ ^^; (3) 

175. CoR. 1. — ^When the moving force F is a weight W, 
connected to the system by a cord passing over a fixed pulley 
F = W ^ ; and since W must be one of the bodies m, m', &c. ; 
hence 

accelerating force at F = y^ ^. ^ ^r^ ^m' r'- + kc' 

176. Cob. 2. — When the particles «i, m\ &c., are not in 
one plane perpendicular to R S, a plane may be taken passing 
through the centre of gravity of the system, perpendicular to 
R S, and the whole system may be considered, to be projected 
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on this plane by lines parallel to B S ; then, since «ach point 
is by this means kept at the same distance from R S, the 
^ect produced by the motion will not be changed ; therefore 
Formulae (1), (2) and (3) wiU still hold. 

NoTB 1. — ^The denominator of the fraction, which expresses the aocele- 
Ettiag force on any given point of a system, is the sum of each particle nuM' 
j^Ued h^ the square of its distance from the axis; this sum is called the 
Moment of Inertia with regard to this axis, and continually occurs in ooo- 
iidering the rotation of bodies. 

Note 2. — Nearly in the manner just given, D'AIembert has made all the 
most abstruse parts of dynamics to depend on the principle of equilibrium. 
This is commonly known by the name of D'Alemberfs Principle, 

177. Prop* — To find the centre of gyration of any system 
(^ material particles, 

Def. — The centre of gyration of a system of bodies, re- 
volving round an axis, is that point in which, if all the matter 
of the system were collected, the same moving force would 
produce the same angular velocity in the system. 

Let T be the centre of gyration ; and put C T =,rf; then 

F a* 

the accelerating force at the point P = — — -; — , ,. . ^ ; 

and if all the matter of the system be concentrated at T, the 

Fa' 
accelerating force at P will be = -. -^ ; and because the same 

angular velocity is produced in both cases, these accelerating 
forces must be equal ; hence 

M 6?« = m r 4- w' r'« + &c. 

^ ,m r2 + w' r'2 + m"r"^ + &c. iw r* + «»V2 + &c. 

M ^ m + m' + &c 

178. Prop. — To find the centre ofosctUation of any system 
of material particUsy moveable round a horizontal axis, 

Def. The centre of oscillation is that point in a system at 
which, if the whole system be concentrated, it would vibrate 
in the same time as the whole system would do. 

Let m, m\ &c. be any number of particles connected to- 
gether, and let them all be projected perpendicularly on 
a plane, which passes through G, their centre of gravity,^ 
and which is also perpendicular to the axis of suspension 
I^C, also let O be the centre of oscillation, and P iti pro- 
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jection in the axis F C ; then since 
each particle is thus held at the same 
distance from the axis F C, the accele- 
rating force will be the same diatance 
from the axis as before. The moving 
forces may in thia case be considered 
the same as the weights m, m', &c.i 
and the distances at which they act 
from C are Cp, Cp', &c., therefore, by 
Art. 175, the accelerating force on 
any point O, arising from each of these bodies, will be 

m.Cp.CO.g m'.Cp'.CO.g 

m r* + j» r* 4- Sic, m i^ -f- m r^ -\- he 
the accelerating force at 0, resulting from all the particles 
acting together, will be 

(w.Cp+OT'.Cp' + &c.).CO.g _ M.CG.CO.gsina 
t» r* + m' r's -f faj. ~ m t^ + m' r'* + &e: ' 

for »i.Cp + »n'.C;i' + &c. = (m + m' + fcc.) CI = 
M . C G sin ■, o bung the angle CGI. Similarly the acce- 
lerating force of a particle m, placed at O, is — '- — ' „, — 

^ g un a; and since O ia the centre of oscillation, these 
forces must be equal ; hence 

M . C G . C . jr sin » = («»■« +(»>'»+ &c.) ff sin «, 

••^"- M.CG 

179. Cor. I.— Becau3emr«+»»V»4-&c, =M. CG.CO 
= M.OT' by the preceding prop.; we have CG.CO = 
C T*; hence the centre of gyration is a mean proportional 
between the centre of gravity and the centre of oscillation. 

180. Cob. 1. — Because the accelerating force of the whole 
system at the point 0, is the same as that of a single particle 
placed at O, the time of oscillation of the system will be the 
same as the time of oscillation of a dmple pendulum, the 
length of which is CO; therefore, if C0 = ^ the time of a 



TO FIND THE HOUENT Of INEBTU AND THB CBNTBB OF 
OSCnXATlOK BY VHE DLFFEBEKTUL CALCDLDS. 

IS]. If it be assumed that the particles m, m', &c., that 
make up a body are nil equal and their number indefiDitely 
great, m will be ultimately proportional to dM, the diSerential 
of the mass of the body, therefore by the principle of the 
differential cslculuB, r beiog the distaiice of m or cf M &om 
the axil, 

moment of ioertia ^ fr* d M ; 
and, if A bo the distance of the centre of gyration from the 
same axis, 

A'M=/r* dM, 
.,, /r>dM 

In finding the moment of inertia of lines, planes, and 
solids, they are supposed to be made up of an indefinite num- 
ber of particles of matter uniformly diffused over them. 

182. PbOp. — To find the moment of inertia of &e rigkt 
line A B, revolving round an axis perpendicular to it at B. 
Put AB = a. Hot = r, then 

T) j J 1 . the differential of the mass M, 

' ' or dM, is proportional to dr, 

therefore by the last article 

r r ^ 

and when r = a, A' = ^ a*, and 
the moment of inertia A^ M ^ ^ a* M. 

183. ^op.— To find thsnto- 
ment of inertia of a circle AB, 
revolving round its centre G in 

Put the radius AG = a, the 
radius mG = r; then the cir- 
cumference mn ^ 2wr, and the 
differential of the area of the 
circle mn = 2rrdr = dM; 
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M '^ /2^rdr "" ^ ' 
and when r = a, k^ = ^a\ and A'M = ^a*M. 

184. Prop. — To find the moment of inertia of a circle re- 
volving round an axis lying in its own plane. 

Let B S be the axis of rotation, G R, a line perpendicular 
to RS, pmq any line parallel to RS. Put RG = b^ AG == a, 
R in = r, G w = a?, and pm = mq=zy; then 

dM = 2ydx s/.a^ — x^, and 7^ = (6 — ar)^ therefore 

_ f2dx(b--xY ^/flg~a?^ __ (^^ + j^a2)/2</arx/g«— ar» 

"^ /2c?a? v'a^ — a?2 " /2</a? ^a^^a^ ' 

by taking the integral by parts between a; = — a, and 
a? H- a, therefore 

it2 = a2 + i*2, and k^M = (a^ + ib^)U. 

185. Prop. — 2b find the moment of inertia of a sphere 
A 9 Bj9 revolving round a diameter AB. 

Let j9 ^ be a section of the sphere perpendicular to the axis 
af rotation A B; put A G = a, M G = a;, and m p =zmq i=i 
y ; then, because the section /? ^ is a circle revolving round 
the axis A B, which passes through its centre, the moment 
of inertia of this circle •=.^y^ yi-=.\'K y^\ therefore the 
moment of inertia of the circle p q^ when its thickness is the 
indefinitely small space dXy \%\'k y^dx\ hence 

j^.. _ f\^y^dx ^ fi^ja^^x^fdx ^ ^ira» ^ , ^,^ 

the integral being taken between a; = — a, and xzz a. 

The following are the moments of inertia of several regular 
solids revolving round their axes. 

186. In a cylinder A^ M = ^ a^ M. 

187. In a paraboloid k^M = \d^M. 

188. In a cone ^'^ M = -^ a^ M, a being the radius of 
the base. 

189. In an ellipsoid A' M = ^ (a^ + 6^) M, a and b being 
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the semiaxes of the largest section perpendicular to the axis 
of rotation. 

190. Prop. — To find ike centre of oscillation m Itnes, 
pUmeSy and solids, 

VLrr Avf TTft p ^ _ moment of inertia _ A« 
By Art. 178. CO- ^^^ -.^, 

and k^ is found bj the preceding propositions. 

The following are the distances of the centre of oscillation 
from the point of suspension in certain given figures. 

191. In a straight line, vibrating at its extremity, CO 
= |a. 

192. In a circle, vibrating about its axis in its own plane 

C0 = cf + 4^> OG being =: rf, and the radius of the circle 

193. In a sphere, C O = cf + tt* ^^ which d and r are 

o a 

the same as in the preceding article. 



PART nL 

HYDROSTATICS. 

194. Hydrostatics is that branch of Statics which treats of 
the equilibrium of fluids. 

195. Fluids yield without resistance to the smallest force 
impressed on them ; they are divided into elastic and 9ion- 
elastic fluids. An elastic fluid is one the dimensions of which 
are diminished by increasing the pressure upon it, and in« 
creased by diminishing the pressure, such as common^ air, 
gases, and vapours. A non^elastic fluid is one the dimensi<Hi8 
of which are very little aflected by any pressure, however 
great, such as water, mercury, spirits, &c. 

196. Fbop. — Any pressure communicated to afiuid at rest 
is equally transmitted throughout the whole fluid 

(This proposition, which is commonly made the basis of the 
doctrine of hjrdroBtatica is proved by experiment) 
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? a piston 




Let e d e/het, closed box filled with water ; 
fitted into the upper face of the 
box, and allowed to move as 
freely as possible, and suppose 
another piston Q* with a trans- 
Terse section equal to that of 
P, also fitted into the upper 
face of the box ; then, if a 
weight be placed on P, an equal 
WMght must be placed on Q, to 
preserve the equilibrium, thus 
shewing that the weight on F 
is transmitted through the fluid 
to the under surface of Q, and 
also with equal force, because it requires an equal weight 
on Q to balance this pressure. Again, if a piston p equal to 
P be fitted into a lateral opening in the side of the box, as at 
a b, it will be found that a pressure must be exerted at a & to 
retain the fluid in the box, before any pressure is applied at 
F ; if then a weight be placed on P, an additional pressure 
eqaal to the weight on P, must be applied on ;> to maintain 
the equilibrium ; thus proving that the pressure upon the 
surface at P is transmitted with equal force through the 
whole mass of the fluid. 

K0T«. — On* of tbe moat extraordinar? properties of fluids is ttutt of 
tniuniittuig pnaanres in eTcrr direcUon ; tbii propeitj ran be conceived ID 
■liw odIj Aiim the perfect ftreedom with which the parUcles of a fluid move 
■mongU each other. This, in > mechaaical point of view, is tbe chancteristic 
diftioction between fluids end solids: a solid imparts pressure oaly in tbe 
direction in wbicli the force is exerted, wliile a flmd imparts jmssore in all 



197. Prop. — The pressure at any point g in the interior 
of ft fluid, the density of which is uniform, 
and which is acted on by no force but I 
gravity, is equal to tbe weight of the 
Tertical column j>5. 

Assume all the fluid in the vessel A B 
to be solid, except tbe vertical column 
p q ; then it is evident that the particle 
a will be precisely in the same state as 
before ; it is also evident that on the particle q the pressure 
* The piston Q !• not tbewn in tlie Hgora. 
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» eqnal to that of the column above it pq; hence, when 
the whole is fluid, the particle is equally pressed in idl 
directioiia, by a force equal to the weight of the vertical 
oolumn above it. 

198. Cor. 1. — If the point r be not directly under tha 
surface of the fluid, draw q r parallel to the surface of the 
fluid ; then by the preceding proposition, the pressure at ^ is 
transmitted along the line g r, therefore the pressure at r 
must be equal to the pressure at q, otherwise the equilibrium 
would be destroyed ; hence the pressure at r is equal to tha 
weight of the vertical column p q. 

199. Gob. 2. — Since it is well known that the surface of a 
fluid at rest is horizontal, it foUows that a fluid in a system of 
vessels ia free communication with each other, cannot be at 
rest except the surfaces of the fluid in all these dlSereDt 
Teesela be horizontal. 

200. Cor. 3. — Hence it also follows that the surfaces of all 
perfect fluids are perpendicular to the direction of gravity. 

201. Cor. 4. — In fluid surfaces of small extent, gravi^ 
may be considered to act in parallel lines ; but in surfaces of 
great extent, such as the surfaces of lai^e lakes, seas and 
oceans, the directions of gravity converge to a point at tha 
earth's centre, and in these cases the surface of the fluid ia 
a portion of a spherical surface having that point for a cen- 
tre. Since the distance of this centre is known, the deviation 
of any portion of the earth's surface from the level may 
be readily calculated. See the Author's PriticipUt and 
Practice of Levelling in his Land and Engineenng Sur- 
va/ittg. fVeale'i Series. 

202. Prof. — If the fluid in any veMel A.q'R be at rat, 
through the action of gravity atone, the pressure on an tnd^ 
rtiteiy tmaU area q r, at any point in the bottom or tides, u 

perpendicular to the plane of that 
area, and equal to the weight cf 
the vertical column p q, the bate 
of which it qr. 

The pressure exerted on yr 

perpendicularly, is equal to ths 

weight of the fluid pr; let F = 

perpendicular pressure on qr, and 

W .= weight ol the fluid pr ; take qd = pq to represent the 
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perpendicular pressure of any particle against qr; then 
this pressure may be resolved into two eq^fq; and eq is the 
part of the pressure which acts perpendicularlj ; and since 
qr is indefinitely small, we shall have 

P : W : : area qr x qe : area qs x pq ; 

but area^r : area^t :: qd : qe^ 

.'. area qr • qe = area q s . qp, and hence P = W, 

203. Prop. — T^e pressure of a fluid on any surface is 
equal to the weight of a column of the fluid, the base of which 
is the surface pressed, and the height equal to the depth of its 
centre of gravity below the surface of the fluid. 

Let the whole surface S be divided into an indefinite num- 
ber of parts s, e', &c., the distances of which from the surface 
of the fluid are respectively x, af, &c. ; then the pressure of 
the fluid upon the indefinitely small portion s of the surface 
is equal to the weight of a column of the fluid, the base of 
which is * and the height x, by the last prop. ; and if d be 
the density of the fluid, or specific weight of each unit in 
bulk, the pressure on s will he = sx x d, and consequently 
the sum of all the pressures = {sx -^ s' x -^ &c.)c?: but, by 
the nature of the centre of gravity, sx -\- s' a/ + &c. = S «, 
h being the distance of the centre of gravity of S from the 
surface of the fluids; hence the whole pressure upon the 
surface S= Sd x A = a column of the fluid the base of 
which is S and height A. 

204. Cor. 1. — Hence the pressure against one of the per- 
pendicular sides of a cubical vessel, filled with fluid, is equal 
to half the pressure against the bottom, or equal to half the 
weight of the fluid ; and the whole pressure against the bot- 
tom and sides of the vessel is equal to thrice the weight of 
the fluid. 

205. Cor. 2. — If h be the height of a cylinder and r the 
radius of its base ; then the pressure against the base = 
wr*,A.df= rdr^h; and the pressure against the upright 
curved surface 2 v r h . ^ h . d == v d r h^; therefore the two 
pressures are 

as vdf^h : ^drh\ 

or as r : A. 

206. Cob. 3. — On this principle Bramah^s hydrostaHe 
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prem may be explained ; let piatons be fitted into the large 
and small cylinders A and B, 
which are conoected together, 
as shewn in the figure, there 
being a valve at C to admit the 
water from B to A. A pump- 
piston in the cylinder B forces 
the water through the valve c 
into the cylinder A, and thua 
raises its piston. Mow, let the 
diameter of the cylinder A ^ D 
inches, and that of the cylinder 
"& = d inches ; then the araa 

of the piston is A = i * D^, and the area of the pump-piaton 

in B =s^rd\ therefore the areas are 
as rf" ! D" 

oraal :^ 

Now, if D = 20 inches and (2 = I- an inch ; then 







1 : 



{^f ■ 



Therefore, if a force be applied to the pump piston in B, it 
Will produce an effect on that in A as 1 to 1600. Now, 
suppose the pump piston t>e pressed down by a lever with a 
force of 5 cwts.; then the large piston will as- 
cend with a force of 1600 x 5 = 8000 cwts. = 
400 tons- 

207. CoK. 4. — On the same principle the na- 
ture of the hydrostatic paradox may be explained. 

208. 'Prop.— If Jluidi of different densitiat, 
such as water and mercury, he mode to commN' 
nieate, the heights to which they wiU rise in lit 
limbs of the pipe A B, toiU be in the imeru 
ratio of their deitsiliea. 

Let the hend be first filled with mercury, and 
water be then poured into Ai and let H ^ height 
of the fluid in A, and D = its density ; also let 
k = height of the fluid in B, and d =i lia den- 
sity; then, since the bore of the pipe is guppoaed 
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to be the same thronghout, tliere will result in the case of 
equilibrium. 

fl.D = h.d, bcnce 
U : h i-.d :D. 

Since the density of water to that of mercury is nearly aa 
1 : 13^, we shall have 

H : h :: l^ : I, 
that is, if the height of the mercury be one inch, the height 
trf the water will be IJJ inches. 

209- Prop. — To find f/u centre of pressure MpoM a pkme 
turfaee. 

Dep. The centre ofpresmre is that point in the surface 
pressed by any fluid, to which, if the whole pressure were 
applied, the effect would be the same as when the pressure 
is diffused over the whole surface ; and if a force equal to 
the whole pressure be applied in a coatrary direction to this 
point, it will keep the surface at rest. 

Let A B C be the level surface of the fluid p 
plane CGS, CR the intersection of 
these planes, and, F the centre of 
pressure. Suppose the whole area 
C G S to be divided into an indefinite 
number of small portions m, m', m", 
&C., and draw m 7, qn perpendicular 
to CB, also ran perpendicular to qn. 
Then because C B is perpendicular to 
■qm, (jf B, it Ja also perpendicular to the 
plane mqn, and the planes A B G, 
MQ'n are therefore perpendicular to 
each other, and m n is vertical. Now, let ^ = angle mqn=: 
inclination of the surface plane AB and the plane C GB; 
then the pressure on the indefinitely smalt surface m is pro- 
portional tn . m n. 

Bat fli.mn = )n.m9siii ^=:raf einf, « being put form 7. 

Hence the effect of the pressure to turn the plane about 
the line C E will be as m s sin 9 X » = m »* sin * ; and the 
effect of all the pressures to turn the plane about C B will be 
proportional to 
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(ms^ + m' 5'a + m" s"^ + &c.) sin ^p. 

Put M = m + m' + &c. = area CGK, and B.G=d; theii 
the pressure on C G R will be as M . G I = Mdsin^; and 
the effect of the pressure at P to turn the plane about C R 
will be as M ^ sin ^ x PR; hence 

Mrfsin^ X PR = (ms^ + m' s'^ + m"s"* + &c.) sin <t>, 

m s^ + m' s'* + m" s"^ + &c. 

•'•■^^= M^^ 

Also, the effect of the pressure ms sin 4> to turn the plane 
about G H will be as m « sin ^ x H ^, and the effect of the 
pressure M <f sin ^ at P to turn the plane about C R will be 
as M (^ sin ^ X H R ; hence 

Mcfsin^^x HR=:97i«sin4>.H^4' ^'^' sin 4> . Hq' -{- &e. 

ms.l[Iq-\-m's','H.gf-{' &c. 

•'• ^^ = Wd 

Prom the above value of P R, it appears that the centre 
of pressure P of the plane C R G is the same as the centre of 
oscillation of this plane, when moving round the axis C R ; 
see Art. 178. 

210. Prop. — The centre of pressure against the rectangle 
"BF ts at \ of the depth B Dfrom the surface AB. (See last 
figure.) 

Put BD = a, F D = ^, and let B D be divided into n 
indefinitelj small parts, each equal to \ so that a = n a ; 
and conceive lines to be drawn through these divisions pa- 
rallel to D F ; then the area B F will be divided into n inde- 
finitely small rectangles or lamina, each equal to 6 a. Now 
supposing each of these lamina to be partdlel to the surface 
A B of the fluid, we shall evidently have 

»w»+w»VH&c. = ^xx xH^xx (2a?)2+&c. to 3xx(«^) 

= ^x8(lH2H32 + &c. to n^) 

5x3(y^+l)(2«+l) *»'^Vi_lJ\/^, . ^\ 
= 6 ^^^^V^'nJV+Tn) 



putting a tor its equal n x. 
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Now, since n is indefinitely large, the fractions - , — are in- 

d^nitelj small, consequently the above value of 

ms^ + «i' «'* -I- &c. = J o3 h. 

Hence, supposing the plane C G B to be rectangular, we 
shall have 

^"- Mrf ~ abx\a -'"' 

the point F being, in this case, evidently equidistant from the 
sides of the rectangle. 

211. Cor. — ^If B D = a, and B E = A ; then the distance 
of the centre of pressure of the rectangle E F from the sur- 
face of the fluid will be equal to 

{a'-h)hx\{a+h)^'^ a-\-h 

212. CoR. 2.— If a = depth BD, ft = breadth DF in 
feet, and S sss specific gravity of the fluid (see ^g, to Art. 
204) ; then by Art. 203, the pressure F of the fluid against 
the vertical rectangular plane B F = ^ a* 6 S, that is, 

F = ia2ftS, 

and by Art. 210, the power F, being applied at f of the depth 
of the fluid, will sustain the plane. 

Ex. 1. — Required the pressure on a flood gate of a canal, 
the breadth of which is 12 feet and depth 6 feet. 

^ 6« X 12 X 62-5 ,o*rnmi. ^ s * 

F = 5 = 13500 lbs. = Grfy tons. 

Ex. 2. — The depth of water, pressing against an embank- 
ment 100 feet long, is 9 feet, required the pressure thereon 
in tons. 

^ 92x100x62-5 «,„,«^,^ ,,o , . 

F = = 253125 lbs. = 113^^7 tons. 

Ex. 3. — ^Required the pressure on the staves of a cylindrical 
vessel filled with water, the depth being 6 feet and the dia- 
meter of the base 5 feet. 

Here the curved surface of the vessel must be considered 
as a plane; hence 

P = i „.5-S = g'xg^ 3-^416 X 6-25 ^ j^g^j^ ^^^ 
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Ex. 4. — The depth of a cylinder filled with fluid is 3 feet; 
required its diameter when the preSBores agunet the BtBTe« 
and bottom are equal 

Put X = diameter of the cask, 
then P = i3'*Sa! = i3''S;e*, 
whence a; = 6 feet 
213. Fbop. — A perpendkvlar embankment or wall ABCVt 
sustains the presture of the water B C £ F, required the coti' 
ditions of equilibrium, when the wall is j'utt on the point of 
overturning onT) ai a centre. 
Let K I be a vertical line passing through G- the centre of 
gravity of the wall, F the centre of 
pressure of the water, the distance 
C P being = J B C, by Art. 210. 
Draw PL perpendicular to AD in 
H; then since the section AC of 
the wall is here considered to be 
rectangular, the ceutre of gravity G 
is at the middle point of the wall, 
and therefore DI = ^DG = ^ AB. 
Now, H D I may be considered as a 
bent lever, the fulcrum of which is J>, the weight of the wall 
acting in the direction of the centre of gravity G- on the arm 
DI, and the pressure of the water on the arm DH, or what 
amounts to the same thing, a force equal to that pressure 
drawing in the direction H L. Put F = pressure of the 
water and W weight of the wall ; then 

PxDH = FxiBC = WxiDC, 
^ 3DC.W 
""' ^=^B^- 
Wlien this equation holds, the wall or embankment will just 
be on the point of overturning ; but in order that the wall 
may have complete stability, this equation ought to give a 
much larger value of P than its actual amount. The fol- 
lowing fbrmulffi are for embankments of one foot in length, 
because, if they have stahili^ for that length, they will be 
stable for anj other length. 
Pat a ^ 3C depth of vntvr and embankment, which are 
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here supposed to be equal, 5 = D C = breadth of the em* 
bankment, S = specific gravity of water, and s = that of 
the wall; then by Art. 204, P = ^a^ x 1 X S, also W = 
a X b X I X «, each value being for 1 foot in length, which 
being substituted in the above equation, there will result 

1 oa S b X a b s 
^ 2a 

or, a2 s — 3 ^ ^^ 

or, a = 6^/-g, 

and A = a >/;;-, 

o s 

which gives the breadth of an embankment or retaining wall 
that will just sustain the pressure of the water, the wall must 
therefore be made at least 1 foot thicker than shewn by this 
equation, to give it due stability. 

Ex. 1.— Let the height of the wall B C = depth of the 
water =12 feet, and the respective specific gravities of 
water and the wall be 62*5 lbs. and 120 lbs. per cubic foot ; 
required the thickness of the wall, so that it may have com* 
plete stability to sustain the pressure of the water. 

the thickness that will just sustain the pressure of the water, 
therefore 1 foot must be added to this thickness to give the 
wall complete stability, 

hence 5+1 = 6 the required width of the wall. 

Ex. 2.— Let DC or A B = 3 feet, and the weight of a 
cubic foot of the wall =150 lbs., required the height of the 
wall when it is on the point of being overturned, the water 
being at the top. 

.35 « ,3 X 150 18 ,^ on/rr . 

a = & V— = 3 V-ggTv- = y >/5 = 8-05 feet. 

Ex. 3. — ^Required the thickness of a rectangular embank- 
ment or retaining wall, when its height is 12, and the weight 
of '.a cubic foot of the material is 125 lbs., so that it may just 
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be on the point of being overturned, the water Btaoding at 
the brim. 

214, Pbop. — The tectum BCD of an embanhmext or 
retaittmg wall U triangular, the face B C being vertical; re- 
hired the condition of eguUiirium, when the waU u Just on 
the point of being overturned onT> a» a centre. 

Draw D n bisecting B C in n, from the centre of pressure 
P draw PH perpendicular to BC 
cutting D» in G, which is the centre 
of gravity of the triangular section 
of the wall, also draw G I, D H re- 
spectively perpendicular to DC, PH; 
then H D I may be considered as a 
bent lever, the pressnre of the water 
acting at H, and the weight of the 
wall acting at L PutBC = o, DC 
^ b, and the specific gravities of the 
wall and water as in the last problem; 
then PC :=GI=HD = -^a, and, by the nature of the 
centre of gravity, DI = ^DC = -fi; the weight of 1 foot 
in length of the wall = \aht, end the pressnre at F of the 
same length of water = ^ a* S ; hence by the property of 
the bent lever, 

\bx \aba=\af( -J o» S, 

whence ft = a ^/„ , and a = b ^ ■^' 

213. Cor. 1.— If x = B r = any variable depth of the 
water, and y ^ r » = the corresponding width of the em- 
bankment ; then, theae values being substituted for a, 6 re- 
spectively in the equation b = a^~ , give 

an equation of the first degree, which is therefore the equa- 
tion of the straight line B D, and consequently the triangular 
embankment B C D is equally strong throughout. 

216. Cob. 2. — By comparing the values of i in this and 
the preceding problem, it will be seen that an embankment 
or retaining waR with a triangular section is stronger than 
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one with & rectangular section, when the quantity of mate- 
rial in these two forms of the embankment is considered; for 
when the walls have the same quantity of material in both 
cases, the base of the wall in Art. 214, must be twice the 
width of the base of the wall in Art. 213 ; if, therefore, we 
put P = pressure the wall sustained in Art. 213, and F = 
pressure sustained by the wall in Art. 214, 2 6 for 6 in the 
latter case, there will result by substitution in the formulsB of 
the respective problems. 
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Ex. 1. — There is a triangular embankment of brick-work, 
each cubic foot of which weighs 117 lbs., and its depth B C 
is 14 feet ; required its width at the base D C when it is just 
on the point of being overturned, the water standing at the 
brim. (See last figure.) 

D C = & = aV^ = 14 ^/|^ |^ ^/ 65= 7i feet nearly. 

Hence the breadth of the base of the embankment must be 
at least 8 feet to ensure perfect stability. 

Ex. 2. — ^A triangular embankment is 12 feet in depth, the 
weight of the material is 130 lbs. per cubic foot, required 
its width at the base when just on the point of being over- 
turned by the pressure of the water, which is 10^ feet deep. 

Here put c depth of the water, then in this case P = 
i^S and W = ^ a 5 *, as before, therefore \bx\abs =z 
i c x^c^ S, whence 

Note. — ^The usual form of an embankment is that having a section in the 
form of a trapezoid with the longest side for its base, these embankments 
are usually formed of earth and clay, with or without a perpendicular or 
sloping face of brickwork against the water ; the following proposition refers 
to embankments of this kind. 
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21V. Prop.— The section ABCJi of an embanhHmtu a 
pritmoid, having a perpendicular Jiice B C, required the con- 
ditimu of equi^rium when the einbanhnent ig on the point of 
being overturned on Gas a centre. 

Divide the embankment into parta by drawing AE per- 
pendicular to D C ; and let 
B C = a as before, the top- 
breadth A B = E C. =. A and 
the bottom-width D E of the 
sloping part A E D = c; then 
the weights of the portions 
AC and AED respectively 
for one foot in length, areabs 
and ^acs, these weights acting 
at the points N and I respec- 
tively. Now DN = DI-H \EC = e + ib, and DI = 
4 D E = f c ; hence the sum of the moments of the em- 
bankment AB C D is 

abf(c+^b)+\acs x|c = i(fiH2Jc+|c>)a* 
which must be equal to the moment of the preasnre of the 
water 

or ibl» + 2bc + ic*)» =^ i«»S. 
Hence, when the depth a of the embankment and its bot- 
tom-width b'-{- c are given, the breadth c or batter of the 
sloping part may be found, which is 

" — V ~ 1 

whence ihe width b of the top of the embankment becomes 
known. 

Ex. 1. — A trapezoidal embuikment is 12 feet deep, and 
the bottom-width 6 feet j required the top-width, when the 
embankment is on the point of being overturned, the weight 
of the material being 100 lbs. per cubic foot. 

np „ , 3(ft+cy^-a'S _ , 3^' X 100-12' x62-5 _ 
DE=.= V - ^ ^ 

>/18 = 4^ feet nearly, 
J^oce the top width A B = 6 — 4^= 1} feet. 
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Here, as before, it will be proper to observe that the width 
of the embankment must be at least one foot greater both at 
top and bottom to secure its stability. 

Ex. 2. — ^Required the top- width of the embankment when 
the depth is 14 feet and the bottom- width 7 feet, the weight 
of the material being as in the last example. 

Ans. 2 feet nearly. 

NoTK. — It very frequently happens the face of the embankment has also 
a slope or batter, in this case the section of the embankment must be divided 
into two triangle flftid a parallelogram, and the moments of the saveral parti 
added together, as in the last problem ; but, after having already seen so 
much of like subjects, the student will have no difficulty in doing this. 

REVETMENT WALLS. 

218. Def. — ^When a wall sustains the pressure of earth, 
sand, or any loose material, it is called a revetment wall. 

219. The thrust of earth, &c., upon a wall is caused by a 
certain portion, in the shape of a wedge, tending to break 
away from the general mass. The pressure, thus caused, is 
similar to that of water, but here the weight of the material 
must be reduced by a particular ratio dependant upon the 
angle of natural slope, which is about 45^ in earth of mean 
quality. Coulcomb has shewn that the angle which the line 
of rupture makes with the vertical is one half of the angle 
which the line of natural slope makes with the same vertical 
line. He has also further shewn, that when the earth is level 
at the top, the pressure of the earth may be found by con- 
sidering it as a fluid, the weight of a cubic foot of which is 
equal to the weight of a cubic foot of the earth multiplied by 
the square of the tangent of half the angle included between 
the natural slope and the vertical. Therefore the square of 
the tangent of ^ 45° = 22^° = -1716 is the multiplier which 
must be used in all ordinary practical cases to reduce a cubic 
foot of the material to a cubic foot of equivalent fluid which 
will have the same effect as the earth by its pressure upon 
the wall. 

220. Prop. — A perpendictdar wall A B C D sustains the 
pressure of the earth C B F (fig. to Art. 213), required the 
conditions of equiUbrtum^ when the wall is on the point of 
being overturned on D as a centre. 

Put a = BC = height of the wall, b = AB = its breadth; 
s = the weight of one cubic foot of the wall, S = that of one 
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cubic foot of the earth, and n = *1716 ; then the weight of 
a cubic foot of the equivalent fluid is n S, and the pressure 
of the earth is 

whence the moment of the earth is 

_x-x»S = -^, 
and the moment of the wall id 

\b X ab X 8 ss — — , 

and in case of equilibrium these moments must be equals 

a 1^8 a n S 



whence ft = a J- — » 

68 

Ex. 1. — A revetment wall is 40 feet in height, sustaining 
the pressure of earth of mean quality, which weighs 100 lbs. 
per cubic foot ; it is required to determine the thickness of 
the wall, one cubic foot of which weighs 120 lbs. 

JL ^ Ar. /1716X100 r,n ^^.. . 

"^37 ^ \/ 3 X 120 '^ ^* inches; 

this thickness must be increased to about 10 feet, that' the 
wall maj have due stability. 

Ex. 2. — ^Required the thickness of the wall at bottom 
when its height is 30 feet, its section trapezoidal, as in Art. 
217, and its thickness at the top 2 feet, the weights of the wall 
and the earth being the same as in the preceding example. 

SUBCHARGED REVETMENTS. 

221. When the earth stands above the wall A C with its 
natural slope AF, AC is called a Surcharged Revetmenty 
CG being the line of rupture, and therefore AEGCBA 
is the part of the earth that presses upon the wall, which 
part must be taken into the calculation, with the exception 
of the portion ABF which rest upon the wall; i.e., the 
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oalcalation must be for the part CEFG, which must be 

reduced to its equivalent quantity of 

fluid by multiplying the weight of a 

cubic foot of it by the square of the 

tangent of the angle B C G = half 

the angle which the natural slope 

makes with the vertical, and then 

proceeding as in the last problem. 

For complete investigations on the 
nature of revetmenta, see Moseley's 
Mechanical RineipU$ of Engineer' 
ing and Arckiteeture and Bonn's 
Mechanics Jor Practical Men. 

ON ELASTIC FLUIDS. 

222. Dbp. — Atmospheric air and other gases possess the 
property of contraction and expansion, and are, therefore, 
called elastic Jiuids. Atmospheric air is the best known of 
all elastic fluids, and shall, therefore, form the subject of the 
following investigations. 

TEE BABOMSTER. 

223. The annexed figure is a glass tube 
about 32 inches long, open at bottom and 
closed at the top. Let the tube be inverted 
and filled with mercnry ; then placing the 
finger on the open end, so as to prevent the 
mercury from escaping, reinvert it, and plunge 
the open end into a vessel of mercury ; if the 
finger be now removed, it will be seen that the 
mercury will stand at the height of about 29 
or 30 inches in the tube, above the level of the 
mercury in the vesseL That the mercury is 
supported in the tube by the pressure of the 
air on the surface of the mercury in the ves- 
sel, is evident from placing the barometer 
under the receiver of an air pump (to be here- 
after described). As the air is exhausted the 
mercury sinks in the tube, and when the ex- 
haustion is carried to its full extent, so very E Sl-'-t 
little pressure is produced on the surface o~ 

5«» 
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the mercury in the vessel, that the mercury in the tube and 
in the vessel are nearly on the same level ; and when the air 
is again admitted into the receiver, the mercury will rise in 
the tube to its previous height. 

Since the pressure of the air on any portion of the surface 
of the mercury in the vessel is equal to the weight of the 
superincumbent column of air, the pressure of the mercury 
upwards against the lower end of the tube is the weight of 
a column of mercury, the base of which is the area of a sec- 
tion of the tube and height ab; and this pressure is balanced 
by the pressure of the air downwards on the surface of the 
mercury in the vesseL 

224, Prop. — The density of the air is pro- 
portional to the force that compresses it. 

Let C B A D be a bent cylindrical tube of 
glass, having the end C open and the end D 
closed; and let the communication between 
the two branches be stopped by pouring in a 
small quantity of mercury at C, till it fiUs the 
bent part A a ; then by turning the cock at D, 
the air in a D will be of the same density as 
the air in AC. Now, dose the cock at D, and 
pour in mercury at C, and it will force the 
mercury to rise in a D ; continue this till the 
mercury stands at B, as high above 6, to which 
point it has risen in a D, as the height of the 
mercury in the barometer ; then the column of 
mercury B6' is equal to the weight of a column 
of air resting on it at B, by the last article. 
Therefore the pressure against the air in a E^ 
arising from the pressure of both the mercury 
and the air in B 5', is twice as great as it was 
against the air in a D ; and it is now found 
that D 5 = 7 D a, consequently the air being 
compressed into half its natural space, its den- 
— _ _-v sity is doubled. Again, if another column of 
^Ht— -IHh^ mercury be poured into CB, so that the height 

of the mercury in A C above that of the mer- 
cury in a D, shall be twice the height of the 
mercury in the barometer, the pressure against 
the air in a D will now be thrice as great as it 
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was against it in a D, and the space C D now filled with air 
will be observed to be = -|^ a D, consequently the density 
in c D is equal to 3 times the density of the atmosphere. 
Similarly the density of air is found in all cases to be pro- 
portional to the compressing force. 

224.* CJoR. 1. — Since the force compressing the air is 
balanced by its elasticity, the elastic force of the air is equal 
to the compressing force ; hence, also, the air's elasticy is 
proportional to its density. 

224. t Cor. 2. — Let P be the compressing force on a 
surface = 1, when the density = A, andj^ = compressing 
force, when the density = 8 ; then 



: p :: a : 8 
^ 8 



225. Prop. — The density of any gas remaining the same, 
its elastic force increases in proportion to its increase of 
temperature. 

It appears from the experiments of Dalton, Gay, Lussac, 
and others, that all gases, under the same pressure, expand 
equally for equal increments of temperature, at least from the 
freezing to the boiling point of the thermometer ; and the 
degree of expansion is the same in all. This expansion for 
each unit of bulk is | of the bulk, from 32° to 212° of 
Fahrenheit's thermometer, that is, the expansion for 212°— 
32° = 180°, is f ; and therefore the expansion for one degree 
= YT^ X f = TFir* l^ence, if V = volume, or solid content, 
of any gas at 32° temperature, and v = its volume at ^ 
temperature, then 

Now, let P = pressure on a unit of surface of the gas, and 
p := pressure which would reduce the volume v at the tem- 
perature t to the volume V; then, by the preceding prop., 

P : /? : : V : V ; 

hence, if <— 32 = t, and « = j^, there will result 

p V ^ 

.: p = (1+ «t)P, 



and p~P = B T P, 

that is, the uicreaae of elasticity is proportional to the in- 
crease of temperatnre. 

TBE DrVXNO BELL. 

226. The Diving Bell b a vessel inverted in water, and 
let down to any depth by means of a rope, the air occupying 
the upper part of the vessel and diministuDg in bulk as the 
vessel descends in the water. Let AB be the surface of the 
water, E C F the diving bell, D d 
the height to which the water 
rises in the bell ; also let V be the 
content of E C F, v the content of 
e Of = space occupied by the 
condensed air, h = weight of a 
column of water, the pressure of 
which is equal to that of the atmo- 
sphere, A C = », and Qd = x. 
Now, when the air was in its na- 
tural state and occupied the whole 
space of the bell, its elasticity 
was measured by the height of the 
column of water A ; but when it occupies the space e Cf, the 
pressure of the water ia as the depth A (2 = a + x, and the 
pressure of the atmosphere is as h, therefore the whole 
pressure of the air in e Cfis equal to the weight of a column 
of water of the height A -J- a + a; ; but the elastic force of 
the lur is inversely as the apace occupied ; therefore, 
h : h+a + x -.-.v -.Y. 
227. Cos. — ^When the form of the bell is given, the rela- 
tion of the above quantities may be determined in numbers. 
For instance, let the bell be in the form of a prism ; then, 
k : k + a+x :: V -.Y :: X : CD, 
.■.x^-^(a + h)x= CD X k, 
whence the value of x may be found. 

Ex.— Let the depth AC = a = 100 feet, C D = 10 feet; 
then since A = 32 feet, the above equation will become 
a:» + (100 + 32)a:+ 10x32, 
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or, 0^ + 132 a; = 320; 
and hy Bolving this quadratic, there results, 
X = -66 + v'66>+ 320= 2-41 ft. = 2 ft. 5 in. neiirly=C d 
the positive sign of the sard being nsed, the negative one 
being inadmissible. 

ON THE XQUILIBBIini OF FLOATING BODIES. 

228, Pkop. — ITie centre of gravity of a body floating in 
aflmd, and the centre of gravity oflkejluid displaced by the 
bwfy, are iu Vte tame vertieal Une. 

The pressure of the body downward is its weight, which 
may be considered as collected at its centre of gravity ; and 
the pressure of the fluid upward may also be considered as 
collected at its centre of gravity, and this pressure is the 
same as the weight of the body, acting in an opposite direc- 
tion ; also, since the body is at rest, the weight of the body 
downward, and the pressure of the fluid upward, must be 
Opposite and equal ; therefore, the two centres of gravity are 
in the same vertical line. 

229. Pkof. — To determine when the egtdlibritim of a boc^, 
floating in afiuid, is stable, unstable, or indifferent. 

Let G be the centre of gravity of the body ACB, floating 
in a fluid, the surface of 
which is A B ; let the 
centre of gravity of the 
fluid displaced be in the 
line MGm, when the 
body is at rest, and let 
G' be the centre of the 
fluid displaced, when the 
body is moved through 
a small angle «■ ; also let 
liie verticaJ Une G'MmeetmGM in M, then M is called the 
metacentre of the floating body. Now, the weight of the 
body acta downward in the direction G P, and the pressure 
of the fluid acts upward in the direction G' M i and when M 
is situated above G, these two pressures obviously tend to 
bring the floating body back to its former position, and 
therefore, the equilibrium is stable. But if the metacentre 
M be below G, as at m, the weight of the body, and the 
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pressure of the fluid in the opposite direction, tend to move 
the body farther from its former position, and therefore the 
equilibrium is unstable. Finally, if M coincide with G, the 
forces being equal, and acting on the same point in opposite 
directions, the body will be at rest in any position, and there- 
fbre the equilibrium is indifferent Consequently the equili- 
brium of a floating body is stable^ unstable, or indifferent re- 
spectively, as the metacentre falls above, below, or coincides 
with, the centre of gravity of the body. 

230. Cob. — The moment of the force, tending to bring the 
body back to its former position, or to move the body farther 
from it, is the weight W of the body X FG = W x MG X 
sin o ; .•., when the weight W and the angle « are given, the 
stability varies as G M. 

231. Prop. — A body immersed in a fluid descends or as- 
cends with a force equal to the difference between its own 
weight and the weight of an equal bulk of fluid; neglecting 
ike resistance oftheflmd. 

Let W = wt. of the body, and ti? = wt. of an equal bulk 
of the fluid ; then the pressure downward is W, and that 
upward is w ; therefore W — «? = pressure or force, which 
causes the body to descend ; also, W is the mass or weight 
moved, and g multipUed by the pressure or force divided by 
the mass moved, gives 

232. Cor. — ^When W is less than tr, the body will ascend, 
and the accelerating force upward = ( w "" ^' 



ON HYDROSTATIC MACHINES. 

THE AIR PUMP, 

233. The air pump is a machine for exhausting the air 
from a close vessel, called a receiver ; thus producing a near 
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approach to a periect vacuum. The glasa receiver B is fixed 
OB a metal plate, and made perfectly air-tighL A pipe C 
commuDicates with the receiver and with two cylindrical 
barrels a and b, by means of two valves opening upwards, 
which are shewn at the bottoms of the barrda. ia these 
barrelB are two air-tight pistons with valves also opeoing 
apwards ; these pistons are worked up and down by a rack 
wheel. Now, suppose the piston in a to be at the bottom, 
and that in b at the 
top of the barrel ; 
then, as the piston 
in a ascends, a 
partial vacuam is 
formed below the 
piston, and the 
elastic force of the 
air in R and C, 
pressing upon the 
valve, opens it, and 
fills the barrel a. 
Next, let the wheel 
be turned back, and 
the piston a is now 
made to descend ; 
the valve at the 
bottom of a is then 
closed by the pres- 
sure of the air upon 
it, and the valve in 
the piston within it 

is opened, and the air in the barrel is forced out by reversing 
the motion of the wheel. The wheel sets in the same manner 
on the piston in the barrel A, thus expelling a barrel of air 
at every turn of the wheel, until the elastic force of the air in 
the receiver and pipe is not sufficient to open the valves at 
the bottoms of the barrels, and then the process of exhaustion 
must cease. The air is readmitted into the receiver by a cock 
at h. One end of a bent glass tube d, which is more than 30 
inches in length, opens into the tube C, while the other end 
is immersed in a vessel of mercury ; this tube acts as a guage, 
and shews by the ascent of the mercury within it, the amount 
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of rarefaction in the receiver, bectiuBe, as the rarefaction pro- 
ceeds in the receiver, the elastic force of the air pressing on 
the mercury in ttie guage-tube is diminished, 

234. Phop.— To /wd the dengity of the air in the receiver 
of an air pump afier any given nwmber of turns of the wheel. 

Let B be the content of the receiver and pipe, and b the 
content of each barrel ; then the air which filled the apace 
R, when the piston in the barrel a was at the bottom, will 
fill the space R -j~ &, when the piston in a ascends to the top 
of the barrel ; therefore, if 8 = density of the air before the 
stroke, *, = its density afterwards, we shall have 
R + A :B ::a :S„ 

... i.=-^^. 
' R + 6 

^milarly it will be found that if Sn be the 

density after n turns, that 
R"" 
■• - (R + 6)" ■ 
Hence it appears that the density of the 
air in the receiver decreases in geometrical 
progression ; and therefore can never be 
completely exliausted. 

THE COMMON PUMP. 

235. The common suction pump is us- 
ually thus constructed : AC is a cylindrical 
barrel, A B a pipe having its lower end in 
water, v is a fixed valve opening upwards, 
and p is an air tight piston, moveable by 
a handle or brake fixed to the rod, and 
having & valve t/ opening also upwards. 
Now, let the piston p descend as low as it 
can, each valve being shut ; then, when p 
ascends, there will be a vacuum in the 
barrel between A and C, and the valve 
V will be opened by the upward pressure 
of the air in the pipe AB, and the air wilt 
follow the piston and fill the empty space 
AC. The air in the pipe will thus be- 
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come rarefied, and hence the pressure of the air on the 
surface of the water at W will be greater than the pressure 
of the air in A B, and therefore, the water wiU be forced a 
short distance up the pipe A B, till the equilibrium is re- 
stored. On again depressing the piston, the valve v is closed, 
and the valve t/ forced open (as in fig. 2), through which 
the air in AC escapes. On raising the piston a second time, 
more air rushes from A B, and the water in the pipe rises 
still higher. Thus, hj alternately raising and depressing the 
piston, all the air will be drawn out of A B, and the water 
will rise up to the valve v. The piston being now raised, 
water instead of air will open the valve t?, and rush into the 
barrel, and, on lowering the piston, the water closes this 
valve V, thus preventing it from flowing back ; at the same 
time the water forces open the valve t/, and passes through 
it, so that the water is now both above and below the piston. 
This action being continued, the water will rise still higher 
above the piston, till it be discharged at the spout S. 

Note 1. — ^In this pomp the height of the valve v above the wftter must 
not greatly exceed SO feet ; because the pressure of the atmosphere, in its 
rarest state, will not raise tiie water in a vacuum above that altitude. 

Note 2.-7^ lifting and forcing pumps are only modifications of that 
just described ; they have, however, the advantage, if required, of raising 
water to the height of several hundred feet. See Hydraiulics, Weak*8 Series, 

236. Prop. — To find the height to which the water vnU 
rise after any given stroke in the common pump. 

Let the water, after a given number of strokes, rise to P, 
in the pipe A B, and after the next stroke let it rise to p ; 
(these points are not shewn in the fig.). Put h = height of 
a column of water equivalent to the pressure of the air, 
AS = a, AP = ft, c =s h — PB, and Bp = a? ; also put 
h = area of a section of the pipe A B, and mk =• area of a 
section of the barrel AS. Now, let the piston be at A, then 
the elasticity of the air AP, together with the weight of the 
column of water B P, is equal to the pressure of the air, or 
is = column of water of the height h ; hence 

elasticity of air in AP = column of water above P == c ; 

let the water rise to p after the next stroke, then 

elasticity of air in Ap = column of water above /? = c — x. 

Now, the air which filled the space A P, before the rise of 
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the piston, will expand, after its ascent, and occupy the space 
pS; hence 

density of air in AP : density of air in pS :: spacepS : space AP. 

:: (b — x)k + amk : bky 

iih — X -r am : h. 

But the density of the air is proportional to its elastic 
force; hence 

c — X I c lib lb — a?-f- ma ; therefore 

be =1 (c — a*) (a m -f- ^ — ^)> whence 

a:* — (rt»i-hft-hc)-fac»»=£0; 

whence the valve of a; = rise of water due to one stroke, may 
be found. 



THE STPHON. 

237. The syphon is a bent tube AB C. If its shorter leg 
A B be put into a vessel of water D, it will transfer the 

liquid to the vessel E, in the following 
manner. Draw the air out of the syphon 
by suction, or any other means, and the 
water will rise in it to B by the pressure 
of the air On the surface of the liquid 
above A, and then it will descend by its 
own gravity to C. The syphon being 
thus filled with liquid, the forces whi(£ 
act upon the liquid in the tube are the 
pressure of the air upon the surface above 
A, and the weight of the column of liquid 
BC, acting in the direction ABC; and 
the pressure of the air at C, and the weight 
of the column AB, acting in the opposite 
direction. But as the column BC is 
longer than the column AB by FC, the sum of the pressures 
in the direction A B C is greater than the sum of the pres- 
sures in the direction C B A, the liquid will, therefore, con- 
tinue to flow in the direction ABC till the surface of the 
fluid falls to A. 

Note. — ^The syphon will not act, if the length of the shorter leg be mnch 
greater than 30 feet; see Note 1, Art. 135. 
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238. Cob. — The Dction of intermitting springa that ebb 
and flow, as they are 
termed, dependa on the 
principle of the syphon. 
Water being collected from 
Tarioua apringa a, b into 
the cavern AB, and the 
only way by which it can 
he diact^rged is the chan- 
nel BCD, which is bent 
like a syphon. When AB 
is ao full of water, that it 
standa at the level A C, it will flow out, and continue to do 
BO until it is either ezbauated or on a level with the outlet B. 



ON SPECIFIC GRAVITIES AND THE EQUI- 
LIBRIUM OF FLOATING BODIES. 

239. I>Er. — The specific gravis of a body ia ita weight 
compared with the weight of some other body of the same 
magnitude. Thus, ailver has about \0\ times the specific 
gravity of water, because a cubic foot of silver contains 
about 10^ times the quantity of matter that water contains, 
oris bulk for bulk 10|^ times heavier; the specific gravity 
of a body ia, therefore, proportional to ita density. The 
specific gravity of distilled water, at a temperature of 60°, ia 
usually considered the unit of comporiaon, or 1, for oil solids 
and liquids g and the specific gravity of air, at the same 
temperature, when the barometer ia at 30 inches, is adopted 
aa the unit of comparison for all gases and vapours. 

240. Fbof. — If a body be either wholly or partly immersed 
inajluid, it is pressed upwards by a force equal to the weight 
of the fluid displaced. 

Let A B be the horizontal surface of a fluid, and L M N a 
body suspended in it ; draw the vertical lines pr,qs inde- 
finitely near to each other ; then the indefinitely small por* 
tioD f» n of the upper surface of the body is pressed down- 
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wwd by the weight of the cohrnn of fluid mmr, and & 
like portion p qoi the under eurface is pressed upward by a 
force equal to the colomn of fluid pgnm; hence the dif- 
ference of these forces, which presses upwards against pq'ia 
the weight of the colnmn mpgn. 
Similarly it may be shewn that 
the upward presBures against the 
whole body L M N exceed the 
downward presaures, by a qnan- 
tilj of fluid equal to the magni- 
tude of the body, that is, the body 
is pressed upward by a force equal 
to the weight of the fluid dis- 
placed. Again, let A' B' be the 
surface of the fluid, the body being now supposed to float in 
the fluid ; then the pressure upward against p ^ is equal to 
the column j> r' ^ q; hence the sum of all the upward pres- 
sures is equal to the weight -of fluid of the bulk M' N' L ; 
that is, the body is press^ upward by a force equal to the 
wdgbt of the flnid cUsplaced. 

241. Cob. 1. — When a body ^ats in a flnid, it displaces 
a quantity of fluid equal in weight to itself; and when it 
tmks it displaces a quantity equal to its bulk. 

242. Cob. 2, — The weight lost by a body, when wholly 
immersed in a fluid, is eqiul to the weight of an equal bulk 
of the fluid. 

243. Cob. 3.— A solid placed in fluid will rink, if its spe- 
cific gravity exceed that of the flnid ; it will float on the 
surface, being at the same time partly immersed, if its spe- 
ciflc gravity be less than that of the fluid ; and it will remain 
wholly immersed, at any depth, if the specific gravities of the 
fluid and solid are equal. 

244. Paop. — To determine the tpecific gravities aj 

(1.) For a solid heartier than its bulk of water. — The spe- 
cific gravity of a solid body is found by the kifdrottaHc 
balance CF, which is a common pair of scales, with a fine 
silver thread attached to the under surface of the scale 0. 
2^ Bubfftance S, the speafic gravity of which is required. 
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u first weighed in air, and 
then, being attached to the 
thread, is immersed in pore 
water, at the temperature 
of 60°, and again weighed. 
Let W be the weight of 
the body in air, and w its 
weight in water ; then 
W— w IB the weight lost, 
which is equal to the 
weight of fluid displaced, 
by Cor. 2 of the preceding 
nop.; hence W— w ia also 
the weight of water eqnal 
to the bulk of the body, 
the weight of wluch is W ; 




W : "W — to : : wt. of body ! wt. of an equal bnlk of water 
: : specif, grav. of body : specif, grar. of water. 
Now, since the specific gravity of water is 1, by the Def. 
Art. 239; therefore 



specific graTity of the body = 



W- 



(2). For a solid lighter than its btdk of water. — Attach to the 
body another solid heavier than water, so that the compound 
body may sink in water. Put W = weight of the heavy 
body in air, «/ = its weight in water, C = weight of the 
compound body tn air, and c ^ its weight in water ; then 

wt. of water = in bulk to comp. body = C— c, 

ditto to heavy body = 'W—«i', 

.-. ditto • to given body = C~ c ~(W'— w*) ; 

hence W : C — c — (W— «/) :: spec grav. of body ; spec, 
grav. of water ; and therefore 

.peo.gr.y. of body = ^— -Z___ = __!L_ . 

(3). For a liquid or powder. — ^Weigh a vial, first when 
emp^, secondly when flUed with the liquid or powder, and 
thirdly wlien fiJled with pnre water; then the w«ight of fhf 
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liquid or powder divided bj the weight of the water will be 
the specific gravity required. 

(4). For any kind cfgas^ ^c. — Extract the air, by means 
of an air-pump, from a flask, containing about a gallon, and 
formed of thin copper, with a narrow neck, which may be 
opened and closed at pleasure by a stop-cork ; now, having 
weighed the flask, let it communicate with the vessel con» 
taining the gas, the specific gravity of which is required to 
be found. The flask, being filled, is again weighed ; and the 
difierence of these weights wiU be the weight of the gas, and, 
since the content of the flask is known, the specific gravity 
of the gas is found as before. 

NoTB. — In the preceding methods of finding the specific grayities of 
bodies, it has been assumed that the weight of the body in air was the irm 
weight of the body; but since air itself is a fluid, the body loses a portion 
of its weight in air, in the same manner as when weighed in water ; a small 
correction is therefore required on this account, that the weight of the body 
in a vacuum may be obtained, which is the true weight, 

245. Prop. — 77ie specific gravity Gqfa body is given^ as 
determined by weighing it in air and water; to find its true 
specific gravity. 

Put W = wt. of the body in air, ti; = its wt. in water, as 
before, a? = its true wt. = its wt. in a vacuum, and y s= 
spec. grav. of air as compared with water ; then the wt. of 
an equal bulk of water = x -^w^ and the wt. of an equal 
bulk of air = a: — W ; hence 

X — w : X — W :: 1 ry, 

.-. a? — W = 7(a? — w), whence 

"W — yw 



X = 



1-^ * 



but the true specific gravity of the body is -, and br 

X — w 
Substitution, 

X W — yw 



X — w W — w 

^^^ W— w "^ ^' ^^ W^w ^ ^" ^» whence, by sub- 
stitution, &c., 

the true specific gravity s 6 — y(Q — l)«. 



SPECIFIC USATITlEgU 
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MBTAI& 




imnn . • 


• 1 


. 19-500 


(gold, cast 


. a 


. 19*258 




. 19*362 


suiy . 


. 


. 13-568 


I 


• 


. 11-352 


1 ailTer, cast 


• < 


. 10*474 


hammered 


. 10*511 


mth, cast . 




9*823 


ler, do. 






8*788 


at, do. 






. 7-812 


:el, do. 






7*807 


1 do. . 






7*207 


iron . 






7*788 


Ifhard 






7*816 


• soft 






7 833 


cast . 






7-291 


, do. . i 






. 7*191 


mony, do. . 






6-702 


oic, do. 






5-763 


MINBRAL PRODUCnC 


>N& 


.erons spar 




4-430 


ital ruby . 




4*283 


ital sapphire 




3-994 


ital topaz . 




4-011 


ital: beryl . 




3*549 


lond 


3-501 


to 3 531 


» Parian marble 


2*838 


[I marble . 


« 


2*742 


•jd marble of Carrara 


2*724 


or 


2*66C 


\ to 2*764 


ite . 




2*950 


rock crystal 




2*653 


eck stone . 




2-601 


« flint 




2-594 


and stone . 




2*580 


bago 




1-860 


iastie coal . 




1-270 


>rd8hireooal 




1-240 


06 stone . 




•914 


glass 




3-329 


eglasB 


» 




2-898 



TABLE OF SPECIFIC GRAVITIES. 

(^Wei^htt in ounces per cubic foot,) 

Green glass 
Alabaster 
Brick 

Gunpowder, about 
Ice . • 



WOODS. 

Lignum vits . 
Box, Dutoh 

French . 

Heart of oak (60 years old) 

Dry oak . 

Mahogany 

Beech 

Ehn 

Fir 

Poplar 

Cork 

UQUIDS. 

Sulphuric acid . 

Nitric acid 

Water Arom the Dead Sea 

Human blood . 

Cow's milk . . 

Cider 

Sea water 

Water at 60* . 

Wine . • 

Olive oil . 

Pure alcohol . 

Muriatic ether . 

Naphtha 



2-642 

2*000 

2-000 

-937 

•930 



1-333 

1-328 
-970 

1*170 
-925 

1063 
-850 
-600 
•570 
•383 
•240 



1*841 

1-217 

1-240 

1053 

1*032 

1-018 

1-026 

1000 

•994 

-915 

-792 

-730 

•708 



oAsn. 



Atmospheric air 

Do. compared with water 

Oxygen . 

Chlorine . 

Hydrogen 

Nitrous oxide 

Carbonic add 

Goal gas . 



1-000 
•001225 
M12 
2-500 
0*069 
1*584 
1*587 
'IfiOto'MO 



1 



ISO BtDRODTKAiaCS. 

Ex. 1. — ^How manr cable feet sre there in a ton of dry 
oak? 

20 X 112 X 16 „„ 

— = Smi cnbic feet. Atu. 

Ex. 2, — A piece of copper wdghs 93 graiiu in air, and 82^ 
graioB in water ; what is its specie gravity? Am. 8857. 

Ex. 3. — A piece of ehn weighs 30 lbs. in air, and when a 
piece of copper, which weighs 32 Iba. in water, is connected 
with it, the compound weighs 6 Ibe. in water ; what is the 
specific gravity of the elm ? Ana. 600. 

Ex. 4. — A cast iron pipe is 6 inches diameter in the 
bore, and 1 inch in thicbiesB ; required ihe weight of a 
running foot. Ant. 67'45 lbs. 



HYDEODYNAMICS. 

246. Hydrodynamict treats <^ the motioD of fluids, and of 
the forces which they exert upon bodies to which their actitm 
is applied. 

247. Prop. — The velocity of a fuid iauing from a tmaU 
orifiee at the bottom of a vessel, kept comtantly fitli, ii equal 
to that which a heavy body would acquire in falling through 
a space equal to the depth of the orifice beloto the surface of 
thejiuid. 

Let A B be the surface of the fluid, D the small oriflce. 
Consider the fluid to be composed of an 
indefinite number of lamins, which d» 
ring their desert remtun parallel ; then, 
whatever moving force is lost by the 
descending fluid wiU be communicated to 
the fluid at die orifice. Let Da be a 
miall column of fluid discharged in the 
indefinitely small time t by the pressuie 
of tliec4^umn CDiandletDibetbe 
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which would' have been discharged hy its own weight, that 
is, hj its gravity in the same time t. Let, also, T and v be 
the velocities of the fluid in the columns D c, Db, hj the 
pressures CD,Db; then, since the moving forces are as the 
quantities of motion produced in a given time, 

c D zDb : : column D u X V : column Db X v; and 

because the spaces described by constant forces in equal 
times are as the velocities acquired 

De xY :T>b XV ::— :-—; 

and since v is the velocity in falling through D6, by the fbrce 
of gravity, 

F = —-, and similarly CD = rr— ; 

.'. V = V2^.CD, 

which is the velocity acquired in falling through C D by the 
force of gravity. 

248. Cob. — Since fluids press equally in all directions, the 
preceding Proposition holds, when the oriflce is in a side of 
the vessel, or when it is made to throw the fluid in a vertical 
or oblique direction ; in the former case it will rise to the 
level of the fluid in the vessel. 

249. Cob. 2. — ^If h == height of the vessel, a = area of 
orifice, and Q = quantity of fluid discharged in one second ; 
then 

Q = a s/2gh ; whence 

Q , , 2ga^ 

a = , and h = z^. . 

s/2gh Q' 

Ex. 1 . — ^Find the velocity with which water issues from a 
small orifice at the bottom of a vertical tube, filled with 
water to the height of 100 feet. 

V= s/2'gx 100= >/ 64^x100=20 V'l6S^=80ft 2\va nearly. 

Ex. 2. — Find the same when the water issues into a 
vacuum, its upper surface being open to the air. 

Here 32 feet must be added to the height of the water in 

6 
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the tube (qk the presanre, of the itmoq>bere, >fier whidh the 
method of solotion will be the sune as in the last B-ramplw- 

Ex. 3. — 'What qnsntity <^ water will be disduiged fcwn 
a veaset 10 feet Ugh, in one second, throng an orifice one 
inch in diameter in the bottom of the Tesael? 

Non I. — The *ctiul Tdodtjrha* Ucb Amid by lyAlsnbat ta ^Br 
from the theoretical vetod^ eoniidenb^ in vanj enea; but whvi the 
VMwl u kept cfflututly ftill, and Mcb MiatniB oT Uu floid is tapfOKd tB 
keep penllel to Itself si it rtmrtnili, 

the«L = ^Ii:^. 

yhefeK^inrisceofv tMel,]t= «r»>of oriflt«; nd vdMniiireiyBMlI, 
Uie Tclod^ becomee 'j2g.CO, which is tlie same Telod^ ■> Uud alm^ 

NoTi S. — Expecimsnts do not agrse with this theoy as to the qoantitf 
of watai dischs^ed) Bo«at bst ihawn that tha actnal disdiargs : the 
theorectical dladuige :i -68 : liOrneariyM S ; 8. — IbeTdnaf mtarthtt 
ismes throogh the odfiea aoAn a contraetioii, bj irideh Ita seetI<Hi has beea 
fmiDd to be diminished in the aboin nitio. 111* cmtndkD haa becc called 
the wna cMCraato, and callhig the ana of the orifice 1, the area of the eau 
contnKta will be |. ^ -6SS nearij. Hence tiie theoretical qoantJtj itf the 
Said discharged mut be multiplied by f to obtahi the tnie qoanti^. 

2S1. I^P. — To det^nunelM ^me of en^^^mg ang txti^ 
Arough a very tmall orifice. 
Let M N be the surface of the descending flaid in the vessel 
MON, and the orifice ; patFO = 
X, PN = PM =y, K = area of the 
descending surface, and A = area of 
the vena eontracta, and t = lime of 
discharge. Then the velocity of the 
fluid at the vetm ctrntraela = .JZgx, 
and therefore the quantity of fltiid dis- 
charged in the indefinitely small time 
dt is equal U3kdt^2gx. Now, let 
the surface of the fluid in the veesel 
descend &om M N to m n in the time d t ; then Vp = dx, 
and the content MN nm = — Kcfx; but this is equal to 
the quantity of fluid discharged, therefore 

kdt ^ 2gx^ —Kdxi whence 
-Kdx 
~ k J2gx 
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=/*- 



„ ~kdx 

252. GoB.-^Wheii ttte vessel M O N ie a solid of revolu- 
tion round thf vertical axis OP, then K = «^, and therefore 

1=/ — "1^ , 

in which, if the value of ^ be suhetituted in tenns of x, the 
integral may be readily found. 

253. Prop. — To Jind the distance to lehiek water will 
apout, through a small orifice in the vertical side of a vessel 
pheedona horiiwilal plane. 

Let Gr A be a vessel filled with water, C a small orifice in 
the vertical side A B, and A H 
the horizontal plane. On A B 
describe the semicircle AFB, 
and draw the ordinate CD; 
then by Art. 249, Note 1, the 
velocity of the fluid will be very 
nearly equal to that which wonld 
be acquired by a body ih falling 
down B C ! this velocity must, 
therefore, be considered as that 
with which the fluid is pro- 
jected. Now, the curve CH, 
described by the fluid, is a parabola, and B C = j^ of its 
parameter at C, by Art. 161; and since the fluid evidently 
spouts horizontally, C is the vertex of the parabda, C A its 
axis, and A H an ordinate ; therefore, 
A H» = 4 C B X C A = 4 C D* (by the nature of the circle), 
.-. AH = 2 CD. 

254. Cob. — When the orifice bisects AB in E, the distance 
aponted by the fluid will be = 2 E F = AB = depth of the 
flnid, which b exidently the maximum distance that it can 
apout on the horizontal plane A H. 

255. Pbop. — To find the vehcUy wilk which water is dis- 
tAarged from a reservmr of given height h, through a pipe of 
given length I, and diameter d. 

The experiments and investuradons of M. Foncelet are 
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considered strictly accurate, the limits of this work does not 
admit of their insertion here, the following is his formula for 
the velocity per second, all the dimensions heing in feet. 



Ex. 1. — ^Water is brought to supply Mentz from a reserroir 
65f feet in height, by pipes 9843 feet in length, and 3^ 
inches in diameter ; required the velocity of ti^e water per 
second. 

First S^^in. = -2625 of afoot, and66f = 65*6 feet, then 

.o . ^^^ Ao s 65-6 X -2625 ^^^ 

V = 48 \/ = 48 sf' = 2 feet per 

^ /-f 54 rf "^9843+ 54x -2625 ^ 

second nearly. 

Ex. 2. — ^Li the last eziUnple, how much water will be dis- 
charged in 24 hours ? 

The area of the section of the pipe = '7854 x (•2625)* = 
'0541 square feet, the quantity of water per second = 
2 X -0541 = -1082 cubic feet, and 24 hours = 86400 se- 
conds ; .*. the quantity of water brought by the pipe in 24 
hours will be 

86400 X •1C«B2 = 9348^ cubic feet. 

256. Pbop. — To determine the mean vdocUy toith which 
water runs in rivers and open canals. 

The formula for this purpose is also derived firom expe- 
ments, of which no less than 91 were made by Eytelwein on 
rivers and canals, the dimensions used by him are reduced to 
feet, and are the following : — 

c = wet contour 

s == area of a section of the fluid, 

— = hydraulic mean depth, 

g = force of gravity, 

a = angle of inclination of surface of stream, 
and V = mean velocity; then 



^ s 

V = >/(V)»^.- sina -I- (yjY)* — ^ = the velocity in feet. 

c 

IfoTEL^It hMB teen proved that the gMateit vdodtj it at the tiurfi»e in 
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the i^jd^le of the straam; from which it diminiahes towards the bottom and 
nded^ irben the VeloGity it least 

ON THE PBBCUSSION AND BESISTANCE OF iPLUIDS. 

257. Pbop. — When a stream impels a plane perpendicular 
io its action^ the force with which it strikes the plane is as 
AdY*i where A = area of the pkrne^ d = density of the 
fluidy and Y = its velocity. 

The impulsive force of the stream is as the number of 
particles that strike against the plane in a given time, mul- 
tiplied bj the force of each; and the number of particles that 
strike the plane in a given time is evidently =i AdY ; also, 
the force of each particle is proportional to Y; .*. the force 
of all the particles against the plane is as A e/ Y'. 

Note. — ^It has been here supposed that after the particles strike the plane, 
their a^on immediately ceases; but in reality they rebound, and acting on 
those which are behind, retard their velocity; therefore a differenoe will 
result between theory and experiment 

258. Cor. — l£f=^ impulsive force of the stream against 
the plane A, A = a constant co-efficient to be determined by 
experiment, and h = height due to the velocity Y, so that 
V« = 2^Ajthen 

fr=:2Ahdgh. 

259. Prop. — J^a stream strikes perpendicularly on a plane, 
which is itself in motion, the imptdsive force is = Arf(Y— «?)^; 
where vis ^ velocity of the plane. 

It is obvious that both the number of particles which 
strike the plane, and the force of each particle, must be as the 
relative velocity, that is the difference of the absolute veloci- 
ties the force will be as A e/ (Y— r)*, or/= A^ rf(Y— v)'. 

260. Cor. 1. — ^When v is opposed to V, that is, when tiie 
plane moves against the stream, then/= A A rf (Y-fv)'. 

261 • Cor. 2.— When Y = 0,/= Ahdv*; therefore a 
plane, moving against a fluid at rest, receives the same im- 
pulse as if the fluid were to move with the velocity v, and 
the plane to be at rest ; that is, the resistance of a fluid to a 
body in motion is the same as the impulse of a fluid, which 
moves with the same velocity against a body at rest. 

THE WATER WHEEL. 

262. It has been found by experiment that a water wheel 
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perlbnM tibc grertert fMMi^ of iPoA wfcem Ae t^luiiij cf 
die witer is ^ tinei Atf of Ae iHbed, wkeMT bj Alt. 259^ 
die povrer of witter (dbe vdocitj of iriick ii giv^) 
die poddies or Hoafe^iooids of wheel md^ be 
but die Mkmiog mediod b» been fiMad im psKtiee to be 
lew eompiicited: £ar idwn a bod^deneado finiM a p^fM 
beig^ it IS ci^ioUe of ndnng a bodf of eqaid w«!g^ lisoo^ 
dieMmebeig^ Tberrfbr^ ifwirterfidl^oKaiHbedl,dbe 
mmititjof mrkwUehit is o^sfale of perfamiii^ sbsd^ng 
nictioo, is eqiiol to die product of die wei^bt of die witter, 
and the bei^tbroog^ wUdi it deseeads ; whedieritfidk 
Qpon the poddies of an mMterahat or a btcart w buJ , or into 
the bodKets of an orenhot whed. 

263. TwofP.—GweM dke bnadA a, ami Apdk i, cf a 
Uream^ ii$ mean vdodbf tr, t» fsei per wtbmte^ dke heigki k, 
afthefaXL^ amd S ^ spedjie fframtf ef water; af tr wtqmind 
to determine ^ horse pomerof dke waier whed^ wkem tie 
moduhu of ^ nuMckme u liA paH of du work of Ae waiery 
and U =r uniif of work tit a hone power. 

Water descending per ndnnte. = a 6 v cubic feet. 

Wdght of water in the same time ^ a ^v S Ibs^ 

H^ice work of water per minnle =^ ahkv% 

And the work of the wheeL = nahkv^i 

,\ EP ^ horse-powers*** ••••••• = — == ^ 

£x«l. — ^The breadth of a stream is 5 feet, depdi = Sfeet, 
mean velocity 20 feet per ndnnte, and hd^t of the fidl 25 
feet ; required the H^ of the water whed which performs \ 
of the work of the water, that ia^ -{^ (tf the work of the whed 
18 lost by friction* 

_ »fl^ A tyS _ 4x5x8x20x25x62-5 _ ||_. 
U "" 5x33000 -"A- 

Ex* 2. — ^The section of a stream is 4 feet by 3, the mean 
velodty of the water 20 feet per minnte, and the fall 30 feet; 
what is the H^ of the water wheel, its modulus being f ; and 
how many bushels of com will the whed grind in a day of 
i4 hours^ one H^ being able to grind a bushd of com per 
hour? 
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nabhvS __ 4x4x 8x20x80x62'6 _ ,^,^ 
^"^ U "" 5x33000 -^^Hif- 

•*• bushels ground per day = 10|f x 14 sss 152-]^-. 

Ex. 3.— The section of a stream, the mean velocity, and 
fitQ of the water are the same as in the last example ; how 
inany cubic feet of water will the wheel raise to the height 
of 120 feet, the modulus of the machine being f of the work 
of the water? 

Put H = the height to which the water is pumped ; then 

Workof the wheel per minute.... = nabhvS units, 

M of pumping 1 cubic foot of water... = HS „ 

••. number of cubic feet pumped per min. = — =-^ — = 

nabhv ,. ,. , . 4x4x3x20x30 
— == — ; which in number gives ^oq = 

40 cubic feet 

WORK PEBFOBMEB BY THE SUN'S EVAFOBATION. 

264. The heat of the son is oontinoally raising the temperatUFe of the 
atmosphere, thus making it capable of absorbing water firom the immense 
sorface of the oceans and seas that snrronnd &» earth. The water, thus 
ciised, forms clouds at various elevations above the earth's surface. The 
sadden cooling of the atmosphere, either hy cold currents or by meteoric 
dianges, precipitates these clouds In the form of rain ; while the dews of ' 
night desoand by the gradual cooling of the atmosphere, through the absence 
of the sun. The water, therefore, which thus falls, may be conndered as the 
measure of the sun's evaporating power. In the torrid zone the annual fall 
of rain and dew amounts, at a medium, to about 100 inches in depth, and at 
the northern border of the temperate zone, as at Archangel, the medium 
fidl of water is abont 20 inches in depth ; the mean of these depths is 60 
Inches or 5 feet, which may be taken as the mean depth of water which 
descends iqpon the whole of the earth's surface. Now, if we take 900 feet 
as the mean height from which this water falls in the form of rain and dew, 
there will result, 

The work of the water falling on one square mile of the earth's surface 
per minute, through the agency of the sun's evaporation in horse powers, 
that is, 

yp _ 27878-400 X 5 X 900 X 62*5 _ 

^*^ "~ 365 X 24 X 60 X 33000 

Hence, the work, thus done, on the whole surface of the globe, taking its 
diameter at 8000 miles wiU be 

]^ =r 8000* X d'1416 X 452 s 90,880,000,000. 
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H«ir, tdoig die suited povwi cT an ^be Mamm mpmm m the Britiab 
Uee te be 2i bOHom cT hone pewcn^ end^tiie oitad powen cT eU the 
iteiM coginee IB en the oiher itetee of the werid to be 5| adliianB of hene 
potreo^ tiboe giriiig ftr the itoiM MigiMB of the whole werid 6 mflliaBi of 
powen^ wUeb, H Is prenmed, ie not fiv froai die txvth, at the praaoBt 
(1851% we duin hare the work dae to the aaa^ e? ap o mtio a 
iHiat iiiofe than 15000 thnoe the woik of an the 
fBppoong thorn to wotkeootiinioiMifdajr and night. ThiB« 
how Inwgai i ftuit the moat ■Cupcuduiii woiki i man are to tiioae of Ma 
Cmmaskm. Though oolj a Toy tiiliBig part of tins Taat pofwer is available 
ftr the puipu eo i of moving marhmwy, yet k aerres a atin more Imp ort an t 
piifp tae In watering and invigoBBting lie T^getatkm on the an&oe of tiie 
earti^ and In prodnang the ooontiem anan streams np to hDge riyen^iHudi 
di f Oisify and spread health throaghoitt creatioa, as wen u aapffy immfneft 
fadlities tor Inland navigation. Sodi Is the stnpendons and magmfioent 
scale bj which we mast measore the meefaanlam of creatioa» and soch the 
boondless power and beneficence of the Gkkat Cbkaxob. 

One of the Immense resolts of the power of evi^Kvatifln n^7 here be given 
in the 

Work of the Great FaM or Caieraet of the Bioer Niagara, 

This rirer, wfaidi discharges an the water Issnhig firam the great cen- 
tral diain of lakes in North America, fidls with astonishing giandeor over 
a perpendicular rock 133 feet in height, in one unbroken sheet; the rapids 
above this (kll extend several miles, making an addition of 200 feet to the 
heigbtof the fall; the whole hdgfat of the faU Is therefore 333 feet It is 
calcnlated that 33 millions of tons of water are disdiarged, at an averege^ 
per hoar by this fall; hence the work of the water per minute may be 
readily determined in horse powers, that is 

._. 33000000 V 2240 X 333 
W =5 ^^^^ZZZL = 12,432,000. 

60 X 33000 -r—n'w^ 

This river is, therefore, (see last Art) capable of perfonning more woifc 
than twice the work of all the steam engines in the whole world. 

WOBK OB POWER OF THD TIDES. 

Assnming that the average height of the rise of the tides in the At- 
lantic and Pacific oceans to be 20 feet, which is probably less than the 
tme average, and the nnited length of the coasts of these two oceans 
(which may be said to extend from pole to pole) indading their wind- 
ings, to be 100,000 miles, we shall thns hare a body of water 100,000 
miles in length raised to the height of 20 feet, and of a breadth yaiy- 
ing according to the widths of the respective oceans. This vast jxiwer 
is immensely greater than that which results ftom the sun's evaporation; 
(Art 264) and is due to the joint attraction of the sun and moon. Although 
a very small portion of this immense power is used for mechanical purposes, 
on account of its being inconveniently situated for that purpose ; because the 
shores of these oceans are exposed to tempests, which would in most cases 
greatly damage or entirely destroy any machinery, which might under other 
circumstances be conveniently moved by the tide. There are, however, a 
few ponds, which are filled by the tide in convenient situations, for moving 
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tbe-mftdiuieiy of «om mills, &c Yet the tiM of the tide is cf immenM im- 
I»prtaiice in aiding the purposes of navigation, by its repeated flow into nu- 
merous rivers, harbours, bays, creeks, &c., which would otherwise in many 
casea be almost useless for this purpose. Besides, the continued agitation of 
the ocean by the tide diffuses the saline matt^, derived from some of the 
strata which fonns part of its basin, equally throughout every part of its 
liquid mass ; thus maintaining its waters in a perpetual state of salubrity, 
which would otherwise become stagnant, and in all probability so piitrid as 
to be destructive to animal life. We may hence perceive another grand pur- 
pofle of the Great Cbbatob carried ont by the agency of the tide for the 
oontinned renovation of nature, and of far greater importance than its use as 
a moving power for machinery, which the ingenuity of man by the agency 
of steam can produce in localities more convenient for his several require- 
ments. 

MISCELLANEOUS QUESTIONS IN HYDBOSTATICS AND 

HYDRODYNAinGS. 

Ex, 1. — The depth of water pressing against an embank- 
ment is 9 feet, required the pressure upon 40 feet of its 
length. Ans. 45\ tons. 

Ex. 2. — An empty vessel is sunk 600 feet in sea-water, 
required the pressure on a square inch of its surface. 

Ans» 209| lbs. nearly. 

E2L 3. — ^A flood-gate 10 feet deep and 5 feet wide, is placed 
vertically in water ; required the pressure on the upper and 
lower hdves of the gate, the water standing at the top. 

Ans. 3906} and 11718| lbs. 

Ex. 4. — ^A cubical iceberg swims, with its sides vertical, 
100 feet above the level of the sea, required a side of the 
cube. Ans. 326 yards. 

Ex. 5. — Find the thickness of a waU at the bottom, the 
section of which is a right angled triangle, sustaining a body 
of water against its vertical side, the height of the wall being 
12 feet, the depth of the water 10 feet, and the specific 
gravity of the wall to that of the water as 11 to 7. 

Ans, 5 feet If inch. 

Ex. 6. — The concave surface of a cylindrical glass bottle, 
filled with fluid, is divided into 4 annuli, so that the pressure 
on each annulus is equal to the pressure on the base ; re- 
quired the height of the cylinder and the breadth of each 
annulus, the radius of the cylinder being given. 

Ex. 7. — Required the thickness of the wall, in Ex. 5, 
when its section is a vertical rectangle. 

Ans. 4 feet 2-^ inches, nearly. 

6»» 
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-Ex. 8. — A diving bell in the form of a cone is let down 
into die sea to the depths of m and n fathoms ; reqaiied the 
lielghts to which the water will rise within it, its axis and 
diameter of its base being respectiyety a and b feet, and the 
iMroQieter standing at 30 inches. 

; Ex. 9. — ^How deep will a globe of oak sink in oommoQ 
wplsr, its radius being one foot ? Ans. I foot 8^ inches. 

: Ibc 10. — ^Each of the 8 pontoons, used in floating the parts 
tf Ite Britannia tubular bridge was a parallelopiped 100 feet 
ill length, 25 feet in breadth, and 12 feet in deptii ; required 
the weight of their united power of buoyancy, suppodng 
them all to sink till even with the surface of the water, and 
that the weight of each pontoon was 200 tons. 



PART V. 

CENTRAL FORCES. 

DEFINITIONS. 

265. Centripetal force is a force which continually tends 
to draw or impel a body towards a certain fixed point or 
centre. 

266. CerUrifagal fiyrce is that which impels the body to 
recede from such a centre, if it were not prevented by the 
centripetal force; this force, according to the first law of 
motion, impels the body to move unifomly in a straight line. 

267. The centripetal and centrifugal forces are caUed 6e»- 
tral forces, because, by their combined action on the same 
body, they cause it to describe a curve round a centre. 

268. The radius vector is a line drawn from the centre of 
force to the moving body. 

269. Prop. 1. — When a body, acted upon by a fiyrce tend- 
ing to a fixed point or centre, has also a prqfectUe motion in 
a direction not passing through that centre, it unU move in a 
curve line situated in one plane; and the radius vector wiU 
describe equal areas in equal times, or areas proportional to 

^e iimes* 
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' S70. Let tb« body more along AB nniformly in a unit of 
tuna by a projectile or centiifiigRl Gxce ; then by Newton'i 
first kw of motion if no other force were to act on the 
body, it would move in the Bsme 
ttraight line to a, in the next unit 
of time, making the diatance Bar: 
AB. How, when the body is at 
B, let a centripetal force, or a force 
tending to the centre S, act upon it, 
and by a single impulse draw it 
aiaog B /> in a nnit of time, in the 
same manner as if this force alone 
acted upon it. Complete the paral- 
ld<^ram Ba Cp, and join SC, Sa. 
Then, since the body would move 
along Ba in conseqnence of the 
original force, and along B/> in 
oonaequcnce of the centripetal force at S, by the composi- 
tion of motion (Art. 10), the body will move along BC, 
the diagonal of the parallelogram. Also, because Ca is 
t^allel to SB, the area SBC = area SBa(Bince AB = 
B a) area SAB. In like manner, if the two forces act on 
the body at C, the centrifugal in the direction C h, and 
the centripetal in the direction C S, these forces wiU cause 
the body to describe the diagonal D of the parallelo- 
gram CbDq, and the radius vector S D will describe the 
area S C D = area S B C = area SAB, in the next nnit 
of time ; and so on continually. Now, suppose the unit of 
time to be diminished, and the number of units to be in- 
creased, both indefinitely ; then the areas described by the 
radius vector in these units will still be equal to each other, 
and consequently the polygon ABC D...,.£ will ultimately 
be a curve line, and the centripetal force which was assumed 

to act by impulses at B, C, D E, will be a continuous 

foroe acting at every point of the curve ; and, since it has 
been proved that equal areas are described by the radius 
vector in equal times, it is evident that in different times 
the areas described will be proportional to these times. 

Korm — This li£«pI«'jJirttbtDa/PJan<tiB3f Motion, which he diKOrered, 
by the ^d of obHrraUon alaoe, and which wu first confirmed b7 Ma&e- 
._,..._. n„ — ^-'-'jn ij iSr J, Jfttthjd, M Bhewn ia thl^ptopotitioa. 
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271. Cob.— If a body^ move in a curve, so that the radina 
vector, drawn from the bod; to a. fixed point, passeB otqf 
areas proportional to the times, the body is acted upon b; a 
centripetal force tending to that fixed point. 

272. Prop. 2.— Tfte velocity of bod}/, movmg in a curve 
ADE at any point D, m inveriefy at tiu perpendievlar S Y 
drawn Jrom the ceTitre nffi^ce S upon the tangent D Y fo At 
eviroe at D. (See hist figure.) 

Put S Y r= p, T ^ time of describing C D, and v ^ vdo- 
dtyatD; then CD= tb, and the area SCD = iCD. 8Y 
'= ^rv X p. Now, if A = area described by the radius 
vector in a unit of time, A t wiU be the area described in the 

timer = area 8CD ; .■. At = Jre/), and v=: — , that is, 

the veloci^ varies as -, or inversely as the perpendicular 
« A described in a unit of time 

273. Fbof. 3. — ^ one body be drawn in a itraigkt lint 
A S towards the centre of force S, and another body revolve 
in a curve line A M B <Aout the same centre S ; tlun if the 
force at S be equal at all egual distances, and the velocities of 
the bodies be equal in any one case, when they are at equal 
distances from S, their velocities vnll always be equal at equal 
distances Jrom S. 

Let the velocities of the two bodies at the equal distances 
S N, S M be equal Take M nt an inr 
definitely small arc, which ma^ be con- 
sidered as a straight line, and describe 
the circular arcs MN, mn, from the cen- 
tre S, and draw the radii vectorea M S, 
ffiS; from p, the intersection of M S, 
mn, draw pq perpendicular to Mm. 
Let/be the accelerating force at N or U 
towards the centre of force S, and let Nit 
or M^ represent this force. Now, the 
force Mp may be resolved into the two, 
Mq, pq: of these two forces My alone 
ie efficient in accelerating the body's motion at M. Fut^= 
Mpgle SMm; then the actual force iiq =/co3 f>, and, be- 
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Cftiue 1£ nt is indefinitely smal], the increase of velocitj trom 
M to m will also be indefinitely small ; therefore M m may 
be ultimately supposed to be described with a uniform vfm- 
city ; and since the velocities at 14^ and M are equal, if t = 
Mm _ T _ 
" cos t "" 

time of deecribing Mm uniformly with the same velocity. 
Now, the increment of the velocity from N to n is equal to 
the product of the accelerating force and time = fr ; and the 

increment of the velocity from Mtom =/co9 * =/^i 

•^ COB ^ "^ 

which is the eame as in the former case. Therefore, since 
the velocities at N and M are equal, and the increments of the 
velocities from N to n and from M to m are also equal, the 
velocities at n and m must also be equal ; and similarly it 
may be shewn that the velocities are equal at all other equal 
distances. 

274. Cob. — When the bodies pass through the centre of 
force S, or recede from it, the same proposition holds good 
with respect to their velocities. In the former case, though 
theoretically correct, it is practically impossible. 

275. PeOp. TV.— If a body describe the circumference of a 
circle A a fi uniformly in conaequejice of a projectile and an 
attractive firce, the latter being situated at the centre S ; the 
accelerating force actiTtg vpon the body is measured by the 
square of the velocity divided by (he radius of the circle. 

Let the body describe the arc A a uniformly in the time 
T, with the velocity V, and let 
A S = R ; then A o = t V. 
Now, the body would describe 
the tangent A T uniformly 
with the same velocity, and in 
the same time, if it were not 
acted upon by the central force 
at S i hut oa it describes the 
arc A a, it is evident that the 
force at S, upon the body at 
A, would make it describe An 
or Tain the timer; aT,an being respectively perpendicular 
to AT, AS. Let/= accelerating force at A; which force 
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may be considered constant through the indefinitely small 
space A« or Ta, therefore, by Art 134, A n = T a = i/'*"*. 

But A«x2AS = (chord Aa)3 

= (arc A af ultimately = V* T^ 

and .-. |/t8 X 2R = V^Ta. 

Hence /= g • 

275a. Cor. 1. — ^If T be the time of one entire revolution of 
the body round the centre of force S ; then, since the whol^ 
circumference A a B = 2 x B, there will result 

TV = 2tR, or V = ^r^. 

Hence/= •^= -^ • 

276. Cor. 2. — If a body describe the circumference of a 

circle with a uniform velocity, the centripetal and centrifugal 

forces wiU be equaly because the' distance of the body from 

the centre of force is always the same, the two forces are in 

equilibrium; hence the centrifugal force /' is =^ and is 

measured by -p-; therefore, generally, when the centre of 

force is the centre of the circle, 

277. Cor. 3. — Hl a body be retained in a circle of radius 
= R, by a rigid rod joining the body and the centre of the 
circle, or if the body be retained in a circular curve, as a 
railway train is retained by the rails and the flanges of the 
wheels, and if a given angular velocity = V be communicated 
to the body ; then the force / will be evidently compounded 

of the value — and mass M of the body, that is, 

w 

But M (by the definition) = — , W being the weight of 



the body, and g the force of gravity at the earth's sarface, 

which ia called by Mathematicians the Yis Yita, or living 
force, half of which, namely, 

^ V'.W 

is the force which tends to produce motion in machines ; and 
since h = — , h heing the height due to the vel. V, there 
results, 

^ 2g 

which is the Formula used in the article on water wheels, and 
in various other parts of this work. See MoseJejfs PrmcvpUs 
of Engineering and HanrCs Mechanics, 

The following are given to illustrate the preceding propo- 
sitions and their corrolaries. 

* 284. Prob. 1. — ^Taking the radius of the earth to be 4000 
miles, the mean distance of the moon from the centre of the 
earth to be 60 of the earth's radii, to determine the attractive 
force exerted on the moon, which causes it to revolve round 
the earth in 27^ days, the earth being assmned to be at rest. 
By Art. 275, 

^ 4ir2R 4x3-14162x4000x5280 ^^^ ^ 
f--^- 27^x24x60x60 = <>Q^9 ^^et. 

And since the force of gravity at the earth's surface = 32^ 
feet = gy we shall have 

f X g \x\^ : 60*, that is, 

•0089 : 82^ : : 1 : 60> nearly; 

therefore the attractive force of the earth varies inversely as 
the square of the distance from its centre. 

285. Prob. 2. — ^The radius of gyration of a grindstone is 
2 feet, its weight j- of a ton, and it makes 360 revolutions in 
a minute; required its centrifugal force, or tendency to 
burst. 



136 CBimtAL FOBOSfl. 

_ ■ 4x3'1416x36a ^. . - ^ , , 

Here V = ^z: = 75'4 feet per second nearly. 

and bj Art. 277, 

- W.V» i X (75-4)« ^.^ . 

286. Pbob. 3. — The radius of a grindstone is r, its weight 
W, and the velocitj of its circumference v feet per second ; 
required the centrifugal force. 

The radius of gyration, in this case, is ^r ^2 = R. 

Hence the velocity V of the centre of gyration = 

NoTB. — This fommla gives generallj the amoant of centrifngal force 
which tends to tear asunder a circular wheel or disc of uniform ti^ckness* 
when it is whirled round with a great velocity. The great amount of cen- 
trifugal force, as shewn in Art. 285, is the cause of the frequent violent 
raptures of grindstones, and the serious accidents thence resulting. 

287. Pbob. 4. — ^Required the centrifugal force, in the last 
Prob., when W =z 16 cwts., r = 1-J feet, and r = 80 feet 
per second. 

W . i^ _ 16 X 80^ 16 X 80^ ^^ 

•^-^.r^/2-32ixf^/2^'^•-32ixf^/2x20-^^*^°'• 

288. Prob. 5. — ^A circular disc, the weight of which is 
W, is whirled round so as to make S revolutions in a minute; 
the radius of the disc is K, the radius of its axle r, and the 

friction upon it — of the whole weight ; required the number 

of revolutions the disc will make before its stops. 
Radius of gyration = ^R ^2 feet. 

Velocity of wt. per second = ^^^r = — — - — ft. 

.*. units of work in the disc = ^r— X (vel.)^ = ^:^- , 

being the work due to the height fallen through to acquire 
the given velocity. 



Circumference of the axis = « r, and 

W 
imita of work destroyed by friction in 1 revolu. = xr x — , 

Pat N =B No. of revolutions before the disc stops ; then 

W 

»r X' — X N = units of work destroyed by friction. 
ti 

= * r X — X N, whence N = 



^ • 



60*^ « ' 60* gr 

Also, if « = given number of revolutions per second, then 
S = 60 «, and by substitution 

N => • 

gr 

• NocB. — ^These fbrmoIaB are independant of the weight of the disc, as thej 
obTiousIy ought to be. 

Ex. — A disc of Qietal is whirled round with a velocity of 
88 feet per second, being the speed of the wheels of a rail- 
way train moving at the rate of 60 miles per hour, the radius 
of the disc is 5 feet, the radius of its axle 2 inches, and the 
coefficient of frictfon ^, or n = 10; required the number of 
revolutions which the disc will make before it stops. 

By Art. 288, 

^ . nx^R2 10x3-1416x88^x5^ ,,0.0;: 

No. of revo. ;= = -zr, =1134516. 

gr 32^ X A 

THE FLT WH^BL. 

290. When a moving power is supplied irregularly, as by 
the piston of a steam engine, the action of which is inter- 
mitting or by impulses, while various machines moved by 
this important power require a regular force, the method 
of regulating the motion of such machines is by means of 
a fly wheel, in which a ponderous mass of metal, revolving 
freely on an axis, is connected with the machinery, and by 
its inertia produces a resevoir as well as a regulator of 
force ; since a small surplus of force acting for a short time 
will accumulate a considerable power in the fly wheel, and 
this power being applied suddenly for a short time is capable 
of supplying the short intermissions of the moving power, 
and producing a near approximation to perfect regularity in 
the motion of the machinery. 



1 38 GENTBAL FOBCES. 

291. PrOb. 7.— The weight of a fly-wheel = W lbs,, the 
external and internal radii of the rim are B and r feet ; the 
wheel makes « revolutions per second, the diameter of the 

axis is d inches, and the friction upon — of the whole weight 

of the wheel ; required the units of work in the wheel, and 

the number of revolutions which it will make before it stops, 

the inertia of the axle and spokes of the wheel being neglected 

as not materially affecting the result 

Then 

Raj- r* 
The radius of gyration A =: >/ — • 

2*>/ — Y^ I ^^ = 



T*«VW, 



Circum. of axis = -r^ 



Work destroyed by friction in 1 revo. =-r:r X — = -^r— • 

Put £7 = number of revolutions made by the wheel before 
it stops ; then 

Whole work destroyed by friction = -r^ — x N, 
whence N = ^ — ^ — • 

NoTB. — ^This result is also independent of the weight of wheel 

£x.-^The external and internal radii of the rim of a fly 
wheel are 5 and 3 feet ; it makes 3 revolutions per second ; 
the diameter of the axle is 2 inches, and the friction upon it 
^ of the weight of the wheel, or n = 10 ; how many revo- 
lutions will it make before it stops ? 

mu ^T i. XT 12xlOx3-1416x3ax(5«+3») ,^^^ 
The No. of revo. N = r^r — ^^ — ' — -^= 1797. 
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S92. FsoB. 8. — WkM At force aett in one direction onfy, 
lofytd Ae Kmiti within wkitA tkt angular velocity ofAtJfy- 
teheelvarui. 

Let ARQS be tte fly wheel, its centre, OR a crank, 
OQ which the rod F B acts in direcdons pantile] to the dia- 
meter EF; and let F be a cooatant force acting on the rod 
PR ; also, let Q be a weight equi- 
valent to the reaiatance to the 
mction of the machine, and act- 
ing perpendicularly at Q the ex- 
tremity of the radiua OQ. Draw 
BH, rA perpendicular to EF and 
indefinitSy near to each other ; 
abo, pat RO = r, QO = B, and 
* =; dicQinferenca to rad. = 1. 
Now let the point R move through 
the indefinitely small apace Rr ; 
then the force of P is measured by 
the product of the resolred part 

B n ol the force F and the small space B r, which product is 
evidently ;=PxBr = FxHA, since the force m r is wholly 
ineffectaaL Let the force P act from E to F, then H A be- 
comes = the diameter £ F, and the whole force from £ to F 
will be = FxEF=Fx 2r; and the whole dynamical 
effect of the resiBtauce of the machine in an entire revolution, 
which is represented by Q, will be equal Q x 2 » Q ; but, 
tince the whole effect of the force F is consumed 1^ &b use- 
ful and useless reaistAnces of the machinery taken together, 
there reanlts. 

2Pr = 2Q»E, 

orF = Ql«. 

Now, let the resistance Q just balance the force F, when 
the crank is in the two positions B, S ; and put the 
angle BOA =:^ the angle BO S = 4>; then, 
Prcos* = QB; 

and by substitnting the value of F in this equation, there 
reenlts, after reduction. 
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and arc E A S = 2 * = 142" Sa-. 
. For the double acting engine we find in a similar 

■="♦='— fnr6 = -^««- 

.-. are E S = 2 ♦ = 100° 54'. 
tM. Hon. — JUfiiTth«rinT«atig*tJonoDthianitgact wooldiKceasuilylii- 
TohraaMuMszpmitiaiK^tbc tbeorjorthsateain enfrine, which Ii cpirt 
from ttaa otgeot of thii work ; UmnforB, the ruder, wbo Aaaifa affident ia- 
flmntdoa on this solject, m*^ conBolt Tndgold on tit SUam Eagtae, Mettn 
bfft SngmteriKg, Smm't Trtalue on tie S^ean Engiat. 

THE GOTSBNOB. 

295. Fbob. 9. — To txpbun the tue and principie of the 
governor of the iUam^engine, and to find ine pontion vihieh 
iti baiU aisume in comequence of the centrifiigal force, £l« 
angtAir velocity being given. 

A B IB a vertical shaft turning &eelj on the sole B bj its 
oonnection with the machinery of the steam engine ; CP, CQ 
are two bars moving free- 
ly on the centre C, and 
cariTing the two weights 
P,Q; FD, FE are two 
rods connected to the bare 
at D, E, and attached to a 
collar I, which is capable 
of sliding freely up and 
down the shaft AB. This 
collar is united with a 
lever which opens or 
closes the throttle valve, 
which supplies the cyHn- 
der with steam. When 
AB revolves too fast^ the balls by their centrifugal force fly 
outward, raising tlie slide I, and partially closing the throttle 
valve ; and when the shaft moves too slowly the balls col- 
lapse, and the slide consequently descending, admits a man 
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fall supply of steam, thus regulating die motion of the en^ 
gine to almost complete uniformity. 

The weight F is acted on by two forces, i, e,y the centri* 
fugal force in the direction F n^ and gravity in the direction 
Fo; and taking F n, Fa to represent these two forces, com- 
plete the parallelogram F n i^ o, we shall have the triangles 
Pmo, AFO similar, and, if y* represent the centrifugal 
force, and W the weight of F, then 

W"" CO' 

Also, by Art. 277, 

._ W.V« 

and by substituting this value in the preceding equation, there 
results after reduction 

CO =2^. 

or, if v = the angular velocity per second of the governor at 
an unit's distance from the slmflt A B, then Y z= P O . v, and 
byjsubstitution. 

Now, if n = number of revolutions per minute, then 
-TT = number per second. 

'• ^ "" "60" "" "lo ' 

whence C O = ^ *f in feet. 

30»x32ixl2. . , 

= (3>1416yn« "^"^^'^^^ 

35200. ^ 
= — J— inches nearly. 

296. The throttle valve of the steam engine cannot be 
<q[>ened without an adequate force exerted l^ the governor, 
wldoh may be measured by finding what wMght will produoe 
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that force. Let /i be the required weight, W being the 
weight of one of the balls of the govemor, as in the last 
article ; then Hann has shewn in Ins valuable works on the 
steam engine, referred to in the Note Art 294, that 

p 21 CP 

W •" 100 • CD' 

C P 
and that, if pp=r = f , which is the usual proportion in the 

governor, 

£. — IL 3 63 
W ~ 100 ' 2 "" 200 ' 

... W = ?g£.= 3-174 ii, 

and if |> = 10 lbs., then P = 3lf lbs. nearly. 

THE SUPEB-ELEVATIOK OF THE EXTEBIOB BAIL IN BAILWAT 

CUBVE8. 

297. The super-elevation of the exterior rail, or the rail on 
the convex side of the line, in railway curves, the radii of 
which are within certain limits, is rendered absolutely neces- 
sary to counteract the centrifugal force produced by the 
velocity of the train, since all moving bodies have a tendency 
to continue their motion in a direct line. From this cause 
the railway train is impelled towards the exterior rail, . and 
would finally leave the rails, were it not prevented by the 
conical inclination of the tire and the flanges of the wheels. 

298. Pbop. — To determine the centrifugal force of a rail- 
way train, or that portion of the weight of the train, which 
makes it tend to leave the curve. 

Let V = velocity of the train per second, B = radius of 
the curve, F =: centrifugal force, and g force of gravity at 
the earth's surface, also let W = weight of the train ; then 
by Art. 277, 

F = ^?^. 

Ex. 1.— When B = i a mile = 2640 feet, V =: velocity = 
30 i^iles per hour = 44 feet per second, and g s 32^ feet 
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rss Telocity of a body falling from rest, at the end of a 
second ; then 

^ = 82i X 2640 = 965T^ = °^"^y^^' 

that is, the force that urges the train to quit the curve is ^ 
of its whole weight, in this case. 

Ex. 2. — ^When V = 60 miles per hour = 88 feet per 
second, and B the same as in Example 1 ; then 

_ W X 88^ , 1 , w 

F = -ttt; ^:;r^ =^ nearly A- W; 

32^^ X 2640 '• 

that is the force, in this case, is -^of the weight of the train. 
Hence it may be perceived how extremely dangerous high 
velocities are in curves of small radius. 

299. NoTB. — ^This great amoant of centrifogal force, in cnrves of small 
radina, wonld be very mach increased by the high velocities, which some 
are sanguine enough to expect as likely to be attained on railways ; since 
this force varies as 

V* 

— or as V* 
K 

tor the same cnrve : thus for a velocity of 120 miles per hour, on a carve of 
^ of a mile radios, we shall have 

82^ X 2640 

that is, the centrifugal force is, in this case, more than ^ of the whole weight 
of the train; while for curves of 1 mile radius, which are very common in 

railways,/ ^ -5^ W, or nearly \ of the weight of the train. It must, there- 
fore, be evident tiliat a velocity of 120 miles per hour, or even one of 90 miles 
per hour, must be extremely dangerous, especially on an embanked curve, 
Bhoold any accident throw the train off the line, which is often the case with 
the present velocities. Moreover, the resistance of the air, which varies as 
Y*, must be considerably augmented by high winds opposed to the direction 
of a train of these great velocities ; while its engine would require a power 
greatly superior to those now in use. 

300. This force, except in curves of very small radius, is 
counteracted by the conical inclination of the tire of the 
wheels, each pair of which is firmly fixed on the axle which 
turns with them ; the inclination of the tire is commonly 
about i an inch in the whole breadth of the wheel, which is 
3^ inches. This inclination of the tire with the lateral play 
of the flanges of the two wheels of ^ an inch on each side, 
and the centrifugal force urging the train towards the exterior 
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rail, when moving in a curve, increase the diameter of the 
outer wheel, and diminish that of the inner one, which causes 
the train to roll on conical surfaces, thus necessarily pro- 
ducing a centripetal force to counteract the tendencj of the 
train to leave the curve. However, in curves of very small 
radius, the centrifugal force is not sufficientlj counteracted by 
the centripetal force thus generated, the centre of which last 
named force is the vertex of the cone, of which the increased 
and diminished diameters of the wheels are sections. The 
amount, therefore, of this centripetal force shall be determined 
in the following — 

301. Prop. — The velocity of the trainy the guage of the 
rails, the radius of the wheeiky and the inclination of their 
tire being gvoen, to determine the centripetal force generated 
by the conical inclination of the tire of the wheels of the trainy 
and by the centr^ugal force impelling the train outwards. 

Let d = mean diameter of the wheels of the train, 9 = 
increment and consequentlj the decrement which the dia- 
meters of the exterior and interior wheels respectively re- 
ceive, through the conjoined action of the centrifugal force 
and the inclination of the tire ; then under these circum- 
stances the respective diameters of the exterior and interior 
wheels >nll be 

rf + ^ and d — J ; 

also, if B' = radius of a circle which the centre of a carriage 
would describe in consequence of the inclination of the tire 
of the wheels, and b = breadth of the road or guage of the 
rails ; then B' + i ^9 ^Q^ B — ^ 6 are radii which would be 
described respectively by the exterior and interior wheels ; 
and by similar triangles, 

rf + a : if- a :: B'+i* : R'-i*, 

whence d i 9 : : 2B1 : by and 

B = ^. 
29 

Or, if- = inclination of the tire, and a =: deviation of the 

wheels, then 

a-2A . 
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and, hj substitution, 

~ 4a 

Now V and W representing the velocity and weight of the 
train, as in Art. 298, the centripetal force corresponding to 
the radius B' will be 

or, by substituting the value of B', 

_, 4WV«A 
bdgn 

302. Pbop. — To determine the deviation of the wheelsy and 
the radius of the curvey when the centrifugal and centripetal 
forces, in Art. 298 and 301, just balance each other. 

Because the forces F and F act in contrary directions, they 
will hold each other in equilibrium when they become equal, 
and the train will cease to have a tendency to quit the curve; 
this will take place when 





9^ " 
or B 


gn' 
= B'. 


Also, 


by Art 298 and 301. 

^B "" 
whence a 


4 W V^A 
bdgn 

bdn 



which is the deviation requisite to produce an equilibrium 
between the centripetal and centrifugal forces of the train. 
And, since B = B', the vertex of the imaginary cone, of 
which the increased and diminished diameters of the wheels 
are sections, will coincide with the centre of the curve, there 
will consequently be no dragging on the wheel on either of 
the rails. 

h dn 

K, in B' = -r — , if = 3 feet, * = 4 feet Si inches = 
4a * 
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4'7 feet = breadth of the narrow guage, ~ = -J-, and a = 

•^ of an inch, the radius of curvature corresponding to this 
deviation, when the two forces are in equilibrium, will be 

R' = ^,pL^ 4.7 X 3 X 7 -^ 4 X i X ^ = 888 feet. 

But, since an accidental depression of the exterior rail 
Qiight cause the flange of the wheel to rub the rail on that 
side ; it would be advisable, for the sake of greater safety, to 
limit the value of K' to not less than 1200 or 1600 feet. 
Moreover, in curves of less than 1500 feet radius, it will at 
once appear that a super-elevation of the exterior rail will be 
absolutely necessary to counteract the excess of the centri- 
fugal above the centripetal force. 

303. Prop. — To determine the super-elevatUm of the ex- 
terior rail in railway curves of less than 1200 or 1500 feet 
radius; the same things being given as in the preceding prO' 
position. 

Let X = super-elevation of the exterior rail ; then, since 
b = breadth of the way, the inclination of the plane on 

X 

which the train moves ~ t to rad. = 1, and hence the gra- 
vity of the train will impel itto the interior rail with the force 

This force, together with the centrifugal force, resulting 
from the deviation of the train to exterior rail of the curve, 
must hold the centrifugal force in equilibrium; therefore, 
from Articles 298 and 301, there will result 

War WV^ _ Wyg 

b gB! '' gR' 

whence a. = ^(^-l;), 

which is the formula for the super-elevation of the exterior 
rail, and due to Pamhour ; who, by solving it for some of 
the usual cases, produces the following 



MISCELLANEOUS EXERCISES. 



147 



TABLE OF THE SUPER-ELEVATION TO BE GIVEN TO THE 

EXTERIOR RAIL IN CURVES. 



Designation of the Waggons 
and the Wbj. 


BadioBofthe 

Curve 

in Feet. 


Snper-eleTation to be given to the Bail 
in Inches, the Velocity of the mo- 
tion in Miles per hour being:— 


10 MUei. 


20MUe8. 


SOMUes. 


Waggon with wheels 3 ^ 

feet in diameter. 
Goage of way, 4*7 feet 
Play of the waggons on > 

the way, 1 inch. 
Inclination of the tire of 

the wheels, 1 in 7. 


250 
500 
1000 
2000 
3000 
4000 
5000 


1*14 
0*57 
0-29 
0*15 
0*10 
007 
0*06 


6*60 
3-83 
1*43 
0*71 
0*47 
0*36 
0*38 


13*99 
6*56 
S'SO 
1*66 
1*10 
0*88 
0*66 



The corectness of the above results is pretty generally con- 
ceded. It must, however, be considered, that it is extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to realize4n practice, the precise 
conditions and proportions determined by these important 
formulsB ; as accidental depressions and enlargements of guage 
of part of the rails, as well as many other matters that cannot 
be subjected to calculation, will unavoidably derange these 
results. 

The reader, who wishes for further information on these 
subjects, may consult Tredgold on the Steam Engine; 
also, Baker's Railway Engineering^ and his Land and En- 
gineering ; in which approved and Practical Systems of lay- 
ing out the works ofRaUwaySy ^c, ^c, wiU be found. 

MISCELLANEOUS EXERCISES. 

(I.) If a body move in a curve by means of a projectile 
and centripetal force, the latter acting in the direction of 
right ordinates, and varying inversely as the 9ith power of the 
distance from the obscissa or axis of the curve ; prove that 
the velocity V of the body in the curve is equal to 

dz (my**)* 

in which y is the ordinate indicating the position of 'the body, 
z the curve, and m the force of gravity at a unit's distance 
from the axis. 
NoTB. — ^This question and its solotion was pnbllshed by the Author in the 
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(kmlamm't Mali. Compamioii for 18a3-l^-Iti Ulatloii is od a unr prin- 
dple, u he tuu not nen a rimilar mctbod of ndntim adopted bf an; other 
utbor ; aod tbe method may be obrioud; extended to the motions of bodies 
in DnTvea, when acted npon by centnl foreea as wall ■■ by panHsl ftwcee, as 
in tba QnestiaD. Tb» solation la also giTen bdov. 

Let AP be the curve described by the body, A M its axis, 
PM, BQN two ordinates indeffinitely 
near to each other, and PR a tangent 
to the curve Bt P. The body at P 
would describe P B if the centripetal 
force did not act, in the same time in 
which it now describes P Q ; there- 
fore BQ represents tbe space through 
wliich it is drawn by tbe centripetal 
force. NowPB = (;^ BQ=^<Py 
{DeaitnfK Fbixional Calculut, Art. 165.), and the force of 
gravity at P = »»y— " ultimately = force of gravity at Q. 
The motion through the indefinitely small space BQ = ^ <^ y 
may be considered to be uniformly accelerated 1^ the force 
my—"; therefore the time of describing B Q = time of de* 

(tPv \i 
■ ^j^ I ; hence, because the motion in 

in the direction F B is nniform, the veloci^ T of the body in 
the curve = PB -r- time of descrilm^ FB, that is. 







rfjpWy-)'- 



(n.) The equal and uniform bars A B, B C are moveabk 
abont each other on an axis passing through B, which is 
perpendicular to the plane ABC, while a pin at the end A, 
of the bar B A, if moveable in a vertical groove A C ; and 
tbe end C, of BC, is moveable about an axis passing through 
C and perpendicular to the plane ABC; it is required to 
find the vdoci^ of A, and the action on the groove when A 
arrives at a given position in consequence of gravity and its 
original motion. 

HoTE. — Thl( qnotlon was proposed and sniwend by B. Gon^iertt, Sif., 
f JI.&, 4c. in tha Oankmrn,'! MatL Cmpmle»,fir 18S1-2. 
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